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WE'RE  PUTTING  LADYSHAVE 
ON  TELEVISION. 


alf  the  women  in  Britain  could  benefit  from  Cymalon. 


o  could  all  the  Pharmacists. 


St  surprising  number  of  women  in  Britain 
suffer  from  cystitis. 

Surprisingly  enough  the  treatment  for  the 
symptoms  has  been  almost  as  unpleasant  as 
cystitis  itself 

Until  now.  Because  now  there's  a  pleasant 
tasting  treatment.  It's  called  Cymalon. 


bought  without  prescription,  it's  just  mixed 
with  water  to  make  a  lemon  flavoured  drink. 

from  July  until  October  we're  spending  over 
£400,000  on  a  national  T.V campaign. 

Stnd  as  it's  the  first  time  ever  a  treatment  is 
being  advertised,  everyone  will  be  spending  a    cymalon  is  a  registered  trade  mark  o 
lot  of  pennies  in  your  shop.  sterling  health. 


Cymal 

effective  relief  from  die  syralptomv' 
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Last  week  (p473) 
and    this  week 
(p524)  two  reports 
on   chemists  and 
drug  stores  note  their  recent 
sales    performance    to  be 
significantly  better  than  almost 
any  other  retail  sector. 

The  Euromonitor  report 
points  to  the  often  villified  "old" 
NHS  contract's  success  in 
cushioning  the  pharmacist 
contractor  from  the  worst  effects 
of  a  depressed  economy.  The 
British  Pharmacists  Association 
could  well  heed  this  timely 
reminder  from  a  neutral 
organisation  of  the  unstinting 
and  usually  sound  work  done  by 
the  PSNC. 

Although  the  report  neglects 
to  mention  or  take  account  of  the 
new  contract  and  its  possible 
effects  it  is,  nonetheless, 
confident  that  the  demise  of  the 
chemist  —  and  the  drug  store  — 
is  further  away  than  other 
pundits  have  predicted.  "There 
is  no  doubt  that  many  chemists 
could  do  with  sharpening  up, 
but  to  propose  their  imminent 
collapse  in  the  wake  of  health 


cutbacks  is  not  so  much  unlikely 
as  completely  untrue ..." 

The  report  identifies  the 
small,  local  chemist  as  the  most 
viable  trading  unit  for  health 
related  products,  offering  "a 
certain  sense  of  privacy,  service 
and  guidance  rarely  afforded  in 
the  bustle  of  even  an  average 
Boots".  Hardly  fair  on  Boots,  but 
an  accolade  for  the 
independent,  nevertheless.  And 
if  pharmacists  are  able  to  pick  up 
on  the  recent  Which  ?  report  on 
community  pharmacy  and 
further  improve  both  the 
standards  of  the  "good  advice" 
they  already  give  on  medicines 


and  health  matters,  and  the 
consultation  facilities,  then  the 
profession's  monopoly  on  the 
home  medicine  market  (see  table 
p524)  will  grow,  and  the  public's 
esteem  —  evidenced  in  Baroness 
Trumpington's  remarks  last  week 
—  rise  even  higher.  However 
much  the  profession  would  like 
to  divorce  itself  from  the  taint  of 
commerce  it  cannot. 

Much  as  a  pharmacist  would 
love  to  live  by  drugs  alone,  he  is 
sustained  by  the  cash  crop  from 
other  commodities,  including 
OTC  medicines,  which  boost  the 
gross  profit  made  in  his 
pharmacy  dispensing  business. 
Pharmacists  can  and  must  retail 
professionally,  whether  they  are 
dealing  in  the  sale  of  a  toiletry 
item  or  an  OTC  medicine  —  the 
difference  being  that  in  making 
or  refusing  the  sale  of  a 
medicine,  the  pharmacist  will  be 
tempering  his  commercial 
instincts  with  his  pharmaceutical 
knowledge,  the  standards  of  his 
profession  and  the 
ethics  of  a  pro- 
fessional. It's  a  real 
world . . . 
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Will  BPA  call  special 
meeting  on  contract? 


The  British  Pharmacists  Association 
is  "seriously  considering"  calling  for 
a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  on  the 
contract. 

Chairman  Alan  Nathan  told  C&D  that 
the  Board  decided  this  week  to  ask 
members  if  they  were  interested  in  calling 
a  PSGB  meeting.  "We  are  also 
formulating  some  alternative  contract 
proposals  which  we  will  be  circulating  to 
our  members  in  the  next  two  weeks  or  so." 

Mr  Nathan  says  he  wants  to  see  the 
contract  renegotiated  so  that  it  is  "fair  to  all 
pharmacists,  including  the  1,361  who 
would  lose  money"  under  the  present 
proposals.  If  the  Government  was 
interested  in  savings,  these  could  be  made 
by  taking  them  from  all  contractors,  he 
said.  "The  BPA  wants  to  unite  the 
profession  to  fight  to  get  a  better  deal  for 
the  future.  Government  policy  is  to  divide 
and  rule.  We  serve  notice  that  BPA  will 
not  allow  itself  to  be  the  unwilling  victims 
of  euthanasia.  We  will  take  any  action  to 
protect  our  livelihoods." 

This  might  include  legal  action  against 
PSNC  or  the  Government,  said  Mr 
Nathan.  BPA  members  were  ready  to 
stand  in  Society  and  PSNC  elections.  "Our 
membership  will  be  huge  by  then  and  will 
vote  against  the  establishment  and  for  BPA 
candidates." 

BPA  has  written  to  Mr  Barney  Hayhoe, 
the  new  Minister  for  Health.  Mr  Nathan 
was  confident  of  a  good  response. 

Secretary,  Mr  Meir  Kattan,  is  very 
pleased  with  the  reaction  the  Association 
got  at  Chemex.  "It  cost  us  just  over  £1,000, 


not  including  the  locums  that  took  over 
while  the  Committee  were  on  the  stand," 
he  said.  "As  a  public  relations  exercise  it 
was  invaluable  and  only  confirmed  what 
we  advocate  —  that  pharmacists  need  a 
body  to  represent  them.  Our  £1,000  was 
well  spent.  We  have  received  £3,705  in 
membership  fees  and  arranged  many 
further  meetings. 

□  According  to  the  Society's  rules,  on 
receipt  of  a  requisition  in  writing  from  not 
less  than  thirty  members,  Council  is 
required  to  convene  a  special  general 
meeting  for  the  purpose  specified  in  the 
requisition.  The  BPA's  last  claimed 
membership  figure  is  "over  1,000." 

The  last  SGM  was  in  October  1983 
when  a  special  meeting  was  called  to 
debate  Mr  Ashwin  Tanna's  "Pharmacy  for 
pharmacists"  motion. 


British  Pharmacists  Association  Committee 
members  at  their  Chemex  stand  on 
Sunday.  From  left  to  right:  secretary  Meir 
Kattan,  Charles  Flyrrn  arid  chairman  Alan 
Nathan 
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"You  don't  suppose  the  BPA  will  move  into  County  Hall  next  year?" 


PGC  contractors 
to  get  newsletter 

The  Pharmaceutical  General 
Council  (Scotland)  is  planning  a 
series  of  newsletters  to  keep 
Scottish  pharmacists  informed  on 
new  contract  developments. 

"There  is  a  job  to  be  done  in  getting 
things  over  to  pharmacists  in  Scotland, 
and  we  will  be  doing  it  over  the  next  few 
weeks,"  Dr  Colin  Virden,  PGC  secretary, 
told  C&D.  There  are  no  plans  to  take  on 
outside  public  relations  consultants. 

No  further  details  have  emerged  on 
how  the  payment  scheme  for  essential 
small  pharmacies  is  likely  to  operate,  but 
the  PGC  has  made  it  clear  a  scheme 
similar  to  that  agreed  by  PSNC  will  place  a 
heavy  burden  on  contractors. 

"We  are  still  working  on  the  ESP 
scheme.  We  have  an  October  9  deadline 
when  the  General  Council  meets,"  Dr 
Virden  said. 

Essential  pharmacies  were  discussed  in 
a  short  report  shown  on  BBC  television  last 
Friday  on  "Reporting  Scotland".  Dr 
Virden  was  interviewed  along  with  the 
British  Pharmacists  Association  regional 
representative  Graeme  Park  and  Glasgow 
contractor  Mr  L.  McGreal. 

Lothian  Chemist  Contractors 
Committee  was  to  hold  a  meeting  on  the 
contract  on  Wednesday. 

More  publicity  on  the  new  contract  has 
come  in  another  piece  in  the  Glasgow 
Evening  Times.  Jim  Craigen  (Lab, 
Glasgow  Maryhill)  has  taken  up  the  BPA 
case,  says  Mr  Park,  and  will  be  pressing 
for  a  Commons  debate. 


Ulster  chemists 
to  hear  from  BPA 

The  Ulster  Chemists  Association  has 
invited  two  representatives  from  the 
British  Pharmacists  Association  to 
address  members  on  Great  Britain's 
new  contract  proposals  in  October. 

Chairman  Alan  Nathan  and  publicist 
Mr  Joey  Martyn-Martin  will  put  forward 
their  case  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland's  Belfast  headquarters  on 
October  8  and/or  October  9.  UCA 
members  wishing  to  attend  must  contact 
office  secretary  Mrs  Mabel  Stewart  as  soon 
as  possible  at  73  University  Street,  Belfast 
(tel  Belfast  220787). 

The  UCA  is  to  invite  representatives  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  to  address  members  at  a 
separate  meeting. 
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PSNI  to  hold  first 
Council  election 
since  72 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland  is  to  hold  its  first 
election  for  Council  since  1972 
because  two  newcomers  have  put 
up  for  the  six  available  seats  —  as 
well  as  the  six  current  members 
who  are  standing  for  re-election. 

The  newcomers  in  the  election  are  Dr 
J.C.  McElnay,  a  lecturer  in  the  department 
of  pharmacy,  The  Queen's  University  of 
Belfast,  and  Mr  Adrian  G.  Rice,  a 
community  pharmacist  from  Belfast,  who 
is  public  relations  officer  for  the  Young 
Pharmacists  Group. 

The  Council  members  who  have 
chosen  to  stand  for  re-election  are:  Derek 
Corbett,  Belfast;  Robert  H.  Clarke, 
Bangor  co  Down;  Robert  G.  Dillon, 

Chemist's  success 
in  RDC  cases 

The  Rural  Dispensing  Committee 
has  granted  permission  for  a 
pharmacy  in  the  village  of  Harbury 
in  Warwickshire. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  gave 
outline  consent  for  a  dispensing  doctors' 
practice  for  the  surrounding  area. 

Mrs  Anita  Douglas,  who  was  successful 
in  her  application  to  open  a  pharmacy  in 
the  village,  told  C&D  she  was  "delighted" 
with  the  decision.  Mrs  Douglas,  who  owns 
a  pharmacy  in  Coventry,  plans  to  open  in 
the  village  in  the  next  six  months.  The 

Suspended 
sentence  for 
shotgun  man 

A  man  who  kept  his  ex-girl  friend 
and  her  pharmacist  employer 
captive  while  armed  with  a  shotgun 
was  given  a  suspended  prison 
sentence  on  Tuesday. 

Gary  Osboume  went  to  the  shop  in  Lea 
Bridge  Road,  Leyton,  where  Miss  Jean 
Paul  worked,  fired  a  shot  into  the  ceiling, 
and  held  her  and  her  employer  prisoner 
for  over  two  hours.  He  then  surrendered  to 
the  police. 

Mr  Michael  Bimbaum,  prosecuting, 
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Newtownabbey,  co  Antrim;  Gordon  W. 
McGlaughlin,  Newtownabbey,  co  Antrim; 
Thomas  I.O'Rourke,  Belfast  and  Mrs  Cora 
B.A.  Watson,  Belfast. 

There  are  18  pharmaceutical  chemists' 
representatives  on  Council,  six  of  whom 
retire  annually  after  a  three-year  term  or 
seek  re-election.  There  are  also  two 
representatives  from  The  Queen's 
University  appointed  by  the  university, 
and  one  representative  from  the  wholesale 
drug  trade,  appointed  by  the  NI  DHSS. 
Sanger's  chairman,  Mr  R.  John  White, 
OBE,  of  Coleraine  will  take  over  from  Mr 
James  D.  Pollock,  also  of  Sanger's 
wholesalers  at  the  next  Council  meeting. 

The  six  Council  members  step  down  on 
October  1 .  Each  member  has  six  votes  on 
a  "first  past  the  post  basis." 

Forms  are  being  sent  out  this  week  and 
must  be  returned  by  noon  on  Thursday, 
October  3. 

There  are  around  1,180  PSNI  members 
plus  student  members.  Around  300  are 
young  pharmacists  eligible  to  vote. 


Committee's  decision  means  that  as  soon 
as  the  pharmacy  is  open,  the  doctors  will 
no  longer  be  able  to  dispense  for  those 
patients  within  a  mile  of  the  pharmacy. 

In  another  case,  the  RDC  decided  to 
grant  a  doctor's  application  for  outline 
consent  in  a  number  of  areas  in 
Warwickshire,  but  refused  the  application 
in  a  number  of  other  areas  on  the  grounds 
that  it  would  predjudice  the 
pharmaceutical  service  provided  in 
Wellsbourne.  Permission  was  granted  for 
the  doctor  to  dispense  in  Loxley  and  parts 
of  the  parishes  of  Charlcoat,  Wellsboume, 
Hampton  Lucy  and  Alderminster. 

Mr  David  Ivory  of  D.G.  &  S.M.  Ivory  in 
Wellsboume,  told  C&D  he  was  somewhat 
surprised  that  the  RDC  had  mentioned  his 
pharmacy  in  the  decision. 


said  that  during  the  siege,  pharmacist  Mr 
Arshad  Malik  was  told  by  Mr  Osboume 
that  he  was  free  to  go,  but  Mr  Malika  "to 
his  credit,"  refused  to  leave  Miss  Paul. 

Mr  Roderick  Bayliss,  defending,  said 
Osboume's  behaviour  was  totally  out  of 
character  and  came  at  a  time  when  his 
mind  was  in  turmoil  over  the  ending  of  his 
engagement  to  Miss  Paul. 

The  Recorder  of  London,  Sir  James 
Miskin,  QC,  sentenced  Mr  Osboume  at 
the  Old  Bailey  to  two  years  imprisonment 
suspended  for  two  years.  The  judge 
ordered  forfeiture  of  the  shotgun.  Passing 
sentence,  he  said  Mr  Osboume  had 
frightened  a  lot  of  people. 

Osboume  had  pleaded  guilty  to 
possession  of  a  pump  action  shotgun  and 
falsely  imprisoning  Miss  Paul  and  Mr 
Malik,  on  April  2. 


Public  to  debate 
chemist  service 

The  service  provided  by  chemists  is  one  of 
the  matters  which  members  of  the  public 
are  to  invited  to  discuss  direct  with  Mr 
Norman  Fowler,  the  Social  Services 
Secretary,  and  his  ministerial  colleagues. 

It  will  be  part  of  a  new  consultation 
exercise  planned  by  the  government  to 
follow  upon  the  publication  of  the  Green 
Paper  on  the  Family  Practitioner  Services. 

The  publication  of  this  long  awaited 
consultation  document  has  been  put  back 
to  November  to  permit  Mr  Barney  Hayhoe, 
who  replaced  Mr  Kenneth  Clarke  as 
Health  Minister  earlier  this  month,  to 
decide  whether  any  changes  are  needed 
in  the  draft. 


Chemex  record 

Organisers  for  the  retail  chemists 
exhibition  held  at  Earls  Court  this 
week  recorded  a  "record 
attendance,"  with  the  total  number 
of  visitors  up  by  15  per  cent  on  last 
year's  show. 

The  busiest  day  was  Sunday  when  over 
3,926  people  passed  through  the  tumstyles 
—  109  of  these  were  overseas  buyers.  But 
by  Tuesday  evening,  the  last  day  of  the 
show,  total  attendance  was  5,700. 
Exhibitors  comments  ranged  from 
"Steadily  busy . .  Jots  of  interest"  to  "A 
phenomenal  success." 

Viewers  of  Thames  Television  on 
Monday  evening  were  treated  to  a  glimpse 
of  the  exhibition  when  an  item  appeared 
on  the  early  evening  news  programme. 
The  piece  showed  how  shopfitters  Myers 
Pharmacies  are  following  the  NPA's 
recommendation  to  set  aside  space  for  a 
confidential  consultation  point. 

Two  prescription  labelling  systems 
based  on  the  new  Amstrad  CPC  6128 
home/business  computer  made  a  late 
appearance  at  Chemex. 

Both  John  Richardson  Computers  and 
Gama  Computers  demonstrated  programs 
on  the  new  model,  which  has  integral  3in 
disk  drive  and  offers  128k  RAM  in  two 
banks,  controlled  by  a  Z80A  processor. 
Once  again,  the  computer  stands  were 
among  the  busiest,  with  interest  being 
shown  in  patient  record  systems  as  well  as 
upgrades  of  existing  labellers  —  many 
pharmacists  having  decided  it  is  time  to 
discard  their  typewriters.  One  exhibitor 
also  commented  on  the  number  of 
pharmacists  interested  in  automating  new 
pharmacies  —  apparently  beating  the 
expected  November  1  deadline  on  new 
contracts. 
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Retiring 
Pharmaceutical 
Society  secretary 
Desmond  Lewis  is 
presented  with  a 
cheque  by  the 
president.  Professor 
Geoff  Booth  at  the 
Conference  banquet. 
Mrs  Booth  and  guest 
speaker  Victor  Paige 
join  the  applause. 
Professor  Booth  paid 
tribute  to  Mr  Lewis' 
long  and  tireless 
service  to  the  profession 


Conference  ends 
on  high  note 

Next  year's  Conference  science 
chairman  in  Jersey  will  be  Dr  Tony 
Moffat,  assistant  director  of  the 
Home  Office  Forensic  Science 
Laboratory  at  Huntingdon. 

In  handing  over  his  chain  of  office  at 
the  closing  session  on  Thursday  Professor 
Philipson,  this  year's  chairman,  noted  the 
quality  of  presentations  had  improved 
since  last  year,  with  160  papers  accepted 
out  of  the  180  submitted. 

He  hoped  that  moving  the  conference 
to  Jersey  would  not  cause  problems  for 
authors.  At  present  the  Pharmceutical 
Society  pays  the  expenses  for 
postgraduates  presenting  a  paper  for 
travel  and  on  the  day  of  its  presentation. 
This  would  not  be  possible  in  Jersey  as  the 
expense  would  be  greater  and  the 
conference  was  being  sold  as  a  package. 

Society  president  Dr  Booth  presented 
local  branch  representative  Leslie  Calvert 
with  a  cheque  for  £75  for  purchase  of  a 
leather  case  for  its  chain  of  office. 

In  an  unscheduled  speech  vice- 
president  Bernard  Silverman  praised  the 
way  Professor  Booth  had  handled  the 
conference.  "He  has  added  a  bounty  of 
stature  to  pharmacy  at  this  conference, 
and  all  in  a  few  days,"  he  said.  Professor 
Booth  was  given  a  standing  ovation. 


Radio  4  knocks 
drug  marketing 


Roger  Cook  returned  from  the  Far 
East  to  give  his  view  of  the  effects  of 
drug  dumping  in  the  Third  World 
by  European  and  American  drug 
manufacturers  in  "Kill  or  cure"  on 
Radio  4  last  Sunday. 

Mr  Cook,  who  visited  Malaysia, 
Thailand  and  the  Philippines,  reported 
that  what  you  buy  is  all  too  often  what  the 
multinational  drug  companies  have 
chosen  to  promote  —  everything  from 


At  the  closing  session  (above)  science 
chairman  Professor  J.  Phillipson  hands 
over  to  his  successor  (and  former 
student)  Dr  A.  C.  Moffat,  while  (below) 
PSGB  president  Professor  Geoff  Booth 
congratulates  C&D  Medal  and  Award 
winner  Judith  Cantrill 


useless  tonics  to  dangerous  pain  killers. 

The  programme,  according  to  an 
industry  spokesman,  said  nothing  new  and 
repeated  allegations  that  had  been  around 
for  a  while. 

ABPI  director  of  economic  planning 
David  Taylor  was  interviewed  for  the 
programme  and  questioned  whether  it  was 
the  structure  of  the  drug  industry  that 
determined  the  pattern  of  demand.  Third 
World  populations  suffered  from  a  lack  of 
basic  care,  especially  in  infancy,  he 
argued.  And  there  was  an  international 
code  of  practice  on  advertising. 

The  programme  is  the  subject  of  an 
article  in  this  week's  Listener. 


PSGB  prosecutes 
Cornwall  GPs 

Three  doctors  acted  illegally  by 
supplying  proprietary  medicines 
wholesale  to  a  village  general  shop 
it  was  alleged  this  week. 

The  arrangement,  which  had  gone  on 
for  a  considerable  time,  was  for  the 
convenience  of  the  villagers  of  Port  Isaac, 
Cornwall,  and  not  for  financial  gain,  a  jury 
at  Bodmin  Crown  Court  was  told. 

The  doctors  were,  however,  breaking 
the  law,  said  Mr  Michael  Crane, 
prosecuting,  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  On  trial  are  doctors  John  Blount- 
Baker,  Stuart  Davison  and  James  Lunny, 
who  practice  in  the  village. 

The  GPs  plead  not  guilty  to  supplying 
shopkeeper  Graham  Woods,  for  him  to 
sell  on  to  the  public,  proprietary 
medicines  which  should  be  available  only 
at  registered  pharmacies. 

Products  named  in  the  summons  are 
Dequadin  lozenges,  Wasp-eze  and 
Panadol  elixir  paediatric. 

Mr  Crane  said  the  items  were 
Pharmacy  medicines  under  the  Medicines 
Act  1968,  yet  were  available  in  the  Old 
Drugs  Store  when  it  was  visited  by 
Pharmaceutical  Society  inspector,  Mr 
Anthony  Jackson.  Neither  Mr  Woods  nor 
his  premises  were  registered.  Counsel 
disclosed  to  the  jury  that  the  shopkeeper 
had  already  been  dealt  with  at  a 
magistrates'  court  for  selling  Pharmacy 
medicines. 

It  was  also  an  offence  to  sell  such 
medicines  to  unqualified  retailers,  and  the 
prosecution  was  saying  that  the  doctors 
had  done  so  by  supplying  the  items  quoted 
to  Mr  Woods,  said  Mr  Crane. 

The  items  concerned  had  come  from 
the  Paignton  branch  of  Vestric,  and 
although  the  invoices  had  all  been  sent  to 
the  doctors'  surgery  in  the  village, 
payment  was  made  on  cheques  made  out 
by  Mr  Woods.  The  doctors  sent  his  cheque 
off  with  another  larger  cheque  they  had 
made  out  for  medicines  used  in  their 
surgery." 

The  prosecution  rejected  the  argument 
that  the  doctors  had  acted  only  as  agents, 
said  Mr  Crane.  Mr  Jackson  produced 
items  which,  he  said,  he  had  seized  in  the 
Old  Drug  Store  in  June  1983.  He  alleged 
that  Dr  Davison  had,  "very  frankly," 
admitted  to  him  that  restricted  medicines 
were  supplied  to  Mr  Woods. 

Replying  to  Mr  Michael  Baker, 
defending,  Mr  Jackson  agreed  that  there 
had  been  no  financial  gain  for  the  doctors 
in  the  arrangement,  which  villagers  had 
found  very  convenient. 

The  trial  continues. 
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TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

by  Xrayser 


The  1985 
CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

CHEMIST  ASSISTANT 
OF  THE  YEAR 
COMPETITION 

LAST  CHANCE  TO  ENTER.  Forms 
must  be  returned  by  September  25  to 
Benn  Publications  Ltd.  Freepost, 
Tonbridge.  Kent  TN9  1YZ. 

Premises  up  by 
22  in  August 

The  number  of  premises  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register 
rose  by  22  in  August  to  1 1 ,247. 

In  England  (excluding  London)  there 
was  an  increase  of  22,  with  27  openings 
and  five  closures.  Scotland  lost  three,  with 
one  opening  and  four  closures,  and 
Wales,  with  one  addition  and  one  deletion, 
had  no  overall  charge.  London  had  four 
openings  and  one  closure. 

Among  this  month's  changes  is  the 
takeover  of  the  12  branches  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Co-operative  Society  by  the 
National  Co-operative  Society,  who  now 
have  161  pharmacies,  far  and  away  the 
second  largest  multiple  behind  Boots. 

Merchants'  now 
in  'the  book' 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  published 
the  first  Annual  Register  of  Merchant's 
Premises.  It  has  two  sections  —  a  list  of 
owners  and  premises  and  the  Register 
itself. 

The  need  for  a  Register  arises  out  of 
legislation  passed  earlier  this  year 
requiring  one  to  be  kept.  The  PSGB's 
inspectors  are  now  also  responsible  for  the 
inspection  of  premises  to  ensure  they  are 
fit  for  their  purpose. 


Storing  drugs 

The  second  edition  of  the  booklet  "The 
Storage  of  Drugs  Under  Controlled 
Temperatures  Conditions",  now  includes  a 
separate  appendix  on  vaccine  storage. 

The  information  has  been  updated  and 
expanded  to  include  all  storage  conditions 
which  do  not  relate  simply  to  temperature. 
The  booklet,  published  by  the  South  Tees 
Health  Authority,  are  £2.50  each  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Department,  South 
Cleveland  Hospital,  Marion  Road, 
Middlesborough,  Cleveland  TS3  4BW. 


Price  service 

The  following  lines  have  been  shown 
incorrectly  as  deleted  in  the  Price 
Supplement:  Dromoran  1.5mg  tabs  (50), 
Omnopon  lOmg  tablets  (50)  and  pethidine 
(Roche)  25mg  and  50mg  (50s).  This  was 
due  to  incorrect  information  from  the 
manufacturers. 

All  products  have  been  reinstated. 


The  race  for 
pharmacy  is  on 

I  am  going  to  talk  about  race  —  in 
commercial  terms. 

We  have  seen  successive  waves  of 
immigrants  come  into  this  country  as 
refugees.  Refugees  from  all  sorts  of 
persecution  and  affliction.  The  Irish,  from 
times  of  the  potato  famine  were  forced  to 
leave  their  homes  to  stay  alive  or  get  work. 
The  Scots  from  the  times  of  the  clearances, 
right  up  till  now  have  had  to  leave  home 
because  of  the  harsh  realities  of 
employment.  The  Hugenots  were  granted 
asylum  from  religious  persecution  as  have 
been  the  lewish  peoples  for  hundreds  of 
years.  More  recently  Britain  has  offered 
sanctuary  to  Asians  from  Africa,  and  a  few 
Vietnamese. 

In  general  the  pattern  for  these  people 
as  foreigners  in  a  strange  land,  has  been  to 
congregate  in  particular  areas  where,  if 
not  actually  safe  from  the  ignorant 
prejudice  of  the  established  residents,  they 
could  at  least  maintain  their  feeling  of 
belonging  to  a  definable  group.  Their 
children  due  to  peculiar  absorptive 
qualities  of  this  unique  society  known  as 
Britain  became  "British,"  while  the 
grandchildren  by  intermarriage,  became 
truly  part  of  the  community  with  total 
loyalty  to  the  land  of  their  birth,  even 
though  religious  and  family  ties  were 
treasured  as  a  special  part  of  their 
individual  heritage. 

The  vigour  and  enterprise  of  these 
immigrant  families,  driven  by  their 
perception  of  the  insecurity  of  "normal" 
life,  has  always  been  their  greatest  asset, 
and  their  greatest  gift  to  us.  New  waves  of 
displaced  men  and  women  of  intelligence 
and  industry  have  enriched  this  land  for 
centuries.  But  although  hard  work  without 
inhibition  brings  commercial  success,  it 
also  produces  jealousy  in  those  locals 
without  that  driving  force,  who  see  the 
newcomers  making  opportunities  where 
they  saw  none . . .  and  becoming  in  their 
eyes,  richer  than  they  should  be.  As  if  their 
enterprise  was  somehow  a  shabby  return 
for  our  kindness  in  putting  them  up  in  the 
first  place. 

Since  my  own  family  history  gives  me 
some  qualifications  to  write  about  this  and 
I  give  nothing  away  as  I  say  that,  I  think  it  is 
not  unreasonable  to  qualify  what  I  have 
written  by  pointing  out  that  an  influx  of 
highly  intelligent,  well-qualified  people 
with  access  to  substantial  fund,  and  a  co- 
operative mode  of  thought,  coupled  with 
an  acute  sense  of  commercial  values,  have 
sometimes  almost  taken  over  a  trade  sectoi 
in  some  localities  and  of  recent  years, 


independent  pharmacy  has  been  among 
the  affected  categories.  Indeed,  I  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that,  in  many  inner-city  areas, 
independent  pharmacy  would  no  longer 
have  a  toe-hold  were  it  not  for  the 
immigrant  businessman.  Why,  I  ask  myself 
has  the  indigenous  proprietor  population 
not  put  up  a  similar  fight? 

With  the  limitation  of  contract  it  must 
be  clear  the  established  pharmacies  of  this 
land  represent  a  considerable  prize. 
Absurd  prices  could  easily  be  justified  on 
the  grounds  that  there  "ain't  gonna  be  no 
more",  so  the  aspiring  independent 
proprietor  will  face  even  greater  odds. 
Which  is  why  we  independents  say  we 
would  like  each  pharmacy  to  be  owned  by 
the  pharmacist  running  it.  We  say  we  want 
our  young  pharmacists  to  be  able  to  open 
or  buy  into  existing  pharmacies.  But  if  this 
is  the  truth  we  independent  proprietors 
must  ensure  it  is  possible  for  such  young 
men  and  women  to  do  just  that  which  is 
why  I  believe  the  only  way  open  to  us  is 
either  to  opt  out  via  a  graduated  take-over 
partnership,  or  sell  outright  to  a 
pharmacist  co-operative  under  a  contract 
to  open  the  transfer  to  our  younger 
successors. 

I  say  again  that  Unichem  would  appear 
to  be  the  logical  people,  having  the 
resources  and  the  overall  perception  of  the 
unrivalled  market  opportunity  pharmacy 
offers,  to  ensure  independent  continuity. 
The  starter's  gun  has  fired.  The  race  is  on. 

Welcome  home 
John  Ferguson 

I  was  delighted  to  see  the  profile  of  John 
Ferguson  in  last  week's  C&D.  From  reports 
I  have  had  from  a  colleague  now  in  New 
Zealand,  his  appointment  here  is  viewed  as 
a  considerable  loss  to  that  small  country.  It 
is  my  hope  that  when  the  Nuffield  report  is 
out,  he  will  be  able  to  help  implement  a 
number  of  reforms  which  will  empower  the 
Society  to  have  a  much  stronger  role  in  the 
disciplines  required  of  our  profession.  The 
maintenance  of  physical  standards  of 
premises  alone  must  become  a  Society 
responsibility,  with  the  power  at  inspector 
level  to  command  essential  change. 

But  rather  than  detail  particular  things 
I  would  like  altered,  let  us  hope  this  new 
appointment  will  bring  a  new  sense  of 
unity  to  the  three  bodies  which  are 
working  for  the  good  of  our  profession.  I 
believe  we  have  made  a  splendid  choice. 


May  &  Baker  Ltd  plan  a  4, 150  sq  m 
building  to  house  pharmaceutical 
chemical  production  at  Rainham  Road 
South,  Dagenham. 


COMPANY  HISTORY 


Rowlands  of  Wrexham: 


Edward  Rowland  set  up  his  Wrexham 
chemist  shop  five  years  before  the  battle 
of  Waterloo  and  five  years  after  Trafalgar. 
George  III  was  on  the  British  throne  and 
Napoleon  ruled  in  France.  The  original  site 
of  Rowland's  &  Co,  42  High  Street,  was 
bought  from  Mr  Powell,  an  apothecary,  who 
contributed  two  drugs  to  the  new  business;  a 
jar  of  dried  woodlice,  and  vipers  boiled  in 
honey. 

The  street  itself  was  full  of  butcher's 
stalls,  "and  very  miserable  it  was,"  recalled 
Mr  Rowland  in  1882,  "for  the  poor  women 
who  stood  or  sat  for  hours,  exposed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  their  only 
comfort  being  a  basket  of  straw  in  which  they 
placed  their  feet.  When  not  in  use  this  article 
was  usually  occupied  by  a  snarling  dog." 
On  market  days  the  stall  holder  who  took  up 
space  on  Edward  Rowland's  pavement  paid 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  the  privilege. 

Early  start 

Business  started  at  six  on  Summer 
mornings,  and  Mr  Rowland,  with  the  other 
High  Street  traders,  relied  for  his  alarm  call 
on  Nathaniel  Price  the  barber.  Mr  Price  took 
his  constitutional  at  half  past  five,  walking  up 
and  down  the  street  four  times  in  his  shirt 
sleeves,  smoking  a  pipe  and  priding  himself 
on  his  marked  resemblance  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex.  He  was  the 
knocker-up,  using  his  silver-topped  cane  to 
rap  on  the  shop  doors  as  he  passed.  Work 
would  then  carry  on  until  9pm  —  11pm  on 
Saturdays.  Among  Rowland's  early 
customers  was  Watty  Morris  "..  .whose  one 
chief  delight  in  life  was  to  attend  every 
Wrexham  funeral  and  carry  the  hats  of  the 
bearers."  Watty's  shining  complexion  was 
felt  to  be  unsuited  to  these  grim  occasions, 
and  one  of  the  chemist's  tasks  was  to  tone  it 
down  to  a  respectable  hue.  Unfortunately  no 
record  is  left  of  his  make-up  techniques. 

In  the  1830s  Rowlands  moved  along  the 
High  Street  to  no  9.  The  same  building  and 


L.  Rowland  &  Co  celebrated 
their  175th  anniversary  with  a 
trade  fair  attended  by  more 
than  100  pharmacist  customers 
(C&D  last  i  This  week  we 
delve  into  the  Rowland  records 
to  capture  the  flavour  ol  the 
earlier  days,  discovering  the 
chemists,  customers  and 
characters  of  the  past. 

shop  front  is  used  by  the  company  today. 
And  then,  in  the  1850s,  "the  rot  set  in" 
according  to  the  family;  the  shop  didn't  open 
until  8am,  and  even  closed  for  an  hour 
between  seven  and  eight  in  the  evening. 

During  the  day  a  variety  of  roles  was 
filled  by  the  chemist.  An  1830s  formula  book 
lists  fever  mixture,  scent  bags,  lemon 
scones,  red  ink,  French  pohsh,  ginger  cake 
and  imperial  pop.  In  1954,  when  alterations 
were  made  to  the  building,  there  was  still  a 
hole  in  the  shop  floor  through  to  the  cellar. 
This  was  a  reminder  of  the  days  when 
chemists  were  also  paint-makers,  and  would 
push  a  long  stick  through  the  hole  and  into 
the  colour  as  a  sampler  for  the  customer. 

In  1853,  the  prescription  book  included 
the  proprietors  of  The  Green  Man,  Royal 
Oak,  Nelson's  Arms,  Black  Lion,  Red  Lion, 
Nag's  Head,  Queen's  Head,  Feathers  and 
Swan  as  customers  in  one  month.  Whether 
or  not  they  were  all  suffering  the  same 
ailment  we  don't  know  —  but  Mrs  Burgess  of 
the  Temperance  Hotel  joins  the  list  for  good 
measure.  After  this  burst  of  business,  the 
Rowlands  admit  "...we  slipped  back  again 
by  July  1861.  On  the  20th  there  are  only 
three  prescriptions  entered  and  one  is 
Astringent  Balls  for  Mr  William  Rowland's 
dog."  Until  1870  the  family  lived  over  the 
shop  and,  up  to  that  time,  William,  Edward 
Rowland's  son,  used  what  would  later  be  the 


dispensary  as  a  stable  for  his  horse. 

During  the  1870s,  cash  takings  for  the 
pharmacy  in  a  Christmas  week  totalled 
£16/15s  —  with  opening  hours  on  Christmas 
and  Boxing  Day  producing  another  five 
shillings.  In  1879  the  highest  takings  for  any 
one  day  were  £6/ 12s  9d. 

Sharp  tongues 

On  its  150th  anniversary  in  I960,  the 
company  felt  secure  enough  to  reprint  some 
of  the  less  flattering  comments  recorded 
over  the  years.  One  anonymous  critic  of 
1815  noted  that  "Mr  Edward  Rowland,  like 
all  members  of  the  Rowland  family,  cares 
more  for  pleasure  than  business  and  is 
seldom  to  be  found  in  his  shop."  The 
Wrexham  Advertiser  announced  in  1867 
that:  "We  oppose  the  return  of  Mr  William 
Rowland  at  the  Municipal  Election  on  the 
ground  that  his  past  services  have  only  been 
distinguished  by  his  crochety 
impracticability."  But  to  redress  the 
balance,  a  few  biting  remarks  from  the 
Rowland's  side  were  also  recalled.  Shifty, 
the  parish  apprentice,  was  said  by  Edward 
Rowland  to  be  "...very  careful  with  my 
money.  He  hides  some  of  it  under  a  brick  in 
the  back  shop."  A  letter  in  the  North  Wales 
Guardian  of  1905  concluded  that: 
"Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  our  Town 
Councillors,  nobody  can  accuse  them  of 
saying  anything."  And  in  1910  one  of  the 
Rowlands  enthused:  "Meeting  other 
chemists  leads  to  exciting  conversation. 
Always  I  seem  to  be  asked  the  price  at  which 
I  am  selling  epsom  salts." 

Despite  the  odd  sharp  exchange  over 
175  years,  Rowland's  now  see  their  success 
as  "a  tribute  to  the  loyalty  of  its  staff  past  and 
present.  But  more  especially  a  tribute  to  its 
customers."  The  present  chairman,  Rowland 
Cole,  claims  much  pride  in  the  continuing 
family  connection  and  is  confident  that 
Rowland's  &  Co  will  carry  its  name  well  into 
the  21st  century. 
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Robinsons  are  sitting  on  top  of 
the  dry  baby  food  market. 


In  the  first  three  months  of  this  year,  more  first-time  mums  bought  Robinson's  than  any 
other  dry  baby  food*  34%  of  mums  tried  Robinson's,  28%  our  nearest  rivals. 

You  could  put  this  down  to  the  recent  improvements  we  made  to  our  range.  (The 
Tangy  Orange  Pudding  obviously  went  down  well.) 

Or  perhaps  mums  are  more  aware  that,  as  well  as  being  tasty,  Robinson's  Foods  are  very 
nutritious.  Either  way  it's  good  news  for  us,  and  good  news  for  you  if  you  stock  Robinson's. 

No  wonder  our  rivals  are  lookinq  up  to  us. 

J     r  'SOURCE  RSGB  BABY  PANEL 


KOHL/SMUDCtR  «s  puwu  jurn« 


NEW 


COLOUR  COSMETICS 


For  nails,  for  lips,  for  the  face,  for  eyes 
Positioned  to  appeal  to  girls  and  women  of  all  ages 

f  An  entirely  new  collection  f  Best  value  for  money 

f  21  key  products  f  Top  of  buoyant  budget  category 

f  1 35  fashion  colours  f  Highest  quality  standards 

■ Elegant  packaging 


\f  '      COLOUR  COSMETICS 

A  MOST  ORIGINAL  COLLECTION 

FOR  THE  NAILS 

Nail  Gleamer  20  shades  £  1 .50 
FOR  THE  LIPS 

Fresh  Lip  Colour  24  Shades  £1.50 

Sheer  Colour  Gloss  6  Shades...  .  £1.50 

Lip  Liner  Pencil  4  Shades   £1.10 

Glide-on  Lip  Gloss  4  shades  £1 .75 


FOR  THE  FACE 

Fresh  New  Make-up 

4  Shades  £1.95 

Stay  Balanced  Make-up 

4  Shades  £1.95 

Pressed  Powder  Compact 

4  Shades   £2.25 

Pressed  Powder  Refill 

4  Shades    £1.75 

Concealer  Stick  3  Shades  £  1 .50 

Creamy  Cheek  Colour 

4  Shades   £1.50 

Brush-on  Blusher  4  Shades    £2.25 

Opaline  Glow  £1 .75 


FOR  THE  EYES 

Once-a-Day 

Lashiest  Mascara  4  Shades  £1.75 
Action  Lash  Mascara 

4  Shades  £1.75 

Fresh  Eye  Colour  1 5  Shades  £1.50 
Fresh  Eye  Colour  Duet 

6  Combinations  £1.75 

Fresh  Eye  Colour  Quartet 

4  Combinations   £  1 .95 

EyeProw  Pencil  3  Shades  95p 
Eyeliner  Pencil  8  Shades  £1.10 
Kohl/Smudger  5  Shades  £1.50 


GONDOLA  DISPENSER  -  MODEL  G29 

MDTH   29  (74cm)  DEPTH    16"  (4  Icm)  HEIGHT  55(M0cm) 


f  4  dispensers  to  choose  from: 

-  Gondola  -  Counter,  30"  depth 

-  Counter,  21 "  depth  -  Free-standing 

f  Easy  for  staff  to  replenish  and  clean 
f  (  Integral  testers  for  lips,  eyes  and  face 
f  Detailed  product/price/shade  title  strips 

Dramatic  full  colour  magazine  advertising 


£300,000  of  advertising  in  the  first  five  months  of  launch  in 
leading  women's  magazines. 


New  Beecham  Sominex  creates  a  major  opportunity  for 
pharmacists  everywhere.  It  is  the  first  clinically  proven  ( )TC 
remedy  specifically  presented  for  occasional  sleeping 
problems. 

Sleep  laboratory  trials  show  Sominex  promotes  easy, 
restful  sleep  whilst  maintaining  normal,  beneficial  sleep 
patterns. 

Sominex  contains  the  proven  and  reliable  active 
ingredient,  Promethazine  1  lydrochloride  (2()mg).  Sominex 
can  be  sold  over  the  counter,  without  prescription. 
The  scale  of  the  need  for  Sominex 

Recent  research  shows  that  occasional  difficulty  in 
getting  a  good  night's  sleep  is  a  problem  for  at  least  two 
mil  lion  people  in  Britain. 

They  sometimes  have  difficulty  in  falling  asleep. 
(  )r  sleep  is  disturbed  and  broken. 

They  are  not  chronic  insomniacs.  They  are  ordinary 


people  with  a  common  problem:  the  annoyance  and 
frustration  of  sleeplessness. 
They  need  help. 

With  new  Sominex,  you, the  pharmacist,  can  provide  it. 

Pharmacy  sales  only 

Customers  who  seek  your  help  will  appreciate  your 
advising  them  about  Sominex. 

( i  Ps  are  being  informed  too,  so  other  customers  will  be 
coming  to  you  on  their  doctor's  advice. 

SOMIN6X 

from  Beecham  Proprietaries  and 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers 

DETAILED  I'ECHNICAI  INFORMATION  XX  XII  Mill  ON  REQI  'EST. 


SCRIPT  SPECIALITIES 


A  new  fomulation  of  Bonjela  will  be 
available  from  October.  Reckitt  and 
Colman  say  the  improved  visocity  and 
adhesiveness  ensures  the  gel  can  be  more 
accurately  positioned  and  adheres  longer 
to  the  gum  or  ulcer.  The  introduction  of  the 
new  thicker  formula  will  be  supported  by 
widespread  advertising  in  the  national 
women's  Press.  A  two  dozen  counter 
display  pack  is  available  from  Reckitt  & 
Colman  Products  Ltd  pharmaceutical 
division,  Dansom  Lane,  Hull 


Topicycline 

Manufacturer  Norwich  Eaton  Ltd,  PO  Box 
27,  Hedley  House,  St  Nicholas  Avenue, 
Gosforth,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  NE3  1LR 
Description  Two  bottles,  one  containing  a 
yellow  powder,  the  other  70ml  solvent 
which  must  be  combined  prior  to  use.  The 
powder  contains  154mg  tetracycline  HC1 
Ph  Eur  as  active  ingredient  and  230mg 
4-epitetracycline  HC1  and  70mg  sodium 
bisuplhite.  The  solvent  contains  1.25mg/ml 
n-decyl  methyl  sulphoxide  and  citric  acid 
in  a  40  per  cent  ethanol  solution.  Once 
reconstituted  Topicycline  contains 
2.2mg/ml  tetracycline  HC1.  At  time  of 
dispensing,  liquid  is  poured  into  powder- 
containing  bottle  and  contents  dissolved 
Further  information  DecMSO  enhances 
penetration  of  tetracycline  through  skin 
Uses  Treatment  of  acne  vulgaris 
Dosage  To  be  applied  topically  twice  a 
day.  Apply  generously  to  entire  affected 
area,  not  individual  lesions,  until  skin  is 
thoroughly  wet 

Contraindications  Hypersensitivity  to  any 
of  the  ingredients  or  any  other 
tetracycline.  Keep  out  of  eyes,  nose  and 
mouth.  Because  serum  level  of  tetracycline 
resulting  from  use  (less  than  0.  lug/ml)  is 
less  than  7  per  cent  of  thaf  associated  with 
500mg  daily  oral  dose,  liver  damage  is 
highly  unlikely,  even  in  patient  with  renal 
impairment.  Warnings  associated  with  oral 
tetracycline  should  be  considered.  No  data 
on  use  in  pregnancy.  Not  known  whether 
any  component  administered  will  appear 
in  human  milk.  Safety  in  children  below  11 
years  not  established 
Side  effects  Some  may  experience 
stinging,  burning  sensation,  normally  lasts 
no  more  than  a  few  minutes.  No  indication 
that  discomfort  leads  to  reduced 
compliance 

Precautions  Reconstituted  Topicycline 
should  be  used  within  eight  weeks  and 
stored  at  room  temperature  or  below. 
Unused  material  should  be  discarded 
Packs  Carton  containing  bottles  of  powder 
and  solvent  for  reconstitution  of  solution, 
applicator  and  overcap  (£7.90  trade) 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Issued  September  1985 


Kerfoot  add  3,,. 

Kerfoot  now  have  available  amiloride  5mg, 
frusemide  20mg  and  tamoxifen  lOmg 
tablets.  The  amiloride  5mg  tablets  are 
biconvex,  yellow,  uncoated,  embossed 
"KC3"  on  one  side  (100  £7.10  trade).  The 
frusemide  20mg  tablets  are  flat,  bevelled, 
white,  uncoated  with  no  markings  (100, 
£1.50)  and  the  tamoxifen  lOmg  tablets  are 
biconvex,  8mm  in  diameter,  white 


uncoated  with  no  markings  (30  £8.15,  250 
£68).  Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co  Ltd,  Vale  of 
Bardsley,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Lancashire. 


...Berk  add  4 

Berk  Pharamceuticals  have  added 
oxprenolol  tablets  and  three  linctuses  to 
their  range  of  generics. 

The  oxprenolol  tablets  come  in  four 
strengths  —  20mg  white,  round  tablets 
marked  "Berk  1G1"  (100  £2  trade),  40mg 
white,  round  tablets  marked  "Berk  2G1" 
(100  £3.30),  80mg  pale  yellow,  round 
tablets  marked  Berk  3G1  (100  £5.04)  and 
160mg  pale  orange,  round  tablets  marked 
Berk  4G1  (100  £9.07).  Also  new  are  simple 
linctus  BP  (21itres  £3.07),  codeine  linctus 
BP  15mg  in  5ml  as  codeine  phosphate 
(21itres  £6.52)  and  pholcodeine  linctus  BP 
5mg  in  5ml  (21itres  £5.24).  Berk 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Leonards  House, 
St  Leonards  Road,  Eastbourne,  Sussex. 

BRIEFS 

New  size  Polytar  emollient:  The  250ml 
Polytar  emollient  pack  is  being  replaced 
with  a  350ml  size  (£4.87  trade).  The  250ml 
pack  will  continue  to  be  supplied  until 
stocks  are  exhausted.  The  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority  has  been  notified  and 
will  reimburse  on  250ml  or  350ml.  Stiefel 
Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd,  Holtspur  Lane, 
Woodburn  Green,  High  Wycombe, 
Bucks. 

Guarem  granules  are  now  available  in  a 
100-pack  sizes  (£10.98  trade).  At  the 
recommended  dosage  (three  sachets  per 
day)  this  provides  sufficient  for  one 
month's  treatment.  Rybar  Laboratories 
Ltd,  29  Hill  Avenue,  Amersham,  Bucks. 
Ferrograd:  The  name  Ferro-gradumet  has 
changed  to  Ferrograd,  say  Abbott 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough,  Kent. 
Trandate  lOOmg  and  200mg  tablets  are 
now  available  in  56-tablet  calendar  packs 
(lOOmg  £5.05,  200mg  £8.20  trade), 
designed  with  the  older  hypertensive  in 
mind.  The  calendar  strip  has  been  printed 
in  black  lettering  on  silver  foil,  with  the 
days  in  a  bold  typeface.  For  patients  with 
less  agile  fingers,  the  tablets  are  widely 
spaced  to  make  them  easier  to  press  out, 
and  the  blisters  are  shallower  than  usual  so 
the  minimum  of  pressure  is  needed.  The 
current  presentations  remain  available. 
Duncan  Flockhart  &  Co  Ltd,  700  Oldfield 
Lane  North,  Greenlord,  Middlesex. 
Pondocillin  suspension  has  been 
reformulated  with  a  banana  flavour.  As 
from  September  30  all  bottles  supplied  will 
contain  the  new  formulation,  which 
remains  sugar-free.  Prices  are  unchanged, 
say  Edwin  Burgess  Ltd,  Longwick  Road, 
Princes  Risborough,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 


Jackson  ads: 
Impish  &  Throaty 

Emest  Jackson  are  running  national  Press 
advertising  for  Throaties,  Imps  and 
Centurion  vitamin  C  pastilles  this  Winter. 

Throaties  are  being  backed  with 
advertisements  in  The  Sun,  Mirror,  Daily 
Express  and  Daily  Mail  with  headlines:  "A 
sore  throat  needn't  leave  a  bad  taste  in  the 
mouth"  and,  'Throat  medication  that  isn't 
hard  to  swallow."  The  campaign  starts  on 
October  1  and  runs  into  February.  For  the 
first  time  Throaties  are  also  being 
advertised  on  the  London  Underground, 
with  4,000  cards  on  most  lines.  Last  year's 
counter  dump  bin  has  been  redesigned  for 
1985-86  with  new  graphics. 

Menthol  and  liquorice  flavour  Imps  are 
being  advertised  for  the  first  time  in  years. 
Insertions  are  planned  between 
September  and  April,  in  the  Daily  Mail, 
Daily  Express,  Times  and  Daily 
Telegraph. 

The  Centurion  campaign,  also  running 
through  to  April,  features  strip 
advertisements  in  the  Daily  Mail,  Daily 
Telegraph  and  Daily  Express  with  the 
headlines  "A  healthy  investment"  and 
"The  vitamin  C  that's  doubly,  deliciously 
different."  The  company  says  that  it  will 
reach  72  per  cent  of  housewives  with 
children  at  least  four  times.  Arcadian 
Confections  Ltd,  Crediton,  Devon. 


Single  Shoo 

Shoo  insect  repellent  30ml  bottles  (£1.48) 
are  now  available  singly  (£0.92  trade).  The 
display  outer  pack  of  24  by  30ml  bottles 
continues  to  be  available  (£21.84  trade). 
Torbet  Laboratories  Ltd,  Boughton  Lane, 
Maidstone,  KentME159QQ. 
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Kodak  focus 
on  flew  disc 

Kodak  are  launching  two  dii'6  cameras  in 
October,  the  tele-disc  and  the  3600,  to 
replace  the  3100,  3500  and  4000.  Both 
carheras  and  various  film  promotions  will 
be  backed  with  POS  material  and  Press 
advertising,  along  with  a  continuation  of 
the  television  campaign  until  October. 

Both  cameras  have  an  integral  flash 
that  operates  every  time  a  picture  is  taken 
to  "fill  in"  the  shadows,  even  in  daylight. 

the  tele-disc's  normal  lens  is  a  12.5m  f 
4.0,  3-element  glass  lens,  replaced  by  a 
22mm  f  5.6  3-element  glass  lens  when  the 
extendable  flash  is  released  —  the  dual 
magnification  viewfinder  switches  over 
automatically.  The  tele  lens  is  focussed 
from  6ft  to  infinity  and  the  normal  lens 
from  3ft  to  infinity  with  low-light  flash 
ranges  of  6-16ft  and  3-20ft. 


The  cameras  come  in  kits  containing 
15-exposure  Kodak  VR  200  ISO  film,  two 
AA  batteries,  an  instruction  leaflet,  a 
3-year  warranty  and  a  £1  voucher.  Colour 
pages  in  the  Radio  Times  and  Sunday 
Express  will  spearhead  advertising. 

Completing  the  camera  range  are  the 
110  Ektra  and  Ektralite  (now  with  srps  of 
£15  and  £27)  and  the  instant  models,  the 
Trimprmt  920  and  940  (£30  and  £40). 

For  Christmas  Kodak  are  giving  a 
"20-picture"  photo  album  with  twin-packs 
of  VR  100  disc,  110  24s  and  24  and  36 
exposure  35mm  films.  The  blister  packs 
stand  free  or  on  a  merchandiser  as  can 
twin  packs  of  36  exposure  35mm 
Ektachrome  and  Kodachrome  64  film, 
which  include  four  free  Mn  1500  batteries. 
Further  multispeed  tri-packs  of  35mm  VR 
and  Ektrachrome  film  contain  a  voucher 
for  a  chosen  film. 

Kodak  stock  boxes  of  film,  twin  pack 
promotions  and  POS  are  available  from 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers.  "Carter" 
display  units  are  available  direct  from 
Kodak  with  large  quantities  of  stock:  they 
can  also  be  purchased.  The  smaller  dealer 
and  chemist  can  contact  Joanne  Archer 
for  details  of  relevant  offers  at  Kodak  Ltd, 
PO  Box  66,  Kodak  House,  Heme] 
Hempstead,  Herts  HP1 1JU. 


Snappy  product 

Keystone  are  launching  the  35mm  AF1, 
autofocus  camera  at  the  end  of  September. 

It  has  built-in  electronic  flash  and 
contains  features  incorporated  in  cameras 
selling  at  much  higher  prices,  the 
company  says.  The  infra  red,  auto  focus 
system  incorporates  an  aiming  circle  in  the 
viewfinder.  A  focus  lock  activates  only  the 
autofocus  system  without  taking  a  picture 
to  allow  "refraining." 

Packed  in  a  display  box  with  a  Kodak 
film  and  two  AA  alkaline  batteries,  the 


anticipated  price  is  under  £60.  Keystone 
Camera  (UK)  Ltd,  Unit  31,  Ashville  Way, 
Cambridge  Road,  Whetstone,  Leicester. 


Cosina  switch 

Sangers  Photographies  Wholesale  Ltd  are 
now  responsible,  with  C.Z.  Scientific 
Instruments  Ltd,  for  the  marketing  and 
distribution  of  Cosina  cameras  and  lenses. 
The  range  of  Cosina  cameras  and  lenses 
on  offer  is  shortly  to  be  increased,  say 
Sangers  Photographies  Wholesale  Ltd, 
Priory  House,  Birmingham  B18  6LX. 


Fujimex  Ford 


ahead •  •  • 


Fujimex  are  running  a  consumer 
competition  on  Fujicolour  HR1600  colour 
film,  with  a  Ford  Escort  XR3i  as  first  prize. 

The  company  is  giving  each  entrant  a 
£l-off  voucher  towards  their  Fujicolour 
HR1600  film,  and  are  pushing  the 
competition  in  Ford  main  dealer 
showrooms.  Entrants  have  to  say  how 
much  film  will  fit  in  an  Escort.  Colour 
advertisements  will  appear  in 
photographic  magazines  and  in  Car  and 
Motor. 

POS  material  is  available  for  windows 
and  counter  merchandising. 

There  are  three  second  prizes  of  the 
Fuji  DL200  camera,  and  250  runner-up 
prizes  of  the  Car  Photo  book.  Fujimex  Ltd, 
Division  of  Hanimex  Ltd,  Faraday  Road, 
Dorcan,  Swindon,  Wilts. 


Two  compacts 
from  Silber 

Silber  have  introduced  two  Panasonic 
cameras  and  a  dealer  promotion. 

The  cameras  are  the  35mm  compact 
Panasonic  C-600  AF  (around  £104.95)  and 
a  DX  version  of  the  Panasonic  C-500  AF. 
The  former  has  film  speeds  of  up  to  ISO 
1600,  automatic  focus,  exposure  control 
and  pop-up  flash.  Film  loading  and 
winding  is  automatic. 

The  C-500  AF  will  retain  all  its 
standard  features  plus  DX  decoding  and 
will  sell  for  around  £74.95  from  October. 

The  "Panasonic  Prize  Passport 
Promotion"  will  run  to  December  offering 
a  selection  of  prizes  and  the  flexibility  to 
promote  sales.      Silber  Ltd,  Engineers 
Way,  Wembley,  Middlesex. 


This  is  how  often  youll 

be  seeing  the 
Mu-Cron  commercial. 


CUAR5  THE  HOS£ 


With  a  TV  spend  of  £T5  million,  from  November  it'll  be  seen  again  and  again  and  again. 
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■PROTECT^ 
AND  "SANS 

Si 


Nivea  take  Ski 
to  the  hills 

Smith  &  Nephew  are  introducing  a  range 
of  products  for  Winter  sports  enthusiasts 
called  Nivea  alpine  sun. 

There  are  four  products  in  the  range:  a 
high  protection  cream  SPF  10  for  those 
unaccustomed  to  the  sun  or  who  ski  at  very 


high  altitude  (£2.65);  a  medium  protection 
cream  SPF  6  (£2.45)  and  an  afterski 
moisturiser  containing  allantoin  (£2.15). 
All  three  products  come  in  50ml  tubes. 
The  range  is  completed  with  a  lipsalve  SPF 
12  to  protect  hps  against  sun  and  wind 
(£1.25). 

It  is  available  in  a  display  unit  which 
carries  six  of  each  tube  and  12  lipsalves. 
Leaflets  giving  details  of  an  offer  will  be 
available  with  the  display  unit.  The  offer 
gives  consumers  the  opportunity  to  buy  a 
personal  stereo  (£19)  for  £11 .99.  The 
range  will  be  available  at  the  end  of 
October. 

"The  Winter  sports  market  offers 
excellent  opportunities  for  incremental 
business,  with  over  four  million  British 
people  taking  skiing  holidays  last  year.  At 
present  the  market  is  worth  around  £3. 5m 
rsp  between  October  and  March  and 
Nivea  Sun  holds  a  7  per  cent  share,"  say 
Smith  &  Nephew  Consumer,  PO  Box  81, 
Hessle  Road,  Hull  HU3  2BN. 


Tasty  promotion 

Farley  Health's  flavoured  Complan  will 
feature  a  consumer  promotion  for  a  limited 
period  from  October. 

An  offer  of  25p  off  next  purchase  will 
be  carried  on  250g  packs  of  strawberry, 
chocolate,  butterscotch  and  malted 
flavours.  Farley  Health  Products  Ltd,  Ton 
Lane,  Plymouth  PL3  SUA. 


Stylish  offer 


House  of  Carmen  are  featuring  a  lingerie 
offer  on  the  following  products:  Blow  n' 
Curl,  Blow  n'  Shape,  Super  Style,  1200 
hairdryer,  Heatwave  and  Smoothie  Too. 

Consumers  who  purchase  one  of  these 
products  can  fill  in  the  mail  order  coupon 


and  send  it  with  a  cheque  to  receive  f  rench 
knickers  (£4.50)  and  camisole  top  (£4.50), 
available  in  white,  black  or  rose.  House  of 
Carmen,  Carmen  House,  Deer  Park 
Road,  London  SW193UK. 


Mousse  for  men 

Bristol  Myers  are  launching  a  hair  mousse 
for  men  called  Vitalis  hair  styling  foam 
(£1.39). 

The  mousse  can  be  used  on  wet  or  dry 
hair  and  is  said  to  give  body  and  control 
without  greasiness  or  stiffness.  "Its  fresh 
fragrance  makes  it  particularly  suitable  for 
men,"  says  the  company. 

It  will  be  available  initially  in  display 
outers  which  hold  14  cans  and  are  two 
facings  wide.  Bristol  Myers  Co  Ltd, 
Stamlord  House,  Station  Road,  Langley, 
Bucks  SL3  6EB. 


Numark  offers 
for  October 

Numark's  October  promotions  will  include 
the  following  products:  Atrixo,  Badedas, 
Bodyform,  Blue  II  disposable  razors, 
Nivea  creme,  lotion,  freshener  and  extra 
light,  Nusoft  all-in-one  shaped  elasticated 
nappies,  Peaudouce  Babyslips,  Robinsons 
dried  baby  foods,  Soft  &  Gentle  anti- 
perspirant,  Sunsilk  hairspray,  Tampax, 
Toni  perms,  Complan,  Dextrosol  glucose 
tablets,  Foamy,  Hanx  Mansize  tissues, 
Imperial  Leather  soap,  lohnsons  baby 
powder,  Loving  Care,  Oil  of  Ulay  beauty 
cleanser,  Poly  Hi-lights,  Radox  herbal 
bath  additive,  Savlon  liquid  antiseptic, 
Sunsilk  shampoo  and  styling  mousse, 
Supersoft  Once  shampoo,  Vaseline  Gentle 
Care  shampoo,  Wella  Bio  Dry  styling 
lotions  and  Wilkinson  double  edge  blades. 

Family  care  specials  include  Actal, 
Bisodol  powder  and  tablets,  Blisteze, 
Coldrex,  Confirm,  Disprin,  Halls 
Mentholyptus,  Hedex,  Hedex  Plus, 
Seltzer,  and  Soluble,  Hills  bronchial 
balsam,  Lanacane,  Lem-sip,  Nucross 
paracetamol,  Rennie,  Savlon  antiseptic 
cream,  Triogesic,  Triominic,  Wrights 
vaporizer  kits  complete,  fluid  and  block. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wiltshire, 
BA129JU. 

A  Sterling 
Coldrex  offer 

Sterling  Health  have  announced  a  special 
Autumn  trade  promotion  for  Coldrex  of  14 
packs  to  a  12  pack  tray.  POS  material  is 
available  from  Sterling  Health,  1  Onslow 
Street,  Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  4YS. 


This  is  how  often  youll 

be  seeing  the 
Mu-Cron  commercial. 


With  a  TV  spend  of  £1-5  million,  from  November  it'll  be  seen  again  and  again  and  again. 


aims  the  nom  | 

CATARRH 
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MAKING 
PROFIT  FROM 
CONTACT  LENS 
SOLUTIONS  IS 
NO  PROBLEM 

WITH 
MADDEN  & 
LAYMAN 


•  Buy  from  M&L,  the  contact 
lens  solutions  specialists. 

•  Choose  from  a  wide  range 
of  all  DHSS  approved 
brands.  Prompt  delivery 
from  stock. 

•  High  profit  potential. 

•  Small  order  flexibility  with 
extra  discount  bonus. 

•  Send  for  our 
comprehensive  price  list 
and  FREE  STOCKIST 
STICKER. 

Please  send  me  your  contact 
lens  solutions  price  list  and 
discount  details  plus  a  stockist 
sticker. 

Name  


Address 


MADDEN  &  LAYMAN  LTD. 
Silverhill  House, 
221-229  London  Road 
St  Leonards-on-Sea, 
East  Sussex 
TN37  e>TW 
Telephone 

(04^4)  44rit>44 

MADDEN  &  LAYMAN  LTD 

The  Complete  Contact  Lens  Service 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Black  & 
Decker  get 
personal 

Black  &  Decker  are  launching  a  range  of 
personal  care  appliances  as  part  of  their 
entry  into  the  UK  houseware  market  this 
October. 

Stowaway  is  a  co-ordinated  range  of 
compact  but  powerful  hair  dryers,  curling 
brushes,  travel  irons  and  a  lady  shaver,  all 
styled  in  red  and  white. 

There  are  two  models  of  dual  voltage 
hair  dryer:  Stowaway  1000,  a  two-speed 
dryer  with  a  folding  handle,  and  Stowaway 
1500,  a  more  powerful  dryer  with  "low 
noise"  motor  and  travel  bag  (1000 
foldaway,  £9.99;  ISOOfastdry,  £11.99). 

The  curling  brushes  are  of  slim  design 
with  retractable  bristles.  The  retractable 
styler  offers  complete  retraction  of  the 
curling  brushes  into  the  handle  and  there 
is  an  integral  curling  tong  for  troublesome 
hair  or  special  styling  (superstyler  I,  £7.99; 
retractable,  £9.99). 

In  travel  irons  there  is  a  choice  of 
compact  dry  and  steam  irons,  both  with 
non-stick  sole  plates.  The  steam  iron 
(£14.99)  offers  the  performance  of  larger 
models  but  weights  only  lib  and  has  a 
detachable  water  tank  for  tap  water.  The 
dry  iron  (£10.99)  packs  flat  for  carrying 
and  has  its  own  travel  bag.  With  its  dual 
voltage  facility  it  is  ideal  for  travellers,  says 
the  company. 

The  battery  operated  lady  shaver 
(£8.99)  has  twin  action  blades,  is  only 


12cm  long  and  comes  with  a  travel  bag 
and  cleaning  brush. 

The  Stowaway  twosome  is  a  travel 
holdall  containing  dry  iron  and  1200W 
hair  dryer  (£22.99).  Display  stands  are 
available  to  hold  the  complete  range. 

Over  ZVi  million  will  be  spent  on 
above- the-line  advertising  during  the 
coming  year.  A  television  campaign  starts 
in  November  in  the  London,  Anglia  and 
TVS  areas,  aimed  at  the  Christmas  gift 
market.  This  will  be  followed  by  a 
campaign  in  the  remaining  television 
areas  in  Spring/Summer,  aimed  at  the 
holiday  market.  Advertising  in  the 
women's  Press  is  being  considered  for 
after  Christmas. 

Introductory  deals  will  be  offered  to 
the  trade  through  the  wholesaler  network. 
Pharmacies  may  obtain  supplies  through 
electricals  wholesalers;  the  larger  chains 
may  buy  direct  from  the  company. 

The  entry  into  the  houseware  market 
follows  Black  &  Decker's  purchase  of  the 
small  appliances  division  of  US  based 
General  Electric  last  year.  Consumer 
research  showed  that  women  were  well 
aware  of  the  Black  &  Decker  name  from 
their  involvement  in  the  purchase  and, 
sometimes,  use  of  the  company's  power 
tools  which  had  a  reputation  for  quality 
and  reliability.  Black  &  Decker,  The 
Grove,  Westpoint,  Slough,  Berks 
SL1 1QQ. 


Crescent  get 
under  the  skin 

Crescent  Preparations  Co  are  introducing 
a  series  of  skin  care  kits  containing  raw 
materials  such  as  cocoa  butter,  beeswax 
and  almond  oil. 

Two  kits  are  currently  available  — 
chamomile  cleansing  cream  and  marigold 
nourishing  cream  (£7.95  each)  but  the 
range  is  being  developed  to  include  all 
stages  of  a  skincare  regime. 

The  preparations  are  simple  and  fun  to 
make  and  need  only  the  basic  kitchen 
equipment,  says  the  company.  They  take 
between  15  to  20  minutes  to  make  and  an 
instruction  leaflet  is  included. 

The  design  of  the  kits  is  inspired  by  the 
old  apothecaries  with  glass  tubes 
stoppered  with  cork  and  sealed  in  wax  and 


make  an  ideal  present  say  Crescent. 

A  "Home  Apothecary's"  manual  is  in 
preparation  containing  recipes  and 
information  on  natural  ingredients.  The 
kits  are  available  by  post  from  Crescent 
Preparations  Co  Ltd,  Tyler  Hill, 
Canterbury,  Kent  CT29NG. 


In  Vogue... 

Chesebrough  Pond's  Perfect  Colour  by 
Cutex  will  be  featured  in  a  four  page 
advertorial  in  Vogue  in  October. 

The  advertorial  with  the  copyline 
"Baroque  —  opulence  revisited"  will 
feature  the  new  Autumn  colours  such  as 
black  and  fushia,  black  and  gold  and 
turquoise  and  purple  combinations. 

"As  seen  in  Vogue"  showcards  will  be 
available  for  use  in-store.  Chesebrough- 
Pond'sLtd,  PO  Box  242,  Consort  House, 
Victoria  Street,  Windsor,  Berks. 
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Every  customer  who  has  ordered 
the  new  Insignia  Range 
Merchandiser  parcel  will  be 
automatically  entered  in  a  monthly 
prize  draw  to  be  held  at  the 
beginning  of  October,  November 
and  December  '85. 

TOP  MONTHLY  PRIZE 

An  Atari  130XE  Computer  and 
business  software  package  worth 
over  £400. 
PLUS 

10  Texas  T166  programmable 
calculators  worth  £40each  must  be 
won. 


Your  chance  to 
programme  for 

profit  with  the 


Insignia 


display  prize  programme 


INSIGNIA.^ 


tfse  new 

•  body  programme 


FIND  OUT  IF  YOU'RE  A  WINNER 

#  Prize  draw  winners  will  be  notified 
by  post  immediately  after  each 
monthly  draw. 

#  A  list  of  winners  will  be  published  in 
Chemist  &  Druggist  during  October, 
November  and  December. 

But  remember ...  You  must  have 
the  Range  Merchandiser  on  display 
when  we  call  to  present  your  prize. 


/://///  


Li 


MAKE  SURE  YOU'RE  IN  THE 
RUNNING 

#  Keep  your  Merchandiser  looking 
good!  If  you  run  low  on  stock  call  the 
Insignia  Hotline  on  091-237  1231. 

#  If  you  have  placed  an  order  for  an 
Insignia  Merchandiser  the  full 
details  of  the  Display  Prize 
Programme  will  be  with  you  shortly. 


|  e80,gS3W55T| 

Li  i  i  i  .1  i 

L_ 

l_j 

L_S 

L_ 

L_ 

t_ 

L_ 

L_ 

1  luil 

L_J 

L_J 

L_ 

L_ 

L_ 

C 

L_J 

L_ 

L_ 

L_ 

L_ 

Li_ 

ll 

_  L_ 

L_ 

b 

_  m 

u'l_ 

;L_ 

LiLl 

L_! 

Shulton  (GB)  Ltd,  Shulton  House,  Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham,  Berks.  RG11  2SN, 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Ever  Ready  put 
the  Seal  on... 


Ever  Ready  are  promoting  the  Gold  Seal 
battery  range  in  a  £4m  campaign  running 
before  and  after  Christmas. 

The  promotion  will  be  spearheaded  by 
a  television  burst  running  nationally  from 
November  to  January. 

Full  colour  Press  advertisements  are 
currently  appearing  in  all  the  principal 
photographic  magazines  and  will  continue 
in  the  four  months  up  to  Christmas. 

The  advertising  push  is  being 
supported  with  a  "money-off/money-back" 
promotion  on  LR20,  LR14,  LR6,  LR03,  and 
6LF22  blister  packs.  Special  flashed  packs 
offer  the  consumer  a  choice:  either  to 
redeem  the  coupon  directly  with  a 
participating  stockist  to  claim  20p  off  the 


next  purchase  or  to  collect  five  20p 
coupons  and  send  them  off  to  collect  £2  — 
double  the  value. 

Ever  Ready  are  backing  Silver  Seal 
with  a  Christmas-time  promotion  aimed  at 
gift  buyers.  Full  page  colour 
advertisements  will  appear  in  television 
programme  publications  in  mid- 
December  with  a  competition,  offering  the 
winner,  a  fly-drive  holiday  to  the  USA  with 
British  Airways,  worth  $5,000. 

Each  entrant  will  receive  a  voucher 
worth  $100  for  spending  in  the  USA  with 
specified  fly-drive  operators  or  the  option 
of  £30  to  spend  on  a  European  holiday,  so 
long  as  the  holidays  are  booked  through  a 
named  travel  company. 

Two  proofs  of  purchase  from  any  size 
Silver  Seal  batteries  (blister  carded  or 
pillow  wrapped),  will  be  required  and 
entrants  will  be  tested  on  appropriate 
usage  of  Silver  Seal  batteries.  Ever  Heady 
Ltd,  Ever  Beady  House,  93  Burleigh 
Gardens,  Southgate,  London  N14  5AN. 


A  Pampered 
relaunch 


Stuart  Edgar  have  relaunched  the 
Pampered  range  of  shampoos  and 
conditioners  with  more  varieties, 
redesigned  packaging  and  new 


formulation. 

The  shampoo  is  available  in  250ml 
(£0.45)  and  500ml  (£0.59)  bottles  while  the 
conditioner  comes  in  125ml  (£0.33)  and 
250ml  (£0.45).  Seven  varieties  are 
available  in  the  shampoo  range:  normal, 
dry,  greasy,  unruly,  medicated,  family 
and  henna. 

Five  varieties  form  the  conditioner 
range,  these  being  —  normal,  dry,  greasy, 
unruly  and  henna.  Both  the  shampoos  and 
conditioners  are  bar-coded.  Stuart  Edgar 
Ltd,  Etherstone  Mill,  Warrington  Boad, 
Blazebury,  Warrington. 


New  Jo-ba  

Jo-ba  are  this  Autumn  introducing  pure 
silk  conditioner  in  a  250ml  size  bottle  at  a 
retail  price  of  £1.39.  De  Witt  International 
Ltd,  Seymour  Boad,  London  E107LX. 


LRC  butter 
up  range 


LRC's  Buttercup  syrup  range  is  now  in 
cartons.  The  distinctive  buttercup  design 
has  been  updated  and  appears  on  bottle 
labels  as  well  as  on  the  new  cartons.  New 
shelf  edgers  are  available. 

Both  original  and  honey  and  lemon 
flavours  of  Buttercup  sweets  have  been 
repackaged  in  bright  new  foil  outer 
wrappers  and  display  boxes. 

The  range  will  be  supported  by  a 
campaign  on  TV-am  in  January  and 
February.  LBC  Products  Ltd,  North 
Circular  Boad,  Chingiord,  London 
E4  8QA. 


ON  TV 

NEXT  WEEK 

GTV  Grampian              U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border                       G  Grana 

da  (central) 

Y  Yorkshire 

C  Central  AAngha 
CTV  Channel  Islands      TSW  Soi 

thWest            HTV  Wales  &  West 
mes  Television    TVS  South 

LWT  London  Weekend  TTVTha 
C4ChanneU  BlTV-an 

TTTyneTees 

Askit  powders: 

STV 

Baby  Wet  Ones: 

All  areas  except  C4 

Calgon: 

A,TVS,TTV 

Corimist: 

All  areas 

Cream  Silk: 

All  areas 

Cymalon: 

Bt 

Farleys  Rusks: 

Bt 

Ideas  in  Colour: 

All  areas  except  TTV 

Listerine: 

All  areas 

Mennen  Speedstick: 

All  areas 

Migralift: 

Y,C4,(Yonly) 

Nurofen: 

All  areas  except  CTV 

Pond's  dry  skincare  range: 

STV,G,C,A,TVS,TTV 

Rennie: 

All  areas  except  U 

Robitussin:    U,STV,G,Y,C,  A,HTV,TVS,TT,Bt 

Signal  toothpaste: 

C.TTV 

Studio  Line: 

C4 

Vaseline  petroleum  jelly:  Bt 

This  is  how  often  youll 

be  seeing  the 
Mu-Cron  commercial. 


With  a  TV  spend  of  £1-5  million,  from  November  it'll  be  seen  again  and  again  and  again. 
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the  femfy  treatment  kit 
for  thedjrwation 
of  head  fee 
sr.  two  tours 


CARYLDERM 


!!0m! 


...so  we  did,  too. 


Modern  thinking  on  family  head  lice  control 
demands  immediate,  thorough  treatment  for  all,  even 
if  only  one  head  is  infested. 

It's  the  only  way  to  be  certain  that  infestation  and 
reinfestation  through  day-to-day  head  contact  is 
eliminated  from  the  family  group. 

To  help  you  bring  home  the  point  to  your 
customers  we've  introduced  new  PRIODERM  and 
CARYLDERM  FAMILY  TREATMENT  KITS  with  stylish  new- 
pack  designs  for  maximum  visibility. 


Each  contains  110ml  of  2-hour  kill  1<  >ti<  >n.  a  nit 
comb  for  effective  treatment  and  diagn<  >sis,  plus 
detailed  advice  and  instructions  for  use. 

Family  treatment  kits  are  a  brand  new  approach 
to  the  problem  of  head  lice,  and  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  you  to  increase  sales  in  this  area. 

So  contact  us  now  for  your  FREE  merchandising 
starter  pack,  including  a  colourful  and  informative 
new  educational  leaflet  for  your  o  >unter. 


PRIODERM*  CARYLDERM 


® 


LOTION,  SHAMPOO  AND  FAMILY       LOTION,  SHAMPOO  AND  FAMILY 
TREATMENT  KIT  TREATMENT  KIT 

Further  informatii  in  is  available  fr<  >m 
NAFP  }  Napp  Labi  irati  iries,  The  Science  Park,  Camhridge  CB4  4BH.  Member  of  the  Napp  Pharmaceutical  Group 
®  Prioderm  and  <  arylderm  are  registered  trade  marks  ©  Napp  Lib<  >rat<  iries  Limited  1985 
I'm  nit-nil  lotion  .mil  Shamnoo  contain  Malathion.  Carvlderm  lotion  and  Shamm  >o  contain  Curbarvl. 


THISISGOII 

£400 MILLK 


A  BONA  FIDE  INVITATION  FROM  COLO  RAMA  TO 


A  senior  Colorama  representative  will  visit 
you  in  the  near  future  and  invite  you  to 
become  one  of  our  successful  partners  in 
processing. 

Successful?  Colorama's  Fast  Foto  Service 
holds  the  Kodak  Gold  Award  for  consistent 
quality  and  service.  We  handle  the  major 


part  of  the  D  &  P  market  in  London  alone! 
We'll  increase  'high  street'  awareness  of 
your  shop,  under  your  name,  by  giving  you' 
the  added  support  of  our  experienced 
marketing  techniques,  major  advertising 
and  promotions,  in-store  videos  and  new 
display  material  with  a  style  and  impact  that) 
cannot  be  missed. 


IF  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  TAKE  PA 
YOU  CAN  SPEED  THINGS  UP| 

01- 

EVERYTH 


5  TO  SHAKE 
M  D&P  MARKET 

ISTS  AND  PH0T0SH0PS  IN  THE  SOUTH  EAST 


5  also  provide  discount  structures,  price 
s,  service  guides,  and  a  hot-line  for  on- 
i-spot  enquiries.For  your  sales 
sistants  there  are  staff  training  schemes 
ensure  that  they  provide  a  knowledgeable 
rvice  and  are  further  encouraged  with  the 
Dnthly  Colorama  Bonus  Scheme. 


Above  all  we  have  an  unparalleled 
reputation  for  quality,  service  and 
distribution. 

Our  representative  will  explain  the  full 
advantages  when  he  calls.  It  should  be  a 
worthwhile  discussion  and  if  it  ends  in  a 
handshake  -  the  results  will  ultimately 
shake  your  competitors! 


IIS  PROFITwBLE  PROGRAMME 
CALLTOKEimCRIPPSON 

082 


Lancaster  Street,  London  SJE1  ORP 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Piz  Buin  hits 
the  heights 

Piz  Buin  are  offering  the  high  altitude 
sports  enthusiast  a  new  Winter  sun  range. 

Sun  protection  creams  (factors  4,  6  and 
15)  are  available  in  roller-ball  bullet 
Combi-sticks,  retailing  at  £2.25.  A  sun 


■ 


protection  stick  factor  15  (5ml,  £1.75)  and 
total  block  (10ml,  £2.95)  are  designed  for 
the  hps,  nose,  eyelids  and  ears.  Super 
creams  come  in  30ml  tubes  and  are 
available  in  factors  4,  6  and  12  (£3.25).  A 
cold  air  protection  cream  for  high  altitude 
conditions  is  also  available  in  a  30ml  tube 
at  £3.95. 

All  Piz  Buin  products  are  water 
resistant  and  contain  UVA  and  UVB 
fillers.  The  range  has  been  packaged  in 
bright  blister  packs,  which  on  the  back 
carry  advice  on  the  products  to  use  for  the 
right  sun  protection. 

An  advertising  campaign  with  the 
copyline  "For  people  in  high  places,"  will 
centre  around  the  Daily  Mail  Ski  Show  at 
Earls  Court  in  November.  The  new  Piz 
Buin  advertisement  will  feature  on  the 
inside  front  cover  of  Ski  International,  the 
Ski  show,  November  edition. 

The  same  theme  will  carry  through  to  a 
London  Underground  poster  campaign 
also  running  in  November.  New  POS 
material  is  available  which  allows  the 
range  to  be  as  versatile  as  possible,  say 
Colson  &  Kay  Ltd,  Shentonfield  Road, 
Manchester  M224RW. 


Acclaim  for 
Vetchem 

Ceva  Ltd  are  to  use  pharmaceutical 
veterinarians  Vetchem  to  distribute  their 
recently  introduced  Acclaim  flea  control 
product  for  cats  and  dogs  to  the  trade. 

Vetchem  consists  of  eight  loosely 
associated  pharmacies  who  each  service 
their  local  areas  from  Scotland  to  the 
South  coast.  Members  include  W. 
Davidson,  Blairgowrie;  Wm  Murray, 
Dumfries;  Harold  Jobson,  Longtown; 
Brian  Spencer,  Lichfield;  Woodhead  & 
Lowe,  Thirsk;  Cox  &  Robinson,  Stony 
Stratford;  R.M.  Jones,  Hay  on  Wye;  M. 
Reynolds,  Highcliffe.  Members  are 
prepared  to  provide  technical  advice  with 
starter  parcels  of  veterinary  goods. 

Vetchem  was  formed  after  discussions 
between  the  Ag  &  Vet  Group  of  the  PSGB 
and  other  parties,  including  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  who  are 
helping  to  fund  Vetchem  in  its  early 
stages.  Brian  E.  Spencer  Ltd,  Common 
Lane,  Fradley,  Lichfield,  Staffs. 


For  muscular  aches  and  pains 
ALGIPAN  spray  and  rub 


An  autumn  offer,  involving  special  display  packs  of 
Algipan  spray,  is  available  on  Algipan  now.  For  full  details 
contact  your  Wyeth  Nutrition  &  Family  Health 
representative  or  ring  Wyeth  Laboratories  on 
Burnham  (06286)  4377  -  ext. 
(Offer  ends  30  October). 

All  cartons  of  Algipan 
now  emphasise  availability 
Algipan  spray. 

Contact  Wyeth  now  to 
guarantee  your  stock  of 
Algipan  spray  and  rub 
this  winter. 


Algipan  spray  is  especially  useful  for  those  hard  to  get  at  areas. 


ALGIPAN  m 

Cesmuseuiarachesondpoins 


*Trade  marks 


Wyeth  Laboratories, Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Linco  now  for 
frequent-use 


Carter  Wallace  are  launching  a  range  of 
premium-price,  natural,  shampoos  for 
frequent  use  under  the  brand  name  Linco 
to  sell  alongside  the  Linco  Beer  range. 

The  three  variants  —  henna,  camomile 
and  jojoba  are  said  to  each  have  a  natural 
formulation  to  deal  with  a  specific  hair 
type  or  problem.  'The  new  range  covers 
all  the  commonly  identified  'problem 
areas'  such  as  dry  or  greasy  hair  as  well  as 
taking  care  of  the  different  hair  types,  from 
blonde  through  to  redhead  and  even  afro 


hair,"  says  marketing  manager  David 
Thompson. 

The  shampoos  come  in  150ml  (£1.56) 
and  75ml  (£0.95)  bottles.  The  packaging 
features  illustrations  of  the  relevant  plants 
for  each  formulation. 

A  40ml  trial  size  (£0.29)  will  be 
available  while  stocks  last.  A  display  outer 
has  been  designed  for  the  trial  size  which 
carries  details  of  a  consumer  money-back 
offer.  Purchasers  of  the  trial  size  will  be 
offered  their  money  back  when  they  buy 
the  regular  150ml  size.  Other  POS 
material  includes  a  shelf  reserver. 

Carter  Wallace  estimate  the  shampoo 
market  to  be  worth  £126m  with  the 
cosmetic  sector  taking  an  £86m  share. 
David  Thompson  says:  "It  is  within  this 
sector  that  we  have  seen  a  real  increase 
with  a  9  per  cent  growth  year  on  year. 
Growth  areas  are  frequent  wash  products, 
larger  sizes  and  a  new  interest  in  natural, 
mild  formulations  and  premium-price 
products.  The  premium  sector  accounts 
for  25  per  cent  of  all  sales  in  the  cosmetic 
shampoo  market."  Carter  Wallace  Ltd, 
Wear  Bay  Road,  Folkestone,  Kent. 


One  man  and  his 
dog  for  Farley 

A  Farley's  rusks  with  wholemeal  television 
campaign  is  currently  running  on  TV-am. 

The  campaign  uses  a  new  commercial 
featuring  television  personality  lohn 
Noakes  as  a  baby  —  with  his  dog  'Shep.' 

Product  manager  lohn  Powell  says: 
"We  estimate  that  our  commercial  will  be 
seen  by  68  per  cent  of  the  target  market 
which  is  housewives  with  children  aged 
0-3  years."  The  campaign  is  part  of  this 
year's  £2m  advertising  and  promotional 
spend  for  Farley's  original,  low  sugar  and 
wholemeal  rusks  and  will  run  for  three 


more  weeks.  Farley  Health  Products  Ltd, 
Ton  Lane,  Plymouth  PL3  5UA. 


Get  a  rub  and 
then  a  spray 

Wyeth  Laboratories  are  running  a  special 
offer  of  display  packs  of  Algipan  spray 
with  orders  of  Algipan  rub. 

Retailers  who  buy  24,  40g  and  6,  80g 
packs  of  rub  will  get  three  free  display 
packs  of  spray.  If  the  order  is  increased  to 
48,  40g  and  12,  80g  rubs,  the  company  will 
give  away  9  free  spray  packs.  Wyeth 
Laboratories,  Huntercombe  Lane,  South 
Taplow,  Maidenhead,  Berks. 


Computerise 
with  Shulton 

Shulton  are  running  a  trade  offer  to 
coincide  with  the  September  launch  of 
Insignia,  the  co-ordinated  range  of  men's 
toiletries. 

Every  customer  who  orders  the 
merchandisei  parcel  will  be  entered  in  a 
monthly  prize  draw  to  be  held  at  the 
beginning  of  October,  November  and 
December. 

An  Atari  130XE  home  computer  and 
business  software  package  worth  £400 
plus  ten  £40  Texas  T166  calculators  will  be 
given  away  each  month. 

Prizes  will  only  be  awarded  if  the  range 
merchandiser  is  on  display  when 
representatives  call  on  the  winners. 
Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Shulton 
House,  Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham, 
Berks  RG112SN. 


Rennie  telly 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are  supporting 
original  Rennie  and  spearmint  Rennie  with 
a  £950,000  television  advertising  burst. 

The  30-second  commerical  is  being 
broadcast  nationally  and  is  running 
throughout  September  and  into  October. 
The  campaign  is  part  of  Nicholas'  £1 . 75m 
advertising  budget  for  Rennie  in  1985,  the 
heaviest  burst  ever  for  the  brand. 

Product  manager  Stefan  Hawryluk 
says:  "Although  Rennie  dominates  the 
OTC  indigestion  remedy  market  with  over 
50  per  cent  share  in  chemists,  we  still  see 
further  potential  through  the  growth  of 
spearmint  which  was  launched  two  years 
ago".  Nicholas  Kiwi  division  of  Nicholas 
Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough, 
Berks  SL14AU. 


This  is  how  often  you'll 

be  seeing  the 
Mu-Cron  commercial. 


With  a  TV  spend  of  £1-5  million,  from  November  it'll  be  seen  again  and  again  and  again. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Scholl:  new  step 
-  Active  sandal 


Scholl  are  launching  nationally  the  Active 
sandal  after  a  successful  test  market  in  the 
HTV  and  Anglia  regions. 

The  sandal,  (£22.99)  has  a  wedge 
shaped  shock-absorbent  base  so  the  heel 
has  a  bigger  surface  area  which,  helps 
prevent  shock  and  jarring.  Set  into  both 
sides  of  the  base  is  a  round  plug  made  of 
lower-density  rubber;  this  not  only  gives 
further  shock  absorption,  but  helps  the 
wearer  to  walk  evenly,  says  the  company. 


Uppers  are  in  soft,  niched  leather.  The 
elasticated  heel  strap  keeps  the  sandal 
securely  on  the  foot.  Colours  are  in  white, 
or  blue  on  a  pale  grey  base;  beige  or  red 
on  a  beige  base  and  come  in  sizes  3  to  8. 

New  Scholl  Soft  Step  styles  have  a 
slimmer,  more  elegant  base  made  of 
higher-density  material  for  better  shock- 
absorption.  Toning  uppers  in  a  choice  of 
colours  and  a  recessed  comfort  insock  with 
gold  lettering  give  an  upmarket, 

fashionable  appearance  say  Scholl.  Prices 
range  from  £19.99  to  £22.99.  All  soft  step 
sandals  have  a  money-back  comfort 
guarantee.  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John 
Street,  London  EC1P 1DH. 
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The  Hustler  range  of  men's  toiletries  will 
from  September  15  be  available  nationally 
through  De  Witt  International  Ltd, 
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For  quick,  effective 
relief  from  the  pain  of 
mouth  ulcers,  soreness 
of  the  gums  and 
denture-rubbing 

DENTMOX 
teething  gel 


Teething  baby  or  mum  with  a  mouth  ulcer.  Two  different  problems  requiring  two  different  remedies. 
For  mum,  the  powerful  formula  of  fast  acting  Medijel  gel  or  pastilles  brings  relief  in  seconds. 
Medijel  gel  is  soft  enough  to  be  placed  at  the  point  of  pain. 

For  baby,  there's  Dentinox  teething  gel,  the  one  that's  specially  formulated  for  babies  -  its  tried  and 
trusted  ingredients  quickly  and  safely  relieve  pain.  So  when  a  sore  mouth  looks  to  you  for  comfort, 
recommend  the  right  product.  Dentinox  for  baby  teething  and  Medijel  for  adult  mouth  ulcers. 


You  can  depend  on  DENDRON. 


Dendron  Ltd.,  94  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford,  Herts.  WDi  7JJ .  Tel :  (0923)  29251. 


Clairol  hair  colour.  You've  either  got  it 


Clairol  hair  colours  have  put  the  competition  in  the  shade.  This  year  we've 
increased  our  market  lead.  And  it's  still  growing. 

Our  brand  leader,  Nice'n  Easy  heads  up  the  permanent  sector.  Whilst  a  'sensitivi 
skin'  positioning  has  boosted  Clairesse  sales  by  25%. 

With  new  packaging  and  TV  support,  the  relaunched  Loving  Care  now  command 
over  30%  of  the  semi-permanent  sector. 


And,  thanks  to  TV,  Glints  is  now  a  shade  more  daring. 
_  We'd  be  dumb  not  to  mention  our  blonding  range.  Born  Blonde,  Summer  Blonde 
.  Flashlights  have  captured  over  37%  of  the  hair  _ _ ,  _ ,  ,„ 

|tening  market.  HAIR  COLOURS  FROM 

Hair  colours  from  Clairol. 

Let  our  success  go  to  your  head.  And  your  pocket. 


CLAIRj  L 

FLYING  COLOURS  FOR  YOU 
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Third  professional  session 


Limited  list  and  contract 
not  in  patients'  interests 


Major  changes  in  Government 
policy  such  as  the  limited  list  and 
the  new  contract  may  be 
counterproductive  in  terms  of 
providing  and  planning 
pharmaceutical  services  to  the 
patient. 

Neither  change  will  be  deemed  by  the 
consumer  to  be  in  the  public  interest, 
suggested  Dr  Ian  Jones,  of  the  pharmacy 
practice  research  unit  at  Bradiord 
University.  It  is  difficult  to  envisage 
dispensing  by  pharmacists  and 
compliance  by  the  elderly  improving  in 
1985,  he  said. 

Medicines  and  pharmaceutical 
services  are  supplied  to  the  public  through 
public  sector  finance.  In  any  review  of 
such  publ      'ctor  activity  it  is  imperative 
to  have  a  ciear  statement  of  policy  about 
the  status  and  future  of  the  NHS. 
Otherwise  serious  attention  needs  to  be 
given  to  satisfying  the  needs  of  senior 
citizens  through  private  as  opposed  to 
public  finance,  said  Dr  Jones. 

The  volume  of  prescriptions  being 
dispensed  made  it  difficult  to  see  how 
improving  that  service  could  be 
contemplated,  he  continued.  In  1984  396 
million  scripts  were  dispensed  in  the  UK 
by  11,621  pharmacies.  The  number  of 
scripts  per  pharmacy  per  year  now  stands 
at  34,076,  representing  an  increase  in 
productivity  of  95  per  cent  since  the 
inception  of  the  NHS.  This  amounted  to 
about  one  prescription  every  four  minutes 
for  every  pharmacy  every  day,  and  was  a 
very  creditable  performance,  Dr  Jones 
said. 

The  service  could  be  improved  if 
pharmacists  could  find  more  time  to  be  in 
face  to  face  situations  with  patients  —  it 
improved  compliance.  But  a  five  to  ten 
minute  counselling  session  was  not 
conducive  to  a  community  pharmacist 
faced  with  a  heavy  workload,  aggravated 
by  the  time  spent  sorting  out  queries  or 
errors  from  handwritten  prescriptions,  and 
deciphering  the  Drug  Tariff.  Nor  was 
compliance  improved  by  continual 
shopping  around  for  generics  and  parallel 
imports  to  beat  Drug  Tariff  prices,  and  the 
consequent  changed  appearance  of  the 
dispensed  product. 

Hastening  computer  written 
prescriptions  and  a  stable  policy  on  the 
prices  of  pharmaceuticals  could  help 
improve  dispensing  and  compliance. 

Pharmacists  do  need  to  spend  more 


time  with  patients.  But  even  then  not  all 
advice  will  be  remembered,  and  perhaps 
it  should  be  supplemented  with  a  patient 
orientated  data  sheet.  The  most  serious 
problem  was  with  the  elderly.  Typed  labels 
can  be  too  small  or  faint  to  read,  and  extra 
cautionary  labels  can  be 
counterproductive,  he  said.  The  best  care 
for  the  pharmaceutical  needs  of  the 
elderly  person  living  alone  is  for 
domicilliary  visits  to  be  made  at  regular 
intervals. 


The  current  terms  of  service  for 
contractors,  which  have  their  origin  in 
pre-NHS  days  are  also  be 
counterproductive,  Dr  Jones  said. 
Improved  counselling  and  use  of 
medication  organisers  could  help  cut 
waste,  which  is  excessive,  as  can  be  seen 
from  DUMP  campaigns,  he  argued. 
Savings  made  by  blacklisting  could  have 
been  achieved  by  introducing  measures  to 
curb  waste. 

Community  pharmacists  should 
pursue  the  concept  of  keeping  adequate 
records  of  prescribed  and  OTC  treatments 
and  to  effect  a  senior  citizen  patient 
registration  scheme,  he  said.  The 
domicilliary  oxygen  service  could  be 
regarded  as  an  embryonic  registration 
scheme. 


Prescribing  for 
the  elderly 

There  is  a  good  deal  of 
unsatisfactory  prescribing  for  the 
elderly  and  the  errors  made  are 
often  very  obvious,  said  Dr  R.  Tallis, 
senior  lecturer,  department  of 
geriatric  medicine,  Liverpool 
University,  during  Wednesday's 
professional  session. 

Dr  Tallis  studied  medicines  being 
taken  by  600  elderly  patients  admitted  to  a 
teaching  hospital,  from  the  time  they 
arrived  to  their  take-home  medication. 
There  were  200  contraindications  or 
interacting  drug  combinations  in  6,160 
prescriptions,  an  overall  frequency  of  3.2 
per  cent.  The  frequency  of  new  errors  was 
twice  as  high  among  GPs  as  among 
hospital  practitioners.  Of  the  67  contra- 


indications, 59  were  considered 
potentially  dangerous  and  16  of  the  133 
drug  interactions  could  lead  to  serious 
side  effects,  but  there  was  no  evidence  that 
patients  were  harmed  as  a  result. 

A  follow  up  study  looked  at 
prescriptions  given  to  1, 100  pensioners 
presenting  at  an  accident  and  emergency 
department.  There  were  369  interacting 
drug  combinations  in  2,354  prescriptions. 
Only  11  were  potentially  dangerous  but  a 
further  202  were  likely  to  lead  to  sub- 
optimal  treatment.  About  85  were  possibly 
beneficial  or  even  deliberate.  But  105 
drugs  were  contraindicated,  most  being 
drugs  to  be  avoided  in  renal  impairment. 

Dr  Tallis  described  Lifesave,  a 
computer  system  that  warns  clinicians 
when  they  are  prescribing  interacting  or 
contraindicated  drugs.  Covering  some 
1,100  medicines,  the  system  compares 
data  about  the  patient  against  a  databank 
which  lists  2,000  contraindications,  about 
16,000  cautions  and  all  the  interactions 
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Third  professional  session  and  science  sessions 


Taking  account 
of  kinetic  factors 

Adverse  drug  reactions  can  be 
reduced  and  patient  care  improved 
by  using  the  principles  of 
pharmacokinetics,  John  Cromarty, 
principal  pharmacist  at  Northwick 
Park  Hospital,  told  delegates  at  the 
Wednesday  professional  session. 

The  incidence  of  adverse  reactions  was 
quite  high,  and  pharmacists  shared  a  joint 
responsibility  with  medical  staff  to  get  the 
most  out  of  the  medicines  that  were 
available,  he  said  in  his  paper  on 
"Pharmacokinetics  and  product  safety  in 
the  elderly".  The  incidence  of  incorrect 
dosing  could  be  lower,  and  elderly 
patients  were  particularly  vulnerable. 

Although  the  dose  taken  related  to  the 
serum  concentration  at  the  site  of  action, 
the  relationship  was  not  simple.  Patient 
compliance  and  medication  errors  meant 
what  was  taken  was  not  always  what  was 
prescribed,  and  there  were  the 
pharmacokinetic  factors  —  absorption, 
distribution,  metabolism  and  excretion. 

In  the  elderly  gastric  acid  secretion  is 
reduced,  along  with  intestinal  motility, 
which  can  affect  dissolution  and 
absorption.  Stomach  emptying  rates  can 
affect  some  acid  labile  drugs,  although 
reduced  intestinal  blood  flow  has  little 
effect  on  drug  blood  levels  at  steady  state. 

Pathological  changes  caused  by  renal, 
hepatic  and  cardiac  impairment  have  a 
complex  effect  on  drug  absorption,  and 
the  picture  is  not  very  clear,  said  Mr 
Cromarty.  In  intestinal  diseases  such  as 


listed  in  the  British  National  Formluary  as 
being  potentially  clinically  significant.  It 
also  issues  warnings  when  patients  are 
prescribed  drugs  to  which  they  have 
previously  had  an  adverse  reaction. 

Dr  Tallis  and  his  colleagues  are 
developing  the  system  to  include  warnings 
about  drug  withdrawal  and  cross- 
sensitivities.  The  system  incorporates 
reminders  about  therapy  which  has 
exceeded  planned  duration  and  will  soon 
include  warnings  if  drugs  are  prescribed 
which  are  expensive  compared  with 
similar  drugs. 

The  speaker  pointed  out  that  there  was 
an  enormous  gap  between  the  amount  of 
clinical  pharmacological  information  that 
was  available  to  prescribers  and  the 
iamount  they  used  when  prescribing.  In 
future,  computers  must  be  used  to  ensure 
that  the  body  of  knowledge  was  there  at 
the  time  of  prescribing.  Elementary  errors 
might  then  become  less  frequent  and  the 
age  of  scientific  prescribing  begin. 
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coeliac  and  Crohn's  disease  it  was 
particularly  complicated.  In  general  terms 
altered  absorption  in  the  elderly  did  not 
cause  significant  alterations  in  drug 
response. 

However  the  distribution  of  drugs  was 
more  significant.  A  decrease  in  body 
water  led  to  a  different  distribution  for 
water  soluble  drugs  like  lithium,  and  the 
decrease  in  lean  body  weight  often 
coupled  with  increased  fat  affected  drugs 
more  soluble  m  adipose  tissue  such  as 
diazepam 

Reduced  serum  albumin  meant 
changes  in  circulating  levels  of  highly 
protein  bound  drugs,  while  increased 
glycoprotein  affected  the  bonding  of  basic 
drugs  such  as  disopyramide  and 
propranolol.  Cardiac  disease  led  to 
alterations  in  tissue  perfusion  — 
particularly  important  for  drugs  delivered 
intra-muscularly  —  and  also  to  increased 
volume  of  extra  cellular  fluid. 

Metabolic  effects  brought  about  by 
hepatic  disease  could  produce  complex 
effects,  differing  in  acute  and  chronic 
cases,  eg  in  acute  viral  hepatitis 
tolbutamide  clearance  was  increased. 
Cardiac  disease  reduced  hepatic  blood 
flow,  which  affected  principally  drugs 
with  a  high  degree  of  first  pass 
metabolism.  Acetylation  and 
glucoronidation  were  also  less  effective  in 
^he  elderly.  There  can  be  significant 
increases  in  the  bioavailability  of  drugs 
such  as  propanolol  in  patients  with  portal 
systemic  shunting,  he  said. 

There  was  some  merit  in  dosage 
adjustment  due  to  the  changes  brought 
about  by  ageing,  as  a  significant  portion  of 
drugs  may  be  affected,  Mr  Cromarty  said. 


New  horizons 
with  old  cures? 

Extracts  from  traditional  Chinese 
herbal  medicines  may  prove 
effective  against  breast  cancer, 
according  to  researchers  from  the 
Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy. 

A  recent  approach  to  treatment 
involves  inhibiting  the  synthesis  of 
oestrogens  by  blocking  the  aromatase 
enzyme.  A  study  presented  during  the 
science  sessions  showed  that  an  aqueous 
extract  of  the  Chinese  plant  Scutellaria 
macrantha  had  a  marked  inhibitory  effect. 

Researchers  at  Portsmouth  have  showm 
that  salbutamol  has  anti-inflammatory 
activity  and  might  be  useful  in  treating 
skin  conditions.  Experiments  have  found 
that  it  is  two  to  four  times  more  potent  than 
hydrocortisone  in  inhibiting  oedema  and 
plasma  exudation  in  inflamed  mouse  ears. 

Researchers  from  Brighton 
recommended  that  more  consideration  be 
given  to  the  type  of  material  used  for 
marker  threads  in  intra-uterine  devices. 
They  believe  that  bacteria  can  attach  to 
these  threads  and  pass  into  the  uterus, 
leading  to  infection.  The  additives  in 
plastics  and  method  of  manufacture  could 
influence  the  degree  of  contamination. 

Peppermint  oil  has  recently  been 
found  to  ease  the  symptoms  of  irritable 
bowel  syndrome.  A  team  from  the  Welsh 
School  of  Pharmacy  has  shown,  using 
guinea  pig  ileum,  that  peppermint  oil  has 
marked  smooth  muscle  inhibitor 
properties  —  menthol  is  the  constituent 
believed  to  be  largely  responsible. 
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Problems  posed  by 
tropical  diseases 


There  are  excellent  drugs  available 
to  treat  tropical  diseases;  a  major 
problem  is  getting  them  to  where 
they  are  needed. 

This  point  was  made  by  Dr  M.E. 
Molyneux,  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine,  during  Thursday's  symposium 
on  tropical  diseases.  His  paper  included 
advice  on  protecting  travellers  to  the 
tropics;  the  following  is  an  extract: 

During  the  past  12  months  over  a 
million  people  have  died  of  malaria,  half  a 
million  of  tuberculosis,  and  5  million  of 
gastroenteritis.  A  much  larger  number  are 
alive  but  debilitated  as  a  result  of  these  and 
other  "tropical"  diseases:  about  12  million 
with  leprosy,  probably  200  million  with 
schistosomiasis,  while  more  than  2  billion 
people  harbour  soil-transmitted  helminths. 

These  figures  show  little  sign  of 
decreasing  and  in  some  instances  are 
increasing,  partly  because  there  is  much 
more  to  the  control  of  these  diseases  than 
drug  treatment  and  partly  because 
effective  drugs  are  simply  not  available 
where  and  when  they  are  needed.  The 
major  challenge  is  how  to  bring  useful 
therapies  to  where  they  could  be  most 
effective.  It  is  not  simple;  it  involves  health 
service  structures,  training,  central 
administration,  awareness  on  the  part  of 
the  public  and  of  health  professionals, 
allocation  of  funds,  international  co- 
operation, political  stability,  and  above 
all,  political  will  in  each  nation. 

There  is  another  problem.  While  most 
people  in  the  tropics  have  too  few  drugs 
for  serious  but  curable  ills,  others  have  too 
many  drugs  for  trivial  ills  that  would  be 
better  left  alone.  The  wasteful  and 
dangerous  polypharmacy  practised  on  the 
well-to-do  in  rich  and  poor  countries  alike 
may  yield  profits  for  some  but  further 
impedes  the  campaign  to  get  needed 
treatments  to  everybody. 

Many  important  steps  have  already 
been  taken,  in  a  number  of  developing 
countries,  towards  correcting  the  related 
evils  of  unavailability  and  overusage  of 
drugs.  A  major  advance  has  been  the 
adoption  by  several  nations  of  an 
"essential  drugs  list"  appropriate  to  the 
country's  needs  and  resources.  Another 
advance  has  been  the  production  of  local 
national  formularies  in  which  the  essential 
drugs  are  listed  and  their  proper  use 
clearly  defined. 

Most  tropical  countries  still  contend 
with  enormous  difficulties  in  drug 
procurement,  distribution  and  storage  of 
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drugs  locally. 

One  approach  to  the  problems  of  drug 
deployment  is  to  encourage  movement  of 
pharmaceutical  staff  from  Third  World 
countries  to  the  UK  for  short-term  training 
or  research,  and  of  our  own  people  to 
centres  in  the  tropics  to  broaden  their 
interests,  to  learn  and  to  teach.  Another 
responsibility  is  in  the  training  of  our  own 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  students,  for 
whom  tropical  diseases  should  cease  to  be 
regarded  as  exotica  of  peripheral  interest 
best  left  to  specialists. 

And  the  direction  of  our  own  research 
should  not  ignore  the  needs  of  the  world's 
majority  for  preventive  and  therapeutic 
drugs  that  are  simple,  safe,  inexpensive 
and  can  be  deployed  with  the  greatest 
possible  ease  in  the  populations  that  need 
them. 

Protecting  travellers 

We  are  constantly  advising  travellers  to 
the  tropics  how  they  can  protect 
themselves  against  tropical  diseases. 

Polio  is  the  most  important  vaccination 
for  all  parts  of  the  world.  Yellow  fever  is 
obligatory  if  the  itinerary  includes 
endemic  areas,  and  a  cholera  certificate  is 
still  rather  unpredictably  required  by 
some  countries  despite  its  limited  efficacy. 
Monovalent  typhoid  vaccine  has  replaced 
the  old  TAB,  there  being  no  evidence  that 
the  paratyphoid  A  and  B  components  were 
either  necessary  or  effective.  Tetanus  is 
about  as  much  a  risk  for  the  English  rose- 
grower  as  for  the  traveller  abroad,  and 
there  is  recent  evidence  that  the  traditional 
3-5  yearly  boosters  for  adults  are  not 
necessary. 

Gammaglobulin  protects  for  a  few 
months  against  hepatitis  A  but  nobody  has 
yet  worked  out  how  to  deploy  this 
substance  sensibly.  Hepatitis  B  and  rabies 
vaccine  are  probably  best  reserved  for 
travellers  at  special  risk,  such  as  medical 
staff  and  vets  respectively.  The 
recommended  vaccine  schedules  are 
likely  to  change  in  the  near  future  as  new 


vaccines,  such  as  oral  cholera  and 
typhoid,  and  recombinant  hepatitis  B, 
become  available. 

What  should  the  traveller  take  to 
prevent  malaria?  From  being  a  simple 
choice  between  few  alternatives,  this  has 
now  become  a  complex  problem  without 
any  satisfactory  answer.  In  the  fifties 
chloroquine  was  a  safe  bet  for  anywhere  in 
the  world,  and  pyrimethamine  or 
proguanil  were  good  alternatives. 

As  Plasmodium  falciparum  became 
resistant  to  chloroquine  in  South  America 
and  Thailand  alternatives  had  to  be  used, 
but  at  least  in  Africa  chloroquine 
remained  effective.  In  the  past  few  years 
chloroquine  resistance  has  spread  widely 
in  East  Africa,  but  West  Africa  seemed  to 
be  spared.  Now  a  clear-cut  case  has  been 
reported  from  Cameroon,  and  it  seems 
inevitable  that  resistance  will  spread  as 
quickly  in  West  Africa  as  it  did  in  East. 
Meanwhile  the  dihydrofolate  reductase 
inhibitors,  proguanil  and  especially 
pyrimethamine,  seem  to  offer  limited 
protection  only,  and  none  in  some  areas. 

The  combinations  of  pyrimethamine 
with  sulfadoxine  (Fansidar)  and 
pyrimethamine  with  dapsone  (Maloprim) 
each  carry  a  small  risk  of  serious  side 
effects  that  has  caused  some  anxiety 
recently.  Fansidar  has  been  blamed  for 
severe  cutaneous  reactions  in  20  patients, 
of  whom  6  died,  and  Maloprim  has  been 
the  likely  cause  of  agranulocytosis  in  a 
number  of  patients. 

We  now  recommend  amodiaquine  for 
prophylaxis  in  areas  where  chloroquine- 
resistance  is  prevalent.  Although  we  have 
seen  cases  of  agranulocytosis  it  is  not  yet 
known  whether  the  risk  is  comparable  to 
that  associated  with  Maloprim  or  Fansidar. 

When  advising  about  malaria 
prophylaxis  we  have  to  choose  the  most 
sensible  answer  for  each  individual. 
"Blanket"  routines  for  everybody 
everywhere  are  no  longer  possible. 

For  travellers'  diarrhoea,  my 
inclination  is  to  discourage  people  from 
self  medication  because  the  treatment 
stands  a  good  chance  of  being  futile  and  is 
never  entirely  free  of  risk.  Antidiarrhoeal 
agents  such  as  diphenoxylate  have  great 
potential  for  misuse,  especially  in 
children,  and  should  be  reserved  for 
persons  whose  diarrhoea  would  seriously 
interfere  with  matters  of  great  international 
importance. 

What  of  those  entering  Britain  after  a 
period  in  the  tropics?  The  disease  they 
import  may  not  be  evident  at  once.  Some 
parasitic  diseases  may  reveal  themselves 
years  or  even  decades  later  and  many 
infections  have  incubation  periods  of 
days,  weeks  or  months.  The  person  with  a 
"tropical"  disease  may  see  no  reason  to 
connect  the  illness  with  his  travel,  and  may 
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not  mention  that  he  has  travelled  unless 
deliberately  questioned  about  it  by  a 
health  professional  properly  trained  to  see 
Britain  as  part  of  a  larger  world. 

Malaria  is  the  most  worrying  imported 
disease,  being  potentially  fatal  yet  readily 
treatable.  In  1984  a  total  of  1,951  cases 
were  identified  in  UK,  and  there  were  12 
deaths.  In  1982  a  patient  died  in  a  district 
hospital  because  no  parenteral 
antimalarials  were  in  stock;  a  survey  then 
found  that,  of  36  hospitals,  three  quarters 
did  not  stock  parenteral  quinine  and  over 
half  did  not  stock  parenteral  chloroquine. 

The  patient  could  have  been  treated 
with  crushed  chloroquine  tablets  passed 
down  a  nasogastric  tube,  which  the  staff 
might  have  leamt  if  they  had  contacted  a 
school  of  tropical  medicine,  whose 
specialists  can  discuss  problems  over  the 
telephone.  Another  treatment  is 
intravenous  quinidine,  usually  stocked  for 
cardiac  arrhythmias. 

A  correct  prescription  based  on 
accurate  diagnosis  can  be  crucial  to 
patients  with  a  variety  of  imported  tropical 
diseases.  Acute  hepatitis  is  so  often  a 
diagnostic  puzzle  at  first  that  many 
patients  have  suffered  a  variety  of 
unhelpful  treatments  before  the  diagnosis 
becomes  obvious. 

The  patient  with  chronic  diarrhoea, 
abdominal  pains  and  flatulence  may 
recover  dramatically  if  giardiasis  is 
identified  and  metronidazole  given,  as 
may  the  traveller  who  has  contracted 
amoebiasis.  The  soldier  with  fever  and 
eosinophilia  a  few  weeks  after  fording 
schistosomal  waters  in  East  Africa  needs 
one  of  the  new  efficient  antischistosomal 
drugs,  praziquantel,  oxamniquine  or 
metrifonate.  More  patients  with  visceral 
leishmaniasis  are  likely  to  appear  in 
Britain,  as  the  sandfly  can  transmit  the 
infection  in  resorts  as  near  as  the  north 
Mediterranean.  Pentavalent  antimonials 
remain  the  first  line  of  therapy,  but  this  is 
an  area  in  which  new  and  simpler  drugs 
are  badly  needed. 

Difficulties  for  industry 

Discovery  and  development  of  drugs  for 
tropical  diseases  poses  serious  scientific 
and  commercial  problems,  said  Dr  W.E. 
Gutteridge,  department  of  biochemical 
parasitology,  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd. 

Several  factors  increased  the  time 
required  and  the  costs  involved  in  getting 
a  new  drug  on  to  the  market.  The 
complexity  of  parasite  life  cycles  meant  it 
was  necessary  to  screen  against  a  range  of 
different  stages  in  the  cycle.  The 
increasing  frequency  of  drug  resistance 
not  only  put  up  costs  because  many  strains 
had  to  be  screened,  it  also  reduced  the 
market  life  of  the  drug  and  the  time 


available  to  recoup  those  costs. 

Lack  of  in  vitro  screens  for  worms 
meant  dependence  on  in  vivo  tests  which, 
besides  increasing  the  time  and  costs, 
drew  unwelcome  attention  from  animal 
rights  groups.  Absence  of  an  extensive 
data  base  meant  that  too  many  preliminary 
and  speculative  biochemical  studies  had 
to  be  carried  out  before  the  drug 
discovery  process  proper  could  begin. 
And  because  the  target  organisms  were 
human  pathogens,  specially  designed 
laboratory  accomodation  with  specially 
trained  staff  were  required  for  some  work. 

Most,  if  not  all,  Phase  II  and  III  clinical 
trials  had  to  be  carried  out  in  a  range  of 
different  tropical  countries  and  it  was  often 
difficult  to  get  agreement  on  protocols. 

The  people  who  suffered  were 
generally  poor  so  synthesis  costs  had  to  be 
low  and  ideally  the  drug  should  be  active 
in  a  single  oral  dose  as  large  numbers  had 
to  be  treated;  these  factors  again 
enhanced  the  speculative  element. 

"Drug  discovery  and  development  is 
probably  more  expensive,  more  time- 
consuming  and  more  speculative  than  any 
other  anti-infective  area,"  Dr  Gutteridge 
maintained.  It  was  not  surpising  that  many 
pharmaceutical  companies  had  turned 
their  backs  on  the  problem. 

He  went  on  to  explain  how  Wellcome 
were  coping.  In  vitro  primary  screens  had 
been  developed  for  most  of  their 
antiprotozoal  and  some  of  their 
anthelmintic  work,  and  data  was 
automatically  analysed  and  stored,  steps 
which  saved  money  and  required  fewer 
animal  experiements.  Much  basic 
research  was  carried  out  in  collaboration 
with  the  academic  world  through  SERC 
studentships,  and  funds  were  also 
available  from  WHO. 

Parasite  resistance 

Dr  D.C.  Warhurst,  PHLS  Malaria 
Reference  Laboratory,  London  School  of 
Hygiene  and  Tropical  Medicine, 
explained  the  mode  of  action  of 
antimalarials  and  described  strategies  for 
overcoming  parasite  resistance. 

Some  compounds  of  recent  interest 
included  mefloquine  which  was  degraded 
more  slowly  than  quinine,  was  not 
phototoxic  and  was  much  more  active  in 
vivo  and  in  vitro.  Although  resistance 
could  be  developed  in  laboratory  studies, 
use  with  pyrimethamine/sulfadoxine 
delayed  this  considerably.  Mefloquine 
had  the  same  activity  against  chloroqume- 
resistant  as  against  chloroquine-sensitive 
P.  falciparum  and  had  proved  an  excellent 
replacement  for  quinine  in  strains 
refractory  to  this  drug.  Mefloquine  was 
licensed  for  therapeutic  use  in  Thailand 
and  Switzerland  and  clinical  trials  were  in 


progress  of  a  combination  with 
pyrimethamine/sulfadoxine. 

Another  aryl  amino  alcohol,  the 
phenanthrene  derivative  halofantrene, 
was  also  in  clinical  trial  after  successful 
studies  against  chloroquine  resistant  P. 
falciparum  in  vitro  and  in  monkeys. 
Quinidine  had  been  used  to  treat 
refractory  cases  of  falciparum  malaria  in 
Thailand.  WR228,258  showed  marked 
advantages  over  amodiaqume  and  was 
being  evaluated  for  toxicity.  A  related 
compound,  pyronaridme,  developed  in 
China,  had  been  found  effective  on 
multiresistant  falciparum  malaria  in  man. 

Artemisinin,  isolated  in  China  from  the 
wormwood  plant,  was  active  against 
chloroquine-resistant  P.  falciparum  in 
man.  Although  P.  yoelii  in  mice  had  been 
found  resistant,  the  strain  was  still  sensitive 
to  a  modification  of  the  drug,  artesunate. 
Artemmisin  had  a  high  therapeutic  index 
but  caused  foetal  damage  in  rodents  so 
was  unlikely  to  have  a  role  in  prophylaxis. 
Nevertheless,  its  rapid  action  would  be 
invaluable  in  acute  cerebral  malaria,  Dr 
Warhurst  predicted. 

Minocycline  and  doxycycline  had 
some  activity  against  the  growing,  liver 
stages  and  marked  activity  against  the 
blood  stages  of  the  parasite.  Lincomycm 
had  weak  antimalarial  activity  but  the 
chlorinated  derivatives  such  as 
clindamycin  were  much  more  active  and 
might  be  used  with  quinine. 


Dr  John  Chiplin,  MPS,  group  product 
manager,  Roth  Scientific  Co  Ltd's 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  division 
(left),  demonstrates  dissolution  testing 
equipment  to  industrial  pharmacist  Mr 
R.C.  Moreton,  Stockholm.  Roth  Scientific 
are  the  sole  UK  agents  for  Pharma  Test, 
West  Germany,  who  specialise  in  testing 
systems  for  development,  quality  control 
and  production  in  hospitals  and  industry 
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Preventive  medicine  and 
pharmacy  in  Leeds 


;<■»■■■  i«  i;  and  late  events  in  the 
life  of  Leeds  Medical  School 
and  the  pharmacy  courses 
were  related  at  Conference 
history  of  pharmacy  session.,, 
Professor  R.J.  McCallum 
presented  a  paper:  "Charles 
Turner  Thackrah  and 
preventive  medicine," 
followed  by  Professor  D.R. 
Wood  on  the Ebb  and  flow  — 
some  changing  fortunes  of 
pharmacy  and  medicine  in 
the  University  of  Leeds." 

Professor  McCallum  said  that  industrial 
diseases  and  injuries  were  at  one  time 
accepted  as  inevitable,  whereas  their 
prevention  should  have  been  seen  as  a 
necessity  from  the  beginning  of 
industrialisation.  They  had,  however,  been 


either  overlooked  or  ignored.  Paracellous 
and  George  Agricola  had  recorded 
descriptions  of  industrial  diseases,  others 
also  had  given  good  descriptions  but  they 
had  no  idea  of  treatments.  It  was  only 
during  relatively  recent  times  that  the 
attitudes  towards  such  diseases  and 
injuries  had  radically  changed. 

Charles  Thackrah's  views  were  "ahead 
of  his  time  and  his  influence  enormous". 
Born  in  1795  he  first  studied  divinity  but  at 
the  age  of  16  was  apprenticed  to  a  Leeds 
apothecary.  In  1815  he  registered  as  a 
pupil  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London  and 
became  a  member  of  The  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  when  he  was  aged  21.  He  set  up 
in  practice  in  Leeds  in  1817.  In  1826  he 
inaugurated  an  anatomy  school  in  the 
town. 

Thackrah's  mam  claim  to  fame  was 
two-fold  —  his  part  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Leeds  Medical  School  and  his  book  with 
the  long  title  "The  Effects  of  arts,  trades 


and  professions  of  civic  states  and  habits  of 
living  on  the  health  and  longevity  and 
suggestions  for  the  removal  of  many  of  the 
agents  which  produce  disease  and  shorten 
the  duration  of  life". 

The  book  reflects  the  wide  scope  of  his 
work  and  describes  industrial  diseases 
which  are  no  longer  seen,  such  as  those 
arising  from  mercury  and  lead  poisoning. 

Thackrah  was  unique  in  that  while 
others  had  drawn  attention  to  working 
conditions,  he  had  gathered  the  evidence 
together,  recorded  it  and  shown  that  many 
of  the  diseases  and  injuries  could  be 
prevented. 

Professor  Wood  pointed  out  that  a 
school  of  medicine  had  been  established 
on  a  private  basis  in  Leeds  in  1831  in  an 
extension  of  the  private  school  of  anatomy 
that  Thackrah  had  started  five  years 
before.  It  flourished  and,  in  1884,  joined 
with  the  Yorkshire  College.  In  1904  the 
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Diners  at  a  well  attended  banquet  at  Queens 
Hotel  (left)  were  treated  with  speeches  from 
(below,  left  to  right)  Professor  J.  Phillipson, 
science  chairman,  DrT.  Booth,  Pharmaceutical 
Society  president,  guest  speaker  Victor  Paige, 
chairman  of  the  NHS  Management  Board  and 
outgoing  secretary  Desmond  Lewis.  Dr  J.  G. 
Swanton,  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland  (right)  congratulated 
the  local  organising  committee  on  its  fine  efforts 
at  the  closing  session  on  Thursday. 


niversity  of  Leeds  achieved  its 
dependent  charter  and  became  a 
censing  body  in  its  own  right. 

In  1933  the  University  took  over  the 


private  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy.  Until 
late  in  the  last  century  pharmaceutical 
education  had  been  organised  in  Leeds 
under  the  aegis  of  the  Leeds  Chemists 
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Association.  In  1898  F.  Pilkington 
Sargeant,  later  to  become  vice-president 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
president  of  the  North  Eastern  Federation 
of  Pharmacists,  opened  the  Leeds  College 
of  Pharmacy  as  a  private  venture. 

Soon  after  the  end  of  the 
1914-18  war  there  were  overtures 
to  the  Medical  School  to 
consider  setting  up  a  school  of 
pharmacy  —  linked  with  the 
prospective  buying-out  of 
Sargeant's  college.  The 
overtures  were  rejected.  Similar 
suggestions  were  made  in  1931, 
but  it  was  not  until  1933  that  the 
council  of  the  University 
appointed  a  committee  to 
consider  whether  the  University 
should  undertake  the  training  of 
students  preparing  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's 
examinations.  In  spite  of  protests 
by  the  Bradford  Technical 
College  the  committee 
recommended  the  absorption  of 
the  Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy. 
Later  the  diploma  courses  were 
replaced  by  degrees. 

Professor  Wood  said  that  the 
factors  leading  up  to  the 
questioning  of  the  continuation 
of  the  degree  scheme  were  still 
not  entirely  clear  to  him.  For  the 
graduates  of  the  school  in  its 
short  but  distinguished  life  as  a 
graduate  honours  school  it  was 
invidious  to  mention  names,  "but 
there  are  included  at  least  one 
FRS,  and  several  leaders  of 
academic  or  industrial 
departments." 
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Overcoming  infertility  — 
moral  and  practical  issues 

Infertility  is  a  disease,  not  just  bad  luck.  It  doesn't  kill  but  15  per 
cent  of  people  in  Western  Europe  are  afflicted  with  it.  Put 
yourself  in  the  position  of  a  childless  couple,  Mr  Patrick 
Steptoe.  PRCS,  medical  director  of  Bourn  Hall  Clinic  and  a 
pioneer  of  in  vitro  fertilisation,  urged  pharmacists  at  the 
Conference  lecture. 


If  embryo  research  is  stopped  scientists 
will  not  suffer  but  your  children  may,  he 
said,  and  those  who  wanted  to  call  a  halt  to 
such  studies  must  recognise  the 
consequences  of  what  they  are  doing. 
Medicine  is  already  interfering  with 
procreation,  with  the  screening  of 
pregnant  mothers,  contraception  and 
abortion.  But  the  area  of  IVF  has  suddenly 
become  an  emotional  one. 

An  improvement  in  the  success  rate  of 
treating  infertility  by  IVF  —  currently  30 
per  cent  —  will  not  be  possible  without 
further  research.  Mr  Steptoe  is  currently 
examining  embryos  by  studying  early 
metabolism  using  minute  amounts  of 
culture  media  —  a  difficult  and  skilled 
biochemical  task.  He  also  wants  to  find 
when  enzyme  activity  begins. 

Another  potential  benefit  of  further 
research  will  be  controlling  congenital 
abnormalities,  especially  those  that  are 
sex-linked,  such  as  haemophilia.  At 
present  there  is  no  safe  way  to  screen  a 
humann  embryo  to  sex  it. 

"We  are  looking  at  ways  of  identifying 
the  sex  chromosome  without  damaging  the 
embryo.  This  will  allow  us  to  control  sex- 
linked  disease.  It  will  happen  in  the  next 
two  to  three  years,"  Mr  Steptoe  predicted. 

The  final  arbiter  of  normality  in  an 
oocyte  is  whether  it  is  capable  of  being 
fertilised.  Further  research  may  allow 
detection  of  chromosomal  abnormalities, 
giving  notice  of  complications  before  the 
scanning  is  permitted  after  15  weeks  as  at 
present.  "All  this  involves  being  able  to 
grow  the  embryo  beyond  the  first  few 
days,"  said  Mr  Steptoe,  "and  this  is  not 
being  done  at  present.  Society  will  have  to 
decide  whether  it  should  be  done  and 
under  what  circumstances." 

The  recent  Wamock  report  suggested 
a  time  limit  of  14  days,  and  much  can  be 
done  in  this  time,  Mr  Steptoe  said. 
"Whatever  decision  is  taken  will  be  an 
arbitrary  one.  I  believe  we  need  strong 
guidelines  backed  up  by  law,  but  people 
must  decide  now  what  is  to  be  done." 

Most  infertility  problems,  such  as 
disturbances  of  ovulation  and  hormonal 
upsets,  can  be  treated  medically,  but  35 
per  cent  of  women  have  useless,  blocked 
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or  absent  fallopian  tubes.  Such  women 
can  be  treated  with  surgery,  but  a  15  per 
cent  success  rate  is  reckoned  to  be  good. 

The  basic  steps  required  for  successful 
IVF  were  established  in  1972.  They  involve 
monitoring  the  development  of  the  egg  in 
the  follicular  phase,  recognition  of  the 
luteinising  hormone  surge  signalling  its 
release,  preparation  of  the  semen, 
recovery  of  the  oocyte,  fertilisation  in  a 
suitable  culture  media,  and  eventual 
reinsertion  in  the  uterus. 

Timing  egg  recovery 

"Monitoring  of  the  follicular  phase  and  the 
timing  of  oocyte  recovery  is  vitally 
important  and  very  difficult,  and  there  is 
still  no  agreement  on  the  best  way  of 
controlling  that  phase,"  said  Mr  Steptoe. 
Recovery  too  early  gives  a  poor 
fertilisation  rate  —  leaving  it  too  late 
means  no  recovery  at  all. 

The  problem  faced  by  over  70  per  cent 
of  infertile  couples  is  the  absence  of  ovum 
pick-up  in  the  fallopian  tube  of  the  woman. 
For  IVF  women  must  be  under  40 
(although  this  age  limt  is  reduced  to  35  in 
some  clinics),  there  must  be  evidence  of 
ovulation,  immunity  to  rubella  and  no 
contraindications  to  pregnancy. 

During  fertilisation  there  has  to  be  a 
mechanism  to  prevent  the  wrong  number 
of  chromosomes  being  introduced.  One  of 
the  commonest  things  that  happens  in 
nature,  which  can  also  happen  in  IVF,  is 
that  the  mechanism  of  natural  defence  that 
prevents  more  than  one  sperm  getting  into 
the  egg  breaks  down.  So  not  every  egg 
that  is  fertilised  is  a  potential  human  being, 
Mr  Steptoe  warned. 

Oocyte  recovery  is  by  laparoscopy. 
Gas  is  introduced  into  the  abdomen  to 
create  a  balloon  in  front  of  the  bowel, 
allowing  inspection  of  the  ovaries  through 
a  filament  telescope.  Ultrasound  can  also 
be  used.  By  keeping  a  full  bladder  the  egg 
follicles  can  be  visualised  on  screen  and  a 
needle  can  be  passed  by  several  routes, 
but  usually  the  bladder. 

Initially  the  ovaries  were 
overstimulated  to  ensure  recovery  of 
oocytes,  but  it  was  not  until  eggs  from  a 
single  natural  cycle  were  used  that 


successful  pregnancies  were  achieved. 

Drugs  can  be  used  to  stimulate  the  LH 
surge  which  signals  the  maturation  of  the 
egg.  A  combination  of  human  chorionic 
gonadotrophin,  Clomid  and  Pergonal  is 
the  favoured  mix.  "There  are  so  many 
variables  in  bringing  about  successful 
fertilisation  that  you  cannot  cut  comers  to 
get  results,"  Mr  Steptoe  said.  Units  that  do 
have  a  lower  success  rate. 

Human  eggs  do  not  like  the  C02 
atmosphere  usually  used  in  laparoscopy 

—  it  produces  an  acid  medium  —  so  Mr 
Steptoe  uses  a  C02/N2/02  mix  to  produce 
an  02  tension  approximating  to  that  in  the 
fallopian  tubees.  If  the  wrong  pH  is  used  in 
the  culture  media  it  can  cause  the  egg  to 
break  up  —  it  has  to  be  adjusted 
constantly.  Serum  is  added  from  the 
mother  to  provide  antibody  protection. 

The  best  time  to  replace  the  embryo  is 
after  48  hours  when  the  embryo  has 
reached  four  to  eight  cells.  The  embryos 
that  grow  faster  are  more  likely  to  produce 
a  successful  pregnancy. 

By  lune  this  year  the  clinic  had 
achieved  715  pregnancies  with  351  (51  per 
cent)  successfully  delivered  babies.  The 
abortion  rate  was  25  per  cent  and  the 
number  of  ectopic  pregnancies  19.  By 
August  500  babies  had  been  delivered 
from  780  pregnancies.  No  babies  have  yet 
been  bom  with  major  abnormalities.  The 
percentage  of  births  with  serious  and 
minor  abnormalities  is  lower  than  the 
national  average. 

A  higher  chance  of  pregnancy  occurs 
if  more  than  one  embryo  is  inserted.  With 
three  there  is  a  30  per  cent  chance  of 
success  —  with  two  it  drops  to  18  per  cent. 
Four  embryos  are  only  used  only  when  an 
attempt  with  three  has  failed,  because  of 
the  problem  of  mutiple  births.  If  two 
embryos  are  replaced  there  is  a  24  per 
cent  chance  of  twins,  if  three  then  there  is 
33  per  cent  chance  of  multiple  births.  But 
the  majority  of  twins  never  reach  full  term 

—  triplets  never  have. 

Because  of  the  low  number  of 
spermatazoa  required  IVF  can  be  useful 
for  men  with  a  low  sperm  count,  or  sperm 
with  low  motility,  or  where  sperm 
antibodies  preclude  a  successful 
pregnancy.  The  procedure  has  been 
successful  in  66  per  cent  of  cases  so  far, 
compared  to  85-90  per  cent  when  a  normal 
semen  sample  is  available. 

The  wish  to  confine  replacements  to 
three  embryos  has  led  to  the  introduction 
of  cyropreservation  of  embryos  at  — 180°C 
in  liquid  nitrogen.  It  is  still  not  certain  at 
which  stage  the  embryos  should  be  frozen, 
and  too  many  were  being  lost  because  they 
did  not  continue  to  grow  after  being 
thawed.  It  was  a  heavy  responsibility  to 
store  embryos  —  there  were  over  200 
stored  at  Bourn  Hall. 
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INABRIN 


TABLETS 


the  strength  to  overpower  pain 

Ibuprofen  B.R200mg 


that's  the  message  to  your  customers 

only  50p*  for  10  tablets 
only  98p*  for  20  tablets 


Now  when  your  customers  ask  for  a  branded  ibuprofen,  why  not 
recommend  INABRIN?  At  the  new  lower  prices,  INABRIN  gives  good 
value  to  your  customers.  And,  at  the  same  time,  you  can  take  advantage 

of  45%  P.O.R.! 

*Recommended  Selling  Price 


lemark:  INABRIN 


For  further  details,  contact  the  SOLE  DISTRIBUTORS: 
PH  ARM  AG  EN  LTD. 

Church  Road,  Perry  Barr,  Birmingham  B42  2LD.  Tel:  021-3560478 
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Retail  Pharmacy  is  not  one,  but  two 
businesses  run  in  tandem  with 
fundamentally  different  rules  and  almost 
incompatible  requirements.  There  is  the 
professional  side,  with  NHS  dispensing  on 
the  one  hand,  and  retailing  on  the  other. 

In  looking  at  costs/benefits,  turnover 
alone  is  no  real  criterion.  A  business  might 
have  £200,000  total  turnover  but,  if  only 
£20,000-£30,000  is  counter  trade,  that  side  is 
a  very  small  business  indeed. 

The  type  of  person  the  pharmacist  is 
makes  a  lot  of  difference.  Pharmacists  are 
professional  scientists  —  many  run  the  "front 
shop"  as  a  side  line,  others  are  very  switched 
on  commercially.  They  will  certainly 
evaluate  systems  in  terms  of  cost  but  this  will 
be  related  to  the  speed  of  operation,  labour 
saving  (for  the  pharmacist),  reduction  in 
personal  strain,  data  control/statistics,  and 
return  on  investment. 

What  are  the  applications  of  computers 
in  pharmacies?  On  the  professional  side,  the 
first  consideration  is  for  labelling.  This 
should  be  a  very  reliable,  low  cost  system, 
producing  clear,  well  laid  out  labels. 
Electronic  typewriters  are  not  much  use  — 
compact  machines  small  enough  for  the 
dispensary  are  not  big  enough  for  the  job. 
The  choice  is  a  manual  typewriter  or 
computer  system.  Whatever  is  chosen,  the 
keyboard  will  be  in  heavy  use  all  day  and 
unavailable  for  other  activities.  With 
computer  systems  speed  is  seen  to  be 
critical. 

Information  storage 

Secondly,  computers  can  be  used  for 
information  storage.  Some  systems  offer 
information  about  drug  interactions  which  is 
seen  by  many  as  a  useful  adjunct.  But  this 
can  be  dangerous  if  too  great  a  reliance  is 
placed  upon  it  —  the  computer  is  only  as 
good  as  the  programmed  information.  This 
means  good  file  management.  One  potential 
area  for  computers  is  in  the  development  of 
algorithms  for  counter  prescribing. 

Thirdly,  computers  can  be  used  for  stock 
control.  Usage  reports  are  of  value,  but 
interactive  control  is  almost  unworkable. 
Anyway  this  is  not  a  priority  while  the 
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EPOS  in  a 
pharmacy 
context 


Mr  Jim  Downing,  assistant 
secretary  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association, 
outlined  the  possible 
applications  for  pharmacy 
computers  in  his  paper  to  the 
Retail  Pharmacy  Briefing  at 
the  EPOS  conference  at  the 
Novotel,  Hammersmith  on 
September  18.  He  sees 
business  size  as  a  clincial 


issue  o 


present  excellent  wholesaler  service  is 
available. 

Fourthly,  computers  can  keep  patient 
records.  This  is  essential  if  private 
dispensing  is  high  volume  because  of  the 
need  to  "bill"  the  patient,  though  this  is  of 
minor  importance  in  the  UK.  However,  drug 
interactions  become  meaningful  if  checked 
against  a  patient's  past  history.  Then  again 
pharmacists  will  in  most  cases  know  their 
regulars,  and  this  would  only  be  needed  for 
the  irregulars. 

There  are  a  number  of  snags.  Nothing 
can  be  done  until  the  patient  is  identified.  If 
the  patient  is  new,  considerable  data  entry  is 
involved.  As  files  fill,  the  sytem  slows 
dramatically  unless  a  very  large  capacity 
hard  disc  is  used.  Then  there  is  the  capital 
cost  of  equipment  and  high  maintenance 
costs  for  no  commercial  return. 

On  the  retailing  side,  computers  provide 


accounting  services.  But  a  proper  auditable 
full  computer  package  entails  considerable 
effort  m  setting  up  and  requires  well-trained 
staff  to  make  the  entries. 

Such  a  system  cannot  be  run  side  by  side 
on  the  dispensary  computer  using  the  same 
keyboard.  So  a  separate  keyboard  and 
printer  is  needed.  Therefore,  a  special 
computer  and  software  for  accounting 
cannot  be  justified  economically  for  a  single 
shop  business.  A  multiple  with  five  to  ten 
shops  and  an  accounts  clerk  will  begin  to  see 
benefits.  One  with  20  shops  will  require  a 
computer. 

As  regards  stock  control,  in  the  majority 
of  smaller  units,  the  dispensary  does  not 
need  a  full  system,  the  "front  shop"  cannot 
support  one.  All  that  is  required  is  good 
house-keeping  and  a  tidy,  well  laid-out  stock 
room. 

Electronic  point  of  sale  systems  offer  the 
most  attractive  option  and  should  be  the  type 
of  system  likely  to  provide  the  greatest 
return.  But  the  retail  side  of  the  business 
must  be  large  enough,  say  £80,000  plus. 

A  suitable  system  would  provide  a 
minimum  number  of  relevant  reports, 
available  almost  instantly  —  and  access  a 
large  database  of  18,000  to  76,000  items.  The 
"labour"  of  running  the  system  must  be  kept 
to  a  minumum. 

Problems 

A  number  of  snags  also  appear  here. 
Firstly,  the  PEP  code  is  a  means  of  identifying 
products,  but  has  to  be  applied  to  individual 
packs.  This  can  be  done  with  a  "Meto"  gun 
but  is  labour  intensive.  Bar  codes  are  of  no 
value  without  price  look-up,  and  file 
management  of  the  whole  range  would  be 
very  high. 

In  any  event  light  pens  are  a  relatively 
poor  solution  because  pharmacies  have 
many  single  item  sales.  They  take  as  long  to 
use  as  keying  in  a  five-digit  code,  if  not 
longer.  Therefore,  the  saving  would  only  be 
in  marking  goods. 

The  initial  effect  of  systems  tends  to  be  a 
substantial  drop  in  stock  holding,  which  will 
probably  cover  capital  cost.  But  this  only 
happens  once.  Savings  in  the  future  will  rely 
on  maintaining  the  stock  level,  identifying 
and  stopping  dishonesty  and  avoiding  lost 
sales.  All  this  must  exceed  running  costs  of 
say,  £30  per  week. 

There  are  two  options:  an  in-house 
system,  but  this  would  need  a  full-time 
person,  to  manage  the  files  involved.  The 
alternative  is  to  use  a  bureau,  with  the 
attendant  high  processing  cost  and  slow 
return  of  information. 

The  complicating  factor  is  electronic 
fund  transfer.  It  is  coming  and  will,  if  it 
becomes  popular,  force  the  issue. 
Equipment  for  one  job  will  do  both,  but  the 
size  and  cost  of  the  equipment  will  be 
critical .  Continued  on  page  519 
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FOR  YOUR 
EYES  ONLY 


Vital  information  for  self-employed  Pharmacists 
and  those  in  a  job  without  a  pension 


How  the  taxman  can  help  you  to 
:ollect  up  to  £63,000  tax  free  plus 
£18,700  a  year  for  life. 

-for  as  little  as  £1.00  a  day. 


If  you're  self  -employed  or  in  a  non  - pensionable  job, 
/ou'll  know  only  too  well  that  you'll  have  to  fend  for  your- 
,elf  when  it  comes  to  providing  for  retirement.  And  that 
:ould  mean  some  interest  from  hard  earned  savings  plus 
he  basic  State  pension  which,  currently,  is  only  £35.80  a 
veek,  or  £57.30  if  you're  married.  It  could  be  a  lean  time! 

But  it  need  not  be  if  you  act  now. 

You  can  easily  build  up  very  substantial  extra  retire - 
nent  benefits  in  a  simple  and  tax  effective  way-  a  Personal 
^ension  Plan  through  The  Royal  National  Pension  Fund 
or  Nurses. 

Dramatic  Tax  Savings 

Did  you  know  the  Inland  Revenue  will  pay  a  large 
)art  of  the  cost-  up  to  60%-  of  your  plan? 

For  each  contribution  paid  the  taxman  will  give  back 
ax  relief  equivalent  to  the  highest  rate  of  tax  you  pay  on 
/our  earnings  — and  that  can't  be  bad  for  starters. 


HOW  THE  PLAN  WORKS 

Suppose  you're  a  30%  taxpayer  and  put  £40 
a  month  into  a  plan.  The  taxman  will  hand  back 
£12  in  tax  relief  so  it  will  cost  you  only  £28  to  get 
£40  worth  of  benefits.  That's  a  very  big  saving, 
indeed  —  and  it  will  be  even  greater  if  you're  a  higher 
rated  taxpayer. 

What  you  will  get  for  your  money. 

Let's  say  you're  a  male,  aged  34,  paying  £40 
gross  a  month.  Based  on  current  investment  returns, 
you  can  expect  a  tax  free  lump  sum  at  65  of  £63,000 
plus  an  annual  income  for  life  of  £18,700.  If  you 
pay  tax  at  30%  until  you  retire  your  plan  will  cost 
you  just  over  £10,000— less  than  £1.00  a  day. 


Built-in  Flexibility 


The  annual  amount  paid  in  can  be  varied  depending 
>n  your  circumstances  and  the  upper  limits  of  contribu- 
ion  laid  down  by  the  Inland  Revenue.  You  can  pay 
egularly— from  monthly  to  annually— or  make  single 
onrributions  as  and  when  your  finances  allow.  Contri- 
butions can  be  increased  or  decreased  at  any  time.  The 
ictual  amount  of  benefits  you  will  receive  will  depend, 
)f  course,  on  your  age  of  entry,  age  at  retirement,  how 


much  is  invested,  and  the  investment  conditions  in  the 
future. 

RNPFN— the  safe  and  profitable  place  to  invest 

A  Personal  Pension  Plan  with  The  Royal  National 
Pension  Fund  for  Nurses  offers  you  an  excellent  return 
on  your  money  plus  complete  peace  of  mind.  We've 
been  in  the  pensions'  business  since  1887  and  presently 
manage  over  £200  million  on  behalf  of  50,000  members. 

Whatever  your  age,  your  current  financial  situation 
or  your  existing  pension  arrangements,  it  makes  good 
sense  to  find  out  more  about  the  RNPFN  plans. 

You  can  start  your  plan  with  an  outlay  of  only  £10 
a  month  or  a  once-off  annual  contribution  of  just  £100. 
which  is  not  a  lot  to  begin  providing  for  a  secure  and 
more  comfortable  retirement.  So  send  for  a  copy  of  our 
booklet  plus  a  free  quotation.  There's  no  obligation,  and 
a  salesman  will  not  pester  you.  Remember,  when  the 
taxman  is  prepared  to  hand  out  money,  it's  a  pity  not  to 
take  advantage  of  it. 

Complete  the  coupon  now,  pop  it  in  an  envelope, 
and  post  it  —  without  a  stamp  —  to: 

The  Royal  National  Pension  Fund  for  Nurses, 
Freepost,  London  WC2N  6BR. 

Or  telephone  David  Jordan  on  01-839  6785. 

^To:  The  Royal  National  Pension  Fund  for  Nurses,^ 


Please  send  me  without  obligation  your  booklet  on  personal  pensions 
and  a  quotation  of  benefits 
Surname  (Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr) 


P 
I 

First  Name(s) 


Address 

I   


Post  Code 


Date  of  Birth 


/19 


Occupation 


Are  you  working  in  a  job  without  a  pension? 

(tick  box)  Yes  □     No  □ 

How  much  could  you  invest  each  month?  £  
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In  the  ethical  pharmaceutical  field 
progress  in  bar-coding  lies  in  Boots' 
plan  to  introduce  Electronic  Point  of 
Sale,  developments  in  hospitals, 
Pharmanef,  and  the  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry's 
project  to  further  the  introduction  of 
patient  pack  dispensing  in  the  UK, 
the  ABPI's  John  Wheeler  said  in  his 
paper  to  the  Conference. 

A  year  ago,  ABPI  recommended  that  its 
members,  it  they  had  not  already  done  so, 
should  join  the  Article  Numbering 
Association  to  ensure  that  European  Aarticle 
Numbering  codes  were  allocated  to  their  full 
product  ranges  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
timing  of  the  inclusion  of  EAN  bar-codes  on 
packs  however  would  remain  a  matter  for 
individual  action.  At  the  time  of  the  PIP 
Code  Working  Party,  the  industry 
representatives  (ABPI  and  Proprietary 
Association  of  Great  Britain),  while  in 
agreement  with  the  grdiip's  conclusions, 
stressed  that  the  only  code  manufacturers 
would  wish  to  include  on  their  labels  would 
be  EAN  and  only  as  and  when  the  scale  of 
computerisation  through  the  distribution 
chain  justified  this.  Thus,  ABPI  reached  the 
stage  last  year  when  it  asked  its  members  to 
allocate  EAN  codes  to  their  products  as  a 
first  step. 

Three  major  initiatives  in  1984  led  to  this 
decision.  Firstly,  discussions  took  place 
between  APBI  representatives  and  regional 
pharmaceutical  officers  to  discuss  bar- 
coding.  The  RPhOs  said  a  review  of  hospital 
pharmacy  procedures  had  confirmed  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  computerisation 
and,  as  a  result,  they  asked  ABPI  to  secure 
the  approval  of  its  members  that  EAN  coding 
should  be  introduced  within  a  reasonable 
time-scale.  This  would  have  benefits  in 
computering  pharmacy  issues,  receipts  and 
ordering.  In  addition  this  was  seen  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  new  budget  system 


Hospitals, 
Boots  and 
original 
pack 

dispensing 


proposed  for  the  NHS.  A  trial  of  the  use  of 
EAN  bar-codes  in  hospitals  has  been  canied 
out  by  the  East  Anglia,  North  East  Thames 
and  Wessex  Regional  Health  Authorities  in 
collaboration  with  three  British 
manufacturers.  It  proved  very  useful  in 
focussing  on  the  need  for  bar-coding.  While 
it  was  on  a  small  scale,  using  several 
different  computer  systems,  few  major 
problems  were  encountered.  The 
conclusion  was  that  EAN  bar-coding  of 
pharmaceuticals  at  source  will  offer  many 
advantages  and  it  seems  possible  to 
introduce  it  without  any  great  difficulty. 

Secondly,  the  medical  merchandise 
controller  of  Boots  the  Chemists  wrote  to  all 
of  their  suppliers  of  proprietary  and  own- 
brand  merchandise  in  July  1984,  advising 


them  of  their  decision  to  base  future  systems 
development  on  the  EAN  bar-code.  They 
asked  suppliers  to  include  bar-codes  on 
products  by  June  1986  in  anticipation  of 
introducing  EPoS  more  widely  within  the 
Boots  organisation  in  1987.  The  letter  did  not 
cover  Prescription-only  products,  because 
of  the  additional  issues  involved.  But  Boots 
welcomed  the  ABPI  initiative. 

Finally,  last  October,  both  ABPI  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  made  statements 
that  original  pack  dispensing  should  be  the 
norm.  ABPI  had  secured  consensus  among 
its  members  to  the  objective  of  making  it 
standard  practice  within  the  next  three 
years. 

In  the  discussions  on  original  pack 
dispensing,  or  patient  pack  dispensing  as  we 
would  prefer  to  call  it,  a  number  of  important 
subsidiary  issues  have  been  taken  into 
consideration.  One  of  these  was  bar-coding. 
The  letter  from  Boots  to  their  suppliers 
explained  that  it  need  not  be  expensive  if 
included  in  the  development  of  new 
products  and,  for  existing  products,  as  part 
of  a  package  redesign  programme.  Thus 
action  by  companies  to  meet  the  needs  of 
patient  pack  dispensing  gives  an 
opportunity  for  including  bar-codes  as  an 
aid  to  development. 

Because  of  the  need  to  include  statutory 
information  on  labels,  provide  space  for  the 
pharmacist's  own  label  and  other 
information  directed  at  the  patient,  the 
inclusion  of  bar-codes  presents  considerable 
technical  problems  for  companies' 
production  and  packaging  departments. 
The  ABPI  suggests; 

1)  companies  should  accept  the  EAN 
coding  system  for  all  packs.  Such  a  code  is 
unique  to  each  company's  original  packs  so 
that,  where  several  versions  of  the  same 
product  exist,  each  has  a  unique  code. 

2)  To  permit  computerisation  of 
prescription  pricing  and  to  assist  in  product 
tracing  for  recall  purposes,  a  self-adhesive 
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detachable  sticker  should  be  applied  to  each 
original  pack,  containing  the  13-digit  EAN 
number,  the  EAN  bar-code,  the  product 
batch  number  and  the  company  logo.  It 
should  be  attached  to  the  immediate 
container  or  outer  carton. 
3)  The  original  pack  must  comply  with 
existing  label  requirements.  However,  for 
security  reasons,  the  label  should  contain 
the  EAN  number  (not  the  bar-code), 
preferably  adjacent  to  the  sticker.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  controversial  sections  of  the 
ABPI  recommendations.  The  intention  is  to 
meet  every  eventuality  for  making  the  best 
use  of  bar-coding. 

When  looking  at  methods  of 
computerising  the  PPA  five  years  ago,  a 
look-up  system  of  bar-code  scanning  was 
considered  but  it  was  concluded  that  it 
would  be  too  time-consuming.  We  shall 
probably  have  to  await  the  introduction  of 
second-generation  PPA  hardware  in  the 
1990s  before  the  full  advantages  can  be 
derived  from  bar-coding  on  prescription 
product  packs.  However,  the  possibilities  of 
electronic  transmission  of  prescription  data 
direct  from  pharmacies  to  the  PPA  are 
already  undergoing  study,  and  a  trial  to 
examine  the  feasibility  of  the  PPA 
establishing  direct  computer  links  with  NHS 
pharmacy  contractors  may  get  under  way 
shortly. 

Coming  back  to  Patient  Pack 
Dispensing,  there  is  nothing  new  beyond 
what  is  already  a  fact  of  life  in  most  European 
countries  and  it  is  time  that  British  pharmacy 
practice  came  into  line. 

Because  of  practical  problems,  it  is  hard 
to  see  bar-coding  of  all  packs  for 
prescription  pharmaceuticals  effected 
within  the  timetable  proposed  for  patient 
pack  dispensing.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a 
prerequisite  for  the  tremendous  expansion 
of  computerisation  in  pharmacy  which  is 
bound  to  take  place  over  the  next  decade. 

Mr  Wheeler  then  went  on  to  look  at 
developments  abroad.  They  are  not  strictly 


relevant  to  what  is  happening,  or  likely  to 
happen,  in  the  UK,  he  said,  but,  as  we  are 
discussing  the  use  of  bar  codes  in 
pharmacy,  we  should  take  note  of  the 
development  of  Code  39  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  a  voluntary  standard  for  all  health 
care  supplies,  including  drugs  and 
dressings,  is  alphanumeric,  capable  of 
unsophisticated  printing  on  outers  and  22 
digits  long.  It  is  hoped  that  its  use  will  be  a 
major  contributor  to  cost  efficiencies  and 
quality  of  patient  care.  It  has  been  first  used 
for  shipping  labels  between  manufacturers 
and  hospitals  and  for  patient  billing  and 
accounting  purposes. 

In  France,  since  1983,  there  has  been 
general  agreement  among  interested  bodies 
to  include  bar-codes  on  cartons  for 
pharmaceutical  products  and  the  code 
adopted  was  Code  39.  It  is  eventually  hoped 


to  eliminate  the  currently  used  detachable 
labels  and  employ  wand-scanning  over  the 
carton  bar-code  with  a  price  look-up  in  the 
computer. 

Similarly,  in  Italy  in  lune  1983,  health 
authorities  decided  that  all  national  health 
service  reimbursable  products  should  carry 
a  self-adhesive  label  on  the  carton,  part  of 
which,  bearing  a  Code  39  bar-code,  should 
be  detachable  for  affixing  to  prescription 
forms. 

These  developments  possibly  show  the 
way  for  the  UK.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see 
how  it  develops  over  the  next  few  years,  but 
it  must  be  stressed  that  initiatives  on  future 
action  do  not  necessarily  lie  with  the 
pharmaceutical  industry.  It  must  be 
consulted  on  plans  for  action  further  down 
the  distribution  chain  so  that  it  can  develop 
the  labelling  of  packs  for  its  products. 


Pharmanet  -  an  initial  success 


After  successful  trials,  the  speed  at 
which  Pharmanet  —  a  commercial 
data  communications  system 
between  manufacturers  and 
wholesalers  —  can  he  introduced,  is 
dependent  on  commercial  rather 
than  technical  considerations,  says 
Barry  Thompson,  management 
services  director,  Macarthys.  in  this 
extract  from  his  paper. 
In  June  1983  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry /National 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical  Distributors 
working  party  instituted  three  limited  trials 
to  gain  experience  in  aspects  of  the 
proposed  system.  These  trials  were 
between  Glaxo  and  Vestric,  Ciba-Geigy 
and  Unichem,  and  ICI  and  Vestric. 

Following  preliminary  reports,  the 
detailed  development  work  started  early  in 
1984.  The  trial  developed  according  to  the 


plan,  although  the  thnescale  was  extended 
due  to  technical  problems  which  had  to  be 
overcome  as  the  pilot  project  developed. 
At  a  very  late  stage  Unichem  felt  obliged, 
due  to  pressure  from  other  commitments, 
to  withdraw  from  the  scheme  —  but 
reported  that  they  were  satisfied  the  system 
would  operate  satisfactorily. 

A  report  was  presented  to  the  working 
party  in  early  1985  outlining  the 
satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  pilot  scheme 
and  the  bureau  operating  the  scheme 
expressed  its  eagerness  to  start  marketing. 
They  outlined  a  scheme  of  charges  for  the 
full  system  based  around  a  one-time 
joining  fee  and  then  a  charge  based  on 
usage. 

The  bureau  also  proposed  to  put 
together  a  "help  package"  to  assist  new 
users  to  connect  to  the  system.  Hardware 
manufacturers  with  equipment  in  use  in 
the  industry,  were  being  consulted. 
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Using  Mason  Nordia's  expertise  really  can 
help  to  smooth  out  the  ups  and  downs  of 
retailing.  Careful  planning  and  design  by  our 
consultants  improves  your  sales  area,  making 
displays  more  attractive  and  effective. 
Some  retailers  have  told  us  of  an  over  20% 
increase  in  business.  Why  not  contact  us  for 
your  free  copy  of  our  brochure  all  about 
Mason  Nordia  shopfittings. 
We'd  be  glad  to  help  you  do  the  business. 
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Full-liners  only 
should  be  given 
distributors 
licence 

Concern  over  the  ease  with  which 
companies  could  set  up  as 
wholesalers  was  voiced  at  a 
conference  in  Bournemouth  this 

week. 

Mr  Peter  Worling,  Vestric's  managing 
director,  suggested  that  a  special 
pharmaceutical  distributor's  licence 
should  be  issued  only  to  wholesalers 
holding  comprehensive  stock  and  offering 
regular  deliveries. 

He  told  a  meeting  of  the  International 
Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Wholesalers 
that,  in  the  UK,  any  company  could  set  up 
as  a  wholesaler  and  obtain  supplies  from 
Europe  or  at  discount  prices  from 
manufacturers  without  needing  to  give  full 
service  and  without  a  comprehensive 
check  on  warehouse  conditions  or  ability 
to  handle  products  safely  and  effectively. 

"It  is  time  that  greater  attention  was 
paid  to  this  problem,"  he  said. 

Mr  Worling  suggested  that  the 
pharmaceutical  distributor's  licence 
should  be  given  only  to  those  companies 
which  had  proper  facilities  for  the  storage 
and  distribution  of  drugs  and  which 
stocked  a  wide  range  of  medicines 
available  on  the  NHS.  They  should  also 
give  a  regular  delivery  —  at  least  daily  — 
to  the  local  pharmacists  and  hospitals. 

"It  would  be  in  all  of  our  interests  if 
IFPW  would  adopt  the  idea  of  seeking 
such  formal  recognition  of  the  wholesaler's 
role  throughout  the  world,"  he  said. 

Mr  Worling  described  some  of  the 
problems  UK  wholesalers  were  facing 
because  of  Government  intervention.  "We 


must  work  to  ensure  that  national 
governments  understand  the  role  of  the 
pharmaceutical  distributor  and  that  his 
role  is  recognised.  There  are  still  far  too 
many  governments  and  individuals  who 
think  that  the  wholesaler  is  making  a  profit 
which  can  be  saved  by  cutting  out  the 
wholesale  function." 

It  was  essential  to  take  the  trouble  to 
explain  that  there  would  always  be 
distribution  costs  and  that  the 
pharmaceutical  distributor  was  the  most 
efficient  and  practical  way  to  ensure  cost 
effectiveness  squeeze,  he  said. 

Parallel  imports  were  another  cause  for 
concern.  So  far,  pharmaceutical 
distributors  had  avoided  them  because  of 
fears  that  substandard  products  might 
reach  the  market.  "What  happens  in  the 
future  must  depend  on  how  this  problem 
develops,"  he  said.  The  speaker 
concluded  by  saying  that  despite  the 
problems,  the  general  feeling  among  the 
wholesalers  was  one  of  optimism  for  the 
future.  One  of  the  great  strengths  of 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers  had  been 
their  flexibility  and  ability  to  respond  to 
the  market  and  changing  circumstance. 

Mrs  Dororthy  Knightley,  client 
services  director,  IMS  UK,  looked  at  the 
effects  of  the  limited  list  on  prescribing. 
The  decline  in  prescriptions  for  minor 
ailments  and  for  tranquillisers  and 
sedatives  had  been  about  20  per  cent. 
Early  estimates  indicated  that  40  per  cent 
of  lost  prescription  business  was  now 
bought  over  the  counter  in  pharmacies, 
and  patients  seemed  to  be  purchasing  on 
price. 

The  volume  of  stock  moving  through 
wholesalers  had  declined  by  about  16  per 
cent.  The  price  per  unit  for  tranquillisers 
and  sedatives  had  dropped  20  per  cent 
following  the  use  of  cheaper  generics  and 
the  price  per  pack  of  treatments  for  minor 
ailments  had  fallen  15  per  cent  because  of 
the  trend  to  smaller  OTC  packs. 


^heap  drugs' 
may  prove  costly 

Attempts  by  the  Government  to 
reduce  the  NHS  medicines  bill  in 
pursuit  of  a  "cheap  drugs"  policy 
could  prove  expensive  not  only  in 
human  terms  but  also  for  the 
nation's  taxpayers. 

This  view  was  expressed  last  week  by 
Dr  John  Griffin,  director,  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry,  on 
the  eve  of  the  Department  of  Health 
sponsored  conference  on  prescribing  (see 
p523) .  Medicines  supplied  by  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  had  led  to 
savings  in  NHS  hospital  costs  in  1982  of  at 
least  £1,658  m  in  England  and  Wales 
alone. 

Expenditure  on  research  into  new 
therapeutic  areas  was  one  of  the  most 
sensible  investments  Britain  could  make, 
he  continued.  Recent  Government 
measures  to  restrict  the  industry's  activities 
in  the  UK  should  not  be  seen  only  in  terms 
of  a  potential  reduction  in  NHS 
pharmaceutical  expenditure.  Their  impact 
must  be  judged  in  terms  of  the  harmful 
effect  they  would  have  on  the  industry's 
overall  contribution  to  the  economy. 

A  smaller,  less  profitable  and  less 
innovative  pharmaceutical  industry  would 
increase  costs  to  the  taxpayer  rather  than 
reduce  them,  Dr  Griffin  claimed. 

Britain  is  the  world's  third  largest 
pharmaceutical  exporter,  with  overseas 
sales  of  £1,222  million  in  1984,  yet 
medicine  spending  in  Britain  is  only  about 
half  that  of  its  major  industrial  rivals. 

David  Taylor,  ABPI's  director  of 
economic  planning,  claimed  that  the  use 
of  prescribed  medicines  in  Britain  was 
relatively  low.  Exaggerated  reports  of 
medicine  over-usage  should  be  treated 
with  caution,  he  said. 
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PRETTY  POLLY 
ARE  PUTTING 
THE  CAT 
OUT  AGAIN. 

Following  the  success  of  our 
TV  commercial,  we'll  be  back  on 
air  again  in  October  and  November. 

To  lie  in  with  this,  were  also 
adding  a  new  selection  of  Autumn 
colours  to  our  'Sheer  Colour'  range. 

So  stock  now,  and  don't  get 
caught  in  a  flap  later  on. 
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Philips  Batteries. 
Fresh  of  f  the  shelf  . 


Date  coded 


to  prove  it. 


Philips  batteries: 
Normal,  for  regul 
for  everyday  use; 
applications;  and 
continuous  use. 


Philips  batteries 
are  date  coded  so 
customers  know  they're 
fresh  off  the  shelf. 
You  can  be  confident 
they're  totally  leak 
proof  too. 
A  complete  range; 
ar  applications;  Extra, 
Super,  for  heavy  duty 
Alkaline,  for  prolonged 
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Hay  hoe  warns 
GPs  to  cut 
script  costs 

The  new  Minister  for  Health, 
Barney  Hayhoe  says  doctors  should 
aim  for  greater  price  consciousness 
when  they  prescribe. 

Opening  a  conference  on  prescribing 
last  week,  Mr  Barney  Hayhoe,  in  his  first 
public  speech  since  his  appointment,  said 
:here  would  have  to  be  economies  in  drugs 
:o  fund  other  areas  of  the  NHS.  The  drugs 
Dill,  at  £1,400  million,  was  growing  faster 
Jian  overall  health  service  expenditure. 

"We  now  need  to  move  to  a  new  phase 
n  the  relationship  between  the 
Sovemment  and  the  medical  profession  in 
particular,  one  in  which  we  seek  to  identify 
common  objectives  and  the  means  of 
achieving  them,"  he  said. 

There  was  also  a  need  to  ensure  that 
■nedicines  policies  supported  a  thriving 
ind  innovative  research-based  industry. 
Discussions  were  being  held  with  the  ABPI 
ibout  future  drug  pricing  arrangements 
hat  would  provide  a  greater  measure  of 


stability  for  the  industry.  Successful 
companies  producing  successful 
medicines  would  have  nothing  to  fear  and 
much  to  gain  from  doctors  taking  their 
prescribing  decisions  with  full  knowledge 
of  the  relationship  between  cost  and 
effectiveness  of  different  drugs.  There  was 
a  need  to  start  discussion  on  ways  in  which 
doctors  could  be  helped  to  reach  the 
highest  standards  in  their  prescribing. 

One  point  raised  several  times  was  that 
if  doctors  were  to  improve  prescribing 
they  would  need  information  on  their 
prescribing  costs.  Professor  M.  Drury, 
professor  of  general  practice,  Birmingham 
University,  said  that  unless  doctors  were 
given  up-to-date,  facts  they  would  be 
unable  to  audit  their  work. 

Making  a  similar  point,  Professor 
I.G.R.  Howie,  professor  of  general 
practice,  Edinburgh  University,  added 
that  prescribing  depended  on  many 
factors  so  could  not  be  standardised. 

Professor  Drury  also  believed  that 
urgent  steps  should  be  taken  to 
computerise  all  doctors  surgeries  and 
improve  record  systems,  moves  that  would 
allow  checks  to  be  made  on  repeat 
prescriptions.  Doctors  needed  more 
training  on  the  use  of  drugs,  and  a  network 


of  information  pharmacists  could  help  in 
this  area.  Teaching  of  communication 
skills,  which  could  help  in  patient 
compliance,  had  been  much  neglected  in 
medical  schools,  he  said. 

By  1987-88  all  GPs  should  be  receiving 
regular  information  on  their  prescribing 
habits,  according  to  the  DHSS  chiief 
medical  officer,  Dr  Donald  Acheson. 

This  information  should  enable  them  to 
prescribe  more  rationally,  he  told  the 
conference.  The  Government  had 
increased  the  Prescription  Pricing 
Authority's  allocation  by  nearly  £1  million 
for  the  current  financial  year,  to  help  with 
its  computerisation  programme.  The 
Department  also  intended  to  review  all  the 
research  on  how  doctors  should  make 
prescribing  decisions  and  to  commission 
further  research  if  necessary. 

Dr  Acheson  stressed  that  the 
Government  wanted  to  leave  development 
of  a  programme  for  more  rational 
prescribing  to  the  medical  profession.  He 
added  that  it  was  important  not  to  overlook 
the  part  played  by  other  professions; 
pharmacists,  for  example,  could  help 
doctors  achieve  more  effective 
prescribing  by  providing  feedback  on 
compliance  problems. 


LETTERS 


Lets  Jbe  honest 
about  it. . .  

Surely  it  is  in  the  interests  of  all 
marmacists  that  debate  be  established  on 
ines  of  truth  and  honesty.  To  make  claims 
hat  seem  neither  factual  or  even  remotely 
jossible  must  be  neither  good  for  our 
jrofessional  image  or  even  a  benefit  to 
hose  who  make  them. 

I  was  surprised  to  read  in  the  Daily 
Telegraph  claims  that  3,000  pharmacies 
ire  threatened  by  closure,  and  that  a 
marmacist  two  miles  from  the  next  nearest 
marmacy  may  have  to  close.  This  is  really 
.fretching  the  imagination  into  the  realms 
)f  fantasy.  No  reference  was  made  to  the 
act  that  many  pharmacists  will  be  pleased 
o  lose  their  contract  for  the  welcome 
:ompensation.  No  mention  was  made  of 
he  fact  that  closure  of  premises  or  loss  of 
contract  will  not  be  an  enforcement. 

Indeed  this  new  company  with  1,000 
lew  members  has  never,  from  its 
:onception  , shown  any  original  thought  or 
sven  any  alternative  to  those  on  offer 
accept  the  unedifying  idea  of  getting 
epresentation  on  the  Society's  Council. 
5erhaps  their  unique  naivety  and  obvious 
otal  lack  of  experience  would  benefit  from 
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the  deliberations  carried  out  by  the  PSGB 
and  PSNC.  I  for  one  would  never  think  of 
giving  support  to  those  whose  bleatings 
seem  unsupported  by  facts  and  which 
ignore  the  advantages  of  the  new  contract. 

They  would  have  us  believe  that  they 
could  negotiate  on  the  lines  of  what  we 
want  we  will  get  —  a  sort  of  Scargillism 
without  the  power  and  muscle  to  get  it.  It  is 
time  that  the  situation  is  clarified. 
Hopefully,  after  November  1  1985  we  will 
hear  from  those  who  have  thankfully 
accepted  the  compensation  —  those  who 
obviously  cannot  speak  at  the  moment. 
John  Davies, 
Wiveliscombe,  Somerset. 

Misconceptions 
and  fallacies 

I  write  to  support  Mr  Keith  Jenkin's  letter 
September  7.  The  British  Pharmacists 
Association  misinforms  and  issues 
propaganda  on  the  basis  that  so  long  as  it 
is  said  often  and  loud  enough  many  will 
believe  that  it  is  true. 

Years  of  patient,  reasoned,  public 
relations  work  have  been  put  at  risk  by  this 
minority  of  pharmacists,  who  think  that  to 
act  like  tinkers  in  the  market  place  and  let 


dog  eat  dog  is  professional.  The  need  for  a 
pharmaceutical  service  has  been  met  on  a 
supply  and  demand  basis  for  generations 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  an  area 
without  such  a  service.  The  choice  is  still 
between  stabbing  a  fellow  pharmacist  in 
the  back  by  leapfrogging  him  or  of 
seeking  out  a  dispensing  doctor  and  doing 
the  same  thing  to  him.  The  latter  choice  is 
preferable  though  more  difficult. 

BPA  critics  have  been  absent  from  the 
letters  columns.  Pharmacists  do  not  wish  to 
place  their  pharmacies  at  risk  by 
encouraging  a  BPA  member  to  ruin  their 
business.  The  question  remains  that  if  a 
BPA  freedom  fighter  leapfrongs  a  long 
standing  pharmacy  and  is  then  himself 
successfully  leapfrogged  by  another  BPA 
member,  does  the  original  BPA  man  say 
"well  done"  and  continue  to  hold  his  views 
of  a  free-for-all  jungle? 

The  majority  of  contractors  will  prefer 
the  stability  to  be  provided  by  the  new 
contract  proposals.  It  will  enable  them  to 
invest  with  confidence  in  the  future  and 
improve  patient  services.  The  young 
pharmacist  will  know  that  having 
purchased  "goodwill"  for  an  existing 
pharmacy,  it  is  just  that  and  we  have 
removed  the  inverted  comas. 
R.N.  Thomas 
Anglesey,  Gwynedd. 
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Single  outlets  continue  to 
dominate  chemist  sector 


Single  outlets  are  still  the  dominant 
traders  in  the  chemist  sector, 
representing  about  86  per  cent  of  all 
chemist  businesses  (including  drug 
stores  but  excluding  Boots). 

A  Euromonitor  report  surveying  British 
"chemists  and  druggists"  says  the  number 
of  pharmacies  increased  by  8.9  per  cent 
between  1982  and  1984,  compared  with  a 
2.6  per  cent  rise  in  drug  stores.  But  drug 
store  expansion  should  outstrip  the  growth 
of  pharmacies  next  year  and  increase  the 
large  multiples'  importance  in  the  chemist 
sector.  (The  report  makes  no  mention  of 
the  new  contract  or  its  effect  on  pharmacy 
numbers) . 

Between  1980  and  1983  sector  turnover 
rose  by  an  average  14.5  per  cent  with 
several  large  chemists'  businesses  making 
a  substantial  increase  in  profit  and 
turnover  in  the  early  '80s.  This  went 
against  the  general  retailing  trend  and  the 
survey  attributes  part  of  the  success  to 
increased  prescription  charges  (sic)  — 
"indicating  the  significance  of  NHS 
dispensing  to  the  chemists'  sector  and 
suggesting  the  extent  to  which  its 
development  stands  to  be  impeded  by  the 
present  government's  determination  to 
reduce  the  annual  drugs  bill."  Annual 
reviews  of  labour  costs  and  overheads 
prevented  profits  from  being  eroded  by 
rising  fixed  costs,  Euromonitor  says.  The 
inflation-linked  contract  remuneration 
contributed  to  the  pharmacist's  success,  as 
did  the  fact  that  "people  will  always  fall  ill 


and  require  medicines." 

NHS  business  is  now  a  cause  of 
uncertainty  rather  than  security,  says  the 
report  —  but  it  would  be  misleading  to 
assume  this  would  lead  to  the  demise  of  the 
business.  However,  having  been  sheltered 
from  the  recession  —  and  without  a 
reliable  NHS  prop  —  the  chemist  sector 
will  be  "very  vulnerable"  in  the  later 
1980s. 

Total  retail  sales  for  all  chemists  and 
drug  stores  amounted  to  £4.2  billion  in 
1984  —  about  5  per  cent  of  all  UK  retail 
trade.  The  past  two  years  saw  a  growth  of  6 
per  cent  and  the  survey  warns  against 
seeing  this  as  just  a  result  of  reliance  on 
NHS  scripts.  "The  NHS  does  offer  a 
cushion,  but  it  is  one  which  is  increasingly 
lacking  in  stuffing."  But  NHS  receipts  do 
account  for  about  40  per  cent  of  all  sector 
turnover  —  and  a  great  deal  more  for 
small  independent  pharmacies. 

Boots  NHS  turnover  is  about  £125m  (7 
per  cent  of  their  1984  turnover  and  7  per 
cent  of  NHS  business)  —  despite  their 
owning  8.5  per  cent  of  Britain's  registered 
pharmacies.  This  leaves  about  £l,600m 
split  between  other  pharmacies,  say 
Euromonitor,  so  70  per  cent  of  their 
turnover  comes  from  NHS  receipts. 

Non-NHS  sales  in  the  sector  increased 
by  13  per  cent  in  1984,  compared  with  8 
per  cent  for  NHS  sales.  This  growth  is 
partly  attributed  to  a  rise  in  non-pharmacy 
outlets  —  900  drug  stores  were  operating 
in  the  UK  last  year  and  chains  of 
perfumery  shops  were  expanding.  "Drug 


store  expansion  will  force  the  traditional 
chemist  to  rely  increasingly  on  the  sales  of 
pharmaceuticals  and  to  exploit  their 
licence  to  sell  GSL  medicines."  But  drug 
stores  are  unlikely  to  top  the  2,000  mark 
unless  they  move  into  prescriptions  (sic). 

Between  1980  and  1982  the  Scottish 
Health  Service  deliberately  set  out  to 
improve  the  pharmacy /persons  ratio.  By 
1984  a  43  per  cent  increase  over  four  years 
had  brought  the  ratio  from  1:619,000  to 
1:356,000. 

Sales  of  drugs  and  medicines  have 
moved  away  from  the  1970s  polarisation 
around  single  outlets  on  the  one  side  and 
Boots  on  the  other.  The  expansion  of  drug 
store  multiples  and  some  rationalisation  by 
pharmacists  has  reduced  the  market 
shares  of  both  sides  and  brought  in  more 
competitiveness,  say  Euromonitor. 

Boots'  gross  margin  is  the  highest  of 
retail  chemists  —  but  Superdrug's  is 
higher.  The  report  says  Boots'  margin  is 
also  lower  than  it  was  in  the  early  1980s, 
due  to  competition  in  the  toiletries  market. 
In  1983-84  sales  of  low  margin  computer 
merchandise  accounted  for  nearly  3  per 
cent  of  the  UK  retail  turnover  and  Boots 
achieved  £40m  sales  in  this  area.  "Its 
success  with  computers  appears  to  have 
made  the  company  aware  of  the 
advantages  of  casting  its  net  wider  and 
relying  less  on  women  shoppers." 

Boots  are  responding  to  the  threat  of 
Superdrug's  increased  market  share,  say 
Euromonitor,  but  are  still  weak  in 
disciplined  display  and  efficient  stock 
control,  where  the  drug  store  is  strong. 
Own-branding  is  a  key  part  of  the  Boots 
struggle  to  regain  its  market  share  in 
toiletries,  accounting  for  30  per  cent  of  its 
products.  The  survey  foresees  a  profit 
plateau  for  the  company,  which  "is  likely 


Summary:  chemists  and  drug  stores  in  1984  Chemist  sector:  retail  margins 


Outlets 

Turnover 

£m  exclusive  of  VAT 

number 

% 

£m 

% 

Turnover 

Gross  profit 

%  margin 

Registered  pharmacies 

11,100 

84.3 

2,300 

52.1 

1980 

1,444 

351 

24.3 

Boots  the  Chemists 

1,025 

7.8 

1,780 

40.4 

1981 

1,749 

420 

24.0 

Drug  stores 

900 

6.8 

300 

6.8 

1982 

1,942 

464 

23.9 

Perfumery  shops 

135 

1.0 

30 

0.7 

1983 

2,176 

518 

23.8 

Total 

13.160 

100.0 

4,410 

100.0 

1984 

2,434 

577 

23.7 

Source:  DHSS 

Source:  Retail  Inquines/Euromonitor 

Projected  retail  sales  through  chemists  and  drug  stores 


Retail  sales  through  chemists  and  drug 

stores 

1984-1990 

£  million  % 

Chemists  &  % 

% 

£m 

Drug 

Pharmacy 

Perfume 

Boots  growth 

druggists  growth 

Total  growth 

Boots 

stores 

outlets 

shops 

1980  1,260 

1,550 

2,810 

1984 

1,780 

300 

2,300 

30 

1981               1,400  +11.1 

1,870   +  20.6 

3,270  +16.4 

1985 

1,925 

335 

2,500 

50 

1982              1,520  +8.6 

2,075  +11.0 

3,595  +9.9 

1986 

2,075 

375 

2,700 

70 

1983              1,645     +  8.2 

2,325  +12.0 

3,970  +10.4 

1987 

2,250 

440 

2,800 

80 

1984              1,780  +8.2 

2,600  +11.8 

4,410  +11.1 

1988 

2,450 

500 

2,950 

90 

Source-  Euromomtor 

1989 

2,675 

600 

3,100 

100 

Notes:  1  Boots  ligures  are  annuahsed  estimates  inclusive  of  VAT 

1990 

2,900 

700 

3,350 

100 

2.  Chemists  and  druggists  are  rounded  figures 

3  1984  total  includes  £30  million  via 

perfumery  shops 

Source:  Euromonitor 
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to  remain  in  the  second  division." 

Precinct  trading  is  likely  to  lead  to 
more  expansion  for  the  large  multiple 
chemists,  where  NHS  receipts  give  a 
decreasing  proportion  of  turnover. 

Drug  restrictions  will  retard  wholesale 
growth  as  a  whole,  with  smaller  units  the 
hardest  hit,  Euromonitor  notes.  "It  has 
been  estimated  that  the  average 
warehouse  in  the  UK  is  one  tenth  of  the 
size  which  makes  automation  begin  to  be 
cost  effective." 

[The  report  notes  the  imminent  sale  of 
Vestric  by  Glaxo,  but  not  their  purchase 
by  A  AH  in  March.] 

The  report  sees  home  health  care  as  a 
positive  way  ahead  for  small,  local 
chemists  offering  a  privacy  rarely  seen  in 
the  larger  outlets.  Chemists  are  expanding 
into  growth  markets  such  as  baby  products 
and  health  foods. 

The  report  concludes:  "There  is  no 
doubt  that  many  chemists  could  do  with 
sharpening  up,  but  to  propose  their 
imminent  collapse  in  the  wake  of  health 
cutbacks  is  not  so  much  unlikely  as 
completely  untrue."  And  it  notes:  "Over 
the  next  two  years,  the  major  professional 
bodies  will  step  up  pressure  for  greater 
recognition  of  the  pharmacist's  potential 
contribution  to  medical  services." 
"Chemists  and  Druggists,"  £160. 
Euromonitor  Publications  Ltd,  87-88 
Turnmill  Street,  London  EC1M5QU. 

Retail  sales 


OTC  healthcare 
Cosmetics  and 
toiletries 
Paper  products 
Baby  products 
Slimming  & 
healthfoods 
Photography 
Others 
Total 

Chemist  and 


Fragrances 
Make-up 
Skin  care 
Hair  care 

Bathroom  products 
Deodorants 
Oral  hygiene 
Mens'  toiletries 
Total 

Market  size  (£m) 

Source:  Euromonitor 
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Name  change  in 
Eli  Lilly  capsules 

Eli  Lilly,  the  largest  producer  in  the 
UK  of  hard  gelatin  capsules,  is 
renaming  its  capsule  division 
Blanco  QuaMcaps  —  pari  of  a 
worldwide  name  change  which 
recognises  the  company's  growing 
commitment  to  capsule  technology, 
it  says. 

A  Lilly  antibiotic,  vancomycin,  is 
expected  to  be  marketed  in  the  UK  later 
this  year  by  using  new  capsule  technolgy. 
Semi-Solid  Matrix  (a  trademark) 
technology  allows  for  liquid  fill  of  hard 
gelatin  capsules,  and  can  give  controlled 
release  dose  units. 

Active  ingredients  in  liquid  form  can 
be  handled  if  formulated  as  a  thixotropic 
or  thermosoftened  mixture.  Because  an 
SSM  effectively  excludes  oxygen  and 
water,  and  the  hydrophilicity  of  a 
capsule's  contents  is  an  important  factor  in 
drug  release,  the  rate  can  be  readily 
altered. 

Other  developments  allow  more 
effective  capsule  sealing,  meaning 
manufacturers  can  fill  and  seal  capsules 
with  liquids,  powders  and  beads  within 
their  own  facilities.  Quali-seal  is  a  process 
developed  by  Elanco,  forming  a  visible 


band  of  gelatin  between  capsule  body  and 
cap.  Minimal  heat  is  used  to  give  a  positive 
seal  which  can  be  visually  validated,  the 
company  says. 

The  new  company  will  be  under 
general  manager  loseph  Cook. 


R&C  profits  up 

Reckitt  &  Colman  have  increased 
their  pre-tax  profits  by  16  per  cent  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1985, 
compared  with  last  year. 

Company  chairman  Sir  James 
Cleminson  says  the  climb  from  £49. 73m  to 
57.73m  fully  confirms  earlier  optimism. 

Pharmaceutical  profits  rose  from 
£11. 31m  to  £11. 51m.  The  negative  effect  of 
the  limited  list  was  offset  by  good  growth  in 
home  medicines,  says  the  company  "In  all 
the  circumstances  our  pharmaceutical 
business  worldwide  progresses  well." 

Sir  James  says  predictions  are  now 
difficult,  given  volatile  exchange  rates, 
but  with  brand  strength  and  the  world- 
wide spread  of  operations,  he  is  confident 
for  the  future. 

Market  researchers  A.C.  Nielsen  have 
bought  Stats  (MR)  for  an  undisclosed  sum. 

Nielsen  will  go  on  concentrating  on 
retail  audits  for  health  and  beauty  aids  and 
groceries. 
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Drug 

Market 

size  :  £m 

Boots 

%  Chemists 

% 

stores 

% 

Through 

120 

7.3 

165 

21.3 

25 

9.1 

%  share 
68 

chemists  & 

Analgesics 

Total 
80.5 

druggists 
54.7 

480 

29.1 

270 

34.8 

130 

47.3 

Travel  sickness  remedies 

95 

2.5 

2.4 

90 

5.5 

75 

9.7 

10 

3.6 

Nasal  decongestants 

80 

7.0 

5  6 

85 

5.2 

65 

8.4 

5 

1.8 

Oral  decongestants 

95 

4.5 

4.3 

Chest  decongestants 

LOO 

2.5 

2.5 

30 

Vapour  rubs,  inhalers 

70 

1.2 

0.8 

1.8 

60 

7.7 

10 

3.6 

Analgesic  cold  treatments 

65 

20.0 

13.0 

120 

7.3 

75 

9.7 

5 

1.8 

Cough  remedies 

88 

35.0 

30.8 

725 

43.8 

65 

8.4 

90 

32.8 

Medicated  confectionery 

35 

42.0 

14.7 

1,650 

100.0 

775 

iQQ.O 

275 

100.0 

Indigestion  remedies 
Stomach  upset  remedies 
Anti-diarrhoeals 

75 
50 
100 

23.2 
17.3 
3.5 

17.4 
8.7 
3.5 

store  market  shares  in  cosmetics  and 

Laxatives 

100 

12.6 

12.6 

toiletries  1984 

Anti-rheumatics 

90 

13.8 

12.4 

Drug 

Medicated  cleansers 

92 

15.0 

13.8 

Liquid  antiseptics 

75 

17.3 

13.0 

Share    Boots  Pharmacies 

stores 

Germicides 

70 

8.5 

6.0 

% 

% 

% 

% 

Anti-haemorrhoidals 

100 

4.8 

4.8 

60 

25 

32 

3 

Irritant  skin  remedies 

LOO 

4  5 

4.5 

52 

34 

17 

1 

Sore  lip  treatments 

95 

5.0 

j  8 

Therapeutic  mouthwashes 

LOO 

3.0 

3.0 

59 

41 

14 

4 

Mouth  infection  remedies 

as 

4.5 

3.8 

64 

34 

20 

10 

Vitamins  and  tonics 

bb 

47.6 

31.4 

45 

28 

7 

10 

Adhesive  dressings 

60 

18.0 

10.8 

48 

23 

10 

15 

Surgical  dressings 
Eye  care 

95 
70 

9.8 
6.2 

9.3 
4.3 

34 

18 

6 

10 

Ear  care 

95 

1.0 

1.0 

60 

35 

20 

5 

Foot  care 

80 

10.3 

8.2 

55 

30 

17 

8 

Pregnancy  «its 

100 

2  5 

2  5 

880 

430 

270 

130 

Other  products 
Total 

Source:  Eu  omonitor 

90 
72 

4.8 
426.4 

4.3 
308.9 

New  moves  in 
Unilever  bid 

Unilever  are  beginning  an  action  in 
the  New  York  Federal  district  court 
against  Richardson- Vicks  as  part  of 
their  takeover  bid  (C&D  last  week). 

The  company  alleges  violation  of 
Federal  securities  laws.  One  allegation  is 
that  Richardson-Vicks  issued  a  materially 
misleading  Press  release  which  did  not 
reveal  its  intention  of  blocking  a, merger, 
by  buying  back  up  to  five  million  shares. 

Unilever's  formal  offer  to  shareholders 
has  now  been  made  at  $56  a  share.  They 
say  this  is  not  an  increased  offer,  although 
initially  $54  was  the  figure  discussed.  This 
was  a  proposal  to  the  Board,  "to  get  them 
talking,"  rather  than  a  formal  bid,  says  the 
company. 

If  the  Richardson-Vicks  board  of 
directors  rejects  this  proposal,  Unilever 
are  offering  $48  a  share.  Commenting  on 
the  utwo-tier"  offer,  the  company  said, 
"The  shareholders  have  to  look  at  it  in  the 
knowledge  of  a  15  per  cent  premium  if  the 
Richardson  family  comes  in." 

Both  Richardson-Vicks  and  Beecham 
refused  to  comment  on  reports  in 
Marketing  that  Beecham  would  be  putting 
in  their  own  bid  for  the  company. 


Wellcome  profits 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  has  the 
highest  pre-tax  profits  ol  British 
private  companies. 
A  business  survey,  "The  Top  2000,  1985," 
shows  Wellcome  topping  the  list  with 
£89. 5m  in  the  year  ended  August  1984  — 
£41m  ahead  of  its  nearest  contender. 
Wellcome  also  shows  the  greatest  increase 
in  pre-tax  profits,  with  a  rise  of  £28. 3m  on 
the  previous  year.  The  company's  wage 
bill  is  the  highest  at  £198. 5m  —  with  the 
average  yearly  wage  standing  at  £10,667. 

The  survey  is  available  from  Jordan  & 
Sons  Ltd,  Jordan  House,  47  Brunswick 
Place,  London  Nl  6EE  (£55). 


N&P  streamline 

Nurdin  &  Peacock  have  announced 
pre-tax  profits  of  £4m  interim. 

In  the  six  months  ended  June  29  their 
turnover  is  £332. 4m. 

Chairman  W.M.  Peacock  says  the 
company  is  streamlining  its  structure  with 
Nurdin  &  Peacock  Cash  &  Carry, 
covering  major  trading  from  January  6.  A 
new  site  at  Wolverhampton  opens  next 
year. 
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Peter  Thompson  (right),  a  Banbury 
pharmacist,  picks  up  his  'classic  winnings' 
of  £1,000  from  Unichem's  Duncan 
Smeaton,  general  manager  of  the  Hinckley 
Branch 


Fisons  new  drug 

Fisons  have  announced  a  half-year 
pre-tax  profit  rise  of  one-third. 

The  total  for  the  six  months  to  end  of 
June  is  £30.  lm  —  a  record  result,  says  the 
company.  But  shares  have  taken  a  dip  as 
the  City  expected  about  £lm  more. 

"All  three  divisions  — 
pharmaceuticals,  scientific  equipment 
and  horticulture  —  turned  in  record 
profit." 

Fisons  hope  to  market  a  new  drug  for 
allergies  within  the  next  few  weeks, 
according  to  a  Guardian  report.  The 
drug,  Necdocromil,  is  reported  to  have 
been  tested  with  apparent  safety,  and  an 
application  is  to  be  made  to  the 
Department  of  Health's  Committee  on  the 
Safety  of  Medicines. 


Patent  ruling 

Polaroid,  the  US  instant 
photography  group  has  won  the 
first  stage  of  a  nine  year  old  patent 
battle  against  rivals  Kodak. 

Polaroid  began  an  action  for  damages 
in  1976,  a  few  days  after  Kodak  introduced 
its  first  instant  camera,  reports  the 
Financial  Times,  claiming  infringement  of 
technology  on  its  own  SX-70  system. 

A  ruling  made  in  a  federal  district 
court  in  Boston  specified  no  damages  and 
is  likely  to  go  to  appeal,  the  FT  says.  The 
judge  found  Kodak  had  infringed  seven  of 
the  ten  patents  involved  in  the  suit. 

Analysts  believe  the  decision  is 
unlikely  to  have  much  effect  on  either 
company. 

The  report  giving  retail  business  statistics 
for  the  chemist'  sector  {C&D,  last  week) 
was  based  on  the  Retail  Trade  Review, 
Retail  Business  no  331,  The  Economist 
Intelligence  Unit,  40  Duke  Street,  London 
W1A  1DW. 


AAH:  good 
start'  for  1985 

The  AAH  pharmaceutical 
businesses  have  made  "an 
excellent  start"  to  1985. 

Chairman  W.M.  Pybus  says  in  the 
company's  report  on  the  year  ended 
March  31,  that  the  pharmaceutical 
division  "successfuly  met  the  challenge  of 
unremitting  price  competition  in  the 
wholesale  market". 

No  account  is  taken  of  Vestric's  results 
but  Mr  Pybus  notes  "a  significant  increase 
in  assets  resulting  from  the  March 
acquisition".  He  says  Vestric  has  more 
than  matched  the  forecasts  made  then. 

Herbert  Ferryman  and  Northern 
Pharmaceuticals,  the  two  wholesalers 
bought  in  January,  contributed  £8. 8m  to 
sales  and  have  "integrated  readily". 


Prices  index  up 

The  Department  of  Employment  retail 
prices  index  for  all  items  reached  376.7  in 
August  (January  1974=  100).  This 
represents  an  increase  of  0.3  per  cent  on 
July  and  6.2  per  cent  on  August  1984. 

COMING 
EVENTS 

Monday,  September  23 

British  Pharmacists  Association  (UK).  Bridge  Suite,  Angus 
Thistle  Hotel,  Market  Gate,  Dundee.  7.30pm.  "Aims  and 
organisation." 

Tuesday,  September  24 

British  Pharmacists  Association  (UK),  Station  Hotel,  78  Guild 
Street,  Aberdeen.  7.30pm.  "Aims  and  organisation." 

Wednesday,  September  25 

Wirral  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Birkenhead  & 
Wural  Pharmacists'  Association,  postgraduate  medical 
centre,  Clatterbndge  Hospital,  at  8.00pm.  Peter  Wait,  senior 
curator,  will  talk  on  "Chester  Zoo." 
British  Pharmacists  Association  (UK),  Albany  Suite, 
Bellahouston  Hotel,  517  Paisley  Road  West,  Glasgow.  7.30pm 
"Aims  and  organisation." 

Thursday,  September  26 

Halifax  and  District  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

postgraduate  medical  centre,  Halifax  General  Hospital,  al 
8.00pm.  Dr  A.  Edwards,  Pathology  Department,  Halifax  will 
talk  after  a  film  presentation  on  "AIDS." 

Advance  information 

Guild  of  Hospital  Pharmacists  Day  Conference,  Clinical 
lecture  theatre,  clinical  research  centre,  North  wick  Park 
Hospital,  Watford  Road,  Harrow,  Middlesex,  10.30am, 
November  27.  Includes  the  1984  Travenol  Fellowship  paper 
"Developing  clinical  pharmacy  performance  indicators:  the 
North  American  experience"  by  Mr  S.C.  Anderson,  and 
notification  of  the  new  Bristol-Myers  Award  for  1986.  Fee  £5. 
Application  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  professional 
secretary,  Marion  Dinwoodie,  at  the  Pharmacy  department, 
North  wick  Park  Hospital.  The  Guild  are  also  looking  lor  authors 
of  short  communications  lor  presentation  on  the  day. 
Communications,  which  should  include  six  copies  and  should 
not  exceed  1200  words,  should  be  submitted  to  Mr  T.  Hanley, 
Guild  ol  Hospital  Pharmacists,  79  Camden  Road,  London  NW1 
9ES,  by  October  18.  The  work  should  be  the  result  of  research 
into  an  aspect  of  hospital  pharmacy. 
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Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Paul  Crouch  ext  272 
for  further  information 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Announcements 


SHOPFITTING  &  DESIGN  CENTRE 


SORRY 


We  missed  you  at  Chemex  85  but  we've  been 
busy  improving  our  product  and  service  also 
sharpening  up  our  prices. 

For  further  details,  please  contact: 
SHOPFITTING  &  DESIGN  CENTRE, 
2  Hallatrow  Road, 
Paulton,  Bristol  BS18  5LH 
Tel.  (0761)  418941 

or  SHOPFITTING  &  DESIGN  CENTRE, 
Heron  Road,  Sowton  Industrial  Estate, 
Exeter,  Devon  EX2  7LL 
Tel:  (0392)  37791 


Appointments 


J.  PICKLES  & 
SONS 

Manufacturing  Chemists  and 
Contract  Packers,  with  a  Sales 
Force  of  nine  representatives, 
are  creating  a  new  position  of 

NATIONAL  SALES  AND 
MARKETING  MANAGER 

Age  range  35-55  years, 
preferably  with  previous 
experience  in  O.T.C.  sales. 

Candidates  must  already  live 
within  a  25  miles  radius  of 
Knaresborough. 

Salary  negotiable  plus  usual 
benefits. 

A  UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  TO 
JOIN  A  PRIVATELY  OWNED 
DYNAMIC  COMPANY. 

Apply  in  writing  with  C.V.  to: 
Mr.  S.  V.  Horner, 
Managing  Director, 
J.  PICKLES  &  SONS. 
Beech  House,  62  High 
Street,  Knaresborough, 
N.  Yorkshire  HG5  0EA. 


MANAGER 


Required  for  small 
pharmaceutical  wholesaling 
company,  located  in  Yorkshire 
with  established  range  of  own 
label  products,  and  exclusive 
area  distribution  of  other  major 
branded  ethicals. 

The  company  has  an  excellent 
potential  within  all  established 
pharmaceutical  outlets,  and 
requires  a  person  of  proven 
experience  in  all  aspects  of 
pharmaceutical  distribution,  to 
employ  initiative  and  drive  in 
expanding  the  existing 
business. 

Salary  negotiable,  company 
car  provided,  excellent  pension 
and  health  benefit  schemes  in 
operation. 

Please  write  giving  C.V.  to  date 
to: 

BOX  C&D3134 


Display /Semi  Display 

£13.40  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm. 
Column  width  42mm. 
Whole  Page  £1200.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £650.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £345.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra 
Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT. 


Business  Opportunities 


O.T.C.  MEDICINES  - 
TOILETRIES  - 
HEALTH  FOODS 

IRISH  REPUBLIC 

We  have  a  highly  professional  sales 
and  merchandising  team  covering 
pharmacies,  department  stores, 
health  food  outlets  and  some  major 
food  chains  complemented  by  a 
professional  marketing  back-up,  with 
a  fast  and  efficient  delivery  service. 
We  provide  a  complete  agency 
packet  for  many  principals.  Should 
you  need  to  launch  products  on  the 
Irish  market  or  be  concerned  about 
your  current  selling  and  distribution 
costs  we  would  be  very  interested  in 
talking  to  you  as  we  have  just 
expanded  our  sales  operation  and  are 
open  to  handle  additional  lines. 

Box  C&D3140 


STEP  UP- 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

EXTRA  5ALE5  TOR  YOU  WITH  HIGH 
MARGIH5  AMD  5TOCKTURM! 
5TEP-UP  —  Thecomplete  package  deal  for 
fashion  jewellery 

•  Latest  designs  and  fashion  colours 

•  Pre-priced  stock 

•  Unique  display  system 

•  Free  installation  &  merchandising 

•  Unique  stoch  control/refill  system 

•  Constant  change  and  variety 

FA5HIOH  JEWELLERY  5ALE5 
MAHAQED  FOR  YOU! 

Full  colour  details  Retail  Concepts, 
33-37  St  Mary's  Rd  ,  Market  Marborough, 
Leics.  Tel:  0858  64363 


Labels 


Orders  dispatched 
within  14  days  of 
approva 
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Agents 


AGENTS 
REQUIRED 

NATIONWIDE 

For  medical  and  first  aid  distribution 
company. 

Box  C&D  3141 


SALES  AGENTS  REQUIRED 

UK  and  overseas  to  sell  hair  colour  gels. 

Beauty  Bar  Ltd, 
21-25  Garman  Road,  London  N17. 
Tel:  01  808  5381 


Stock  for  Sale 


D.E  FOR  DISCOUNT  U.K.  GENERICS 

e.g.  100  Spironolactone  100mg  -  50%  discount  -  £12.00 
250  Metronidazole  200mg  -  59%  discount  -  £6.96 
100  Allopurinol  300mg  -  47%  discount  -  £10.60 
For  price  list  and  special  offer  details  contact: 
D.  E.  PHARMACEUTICALS. 

Main  Street,  Wyllann, 
NorthumberSand  WE41  SAB 
Telephone:  (06614)  2253 


425  HARROW  ROAD 
LONDON  W104RE 


Tel:  01-960  5752 
§1-960  0319 
Telex:  8813271 

Stockists  of  probably  the  best  range  of  French  and  English 
perfumery  around. 

•  Special  terms  for  group  buyers. 

•  Express  delivery  service  throughout  UK  and  Northern  Ireland. 

•  Many  special  offers  including  Kodak  and  Tudor  films, 
photographic  flash  and  chemist  sundries. 


For  our  current  price  list  please  ring  01-960  5752.  Personal  callers 
most  welcome.  Ample  parking  •  Open  Sundays  10am-2pm.  


IPIEIPIPILMIES 

£25  FREE  PERFUME  ON  EACH  £300 SPENT 
AT  OUR  SHOWROOM  ORTELEPHONE  FOR 

A  PRICELIST  ON  01-993  6409. 
WEST  LCND'DN  LTD  397  ACTON  LANE, 
LONDON  W3.  OPEN  10-7.  SUN10-2 


Stock  for  Sale 


CHEMISTS 


We  don't  just  offer  high  discounts  on 
Pharmaceuticals  and  Generics,  but  we 
have  them  in  stock,  so  if  you're  tired  of 
waiting  for  your  orders. 

Give  us  a  ring  and  let  us  quote  you. 

Also  we  stock  branded  perfumes, 
cosmetics  and  many  toiletry  lines. 

So  for  UP  TO  50%  discount  on 
GENERICS 

and 

UP  TO  75%  discount  on  IMPORTS 

call  us  now  on  0903  213303  or 
061833  9592 


MORE  AGENTS  NEEDED  —  GOOD 
COMMISSION. 


mm 

PERFUMES 

475b  Alexandra  Avenue,  Rayners 
Lane,  Harrow,  Middx  HA2  9RY. 
Largest  range  of  branded  perfumes 
in  UK  at  competitive  prices. 
Nationwide  delivery  service 
Opening  times: 
Monday-Friday  9.00am-6pm. 
Sunday  10.00am  2.00pm 
Callers  welcome  without 
appointment  at  all  times 
Tel:  (11-868  1263  Telex:  925045 


Professional 
Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


CHRISTMAS  1985 

BAGS,  WRAPPING  PAPERS. 
PURSE  CALENDARS.  CREPE 
PAPER,  CARRIERS,  GIFT  TAGS, 
PAPERMATE  PENS.  DIARIES. 
ETC. 


Available  as  usual  from  : 

JAMES  TOWNSEND  &  SONS  LTD. 

P.O.  BOX  12  WESTERN  WAY,  EXETER  EXI  2AB 


Write  or  phone  Exeter  79731 
for  Christmas  List 

Orders  accepted  now  for  delivery 
when  required 


.If,;,: 


Orange  Computers  Ltd, 
Ruskin  Chambers,  Drury 
Lane,  Knutsford,  Cheshire 
WA16  6HA.  Tel:  0565  53417. 
NEW  HIGH  SPEED  SYSTEM 
£897.50 

•  Epson  HX-20  Micro 

•  Buffered  RX-80  Printer 

•  Enhanced  program 

•  Option  of  wholesaler  Link-up 
Oralabel  Program  (Only) 

•  For  existing 
HX-20  users 


BASIC  SYSTEM 

siih  ©saw  wis 


RECOMMENDED 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


The  Market  Leaders  in  Pharmacy  Labelling 


'Yours  is  the  best  of  the  many  systems  available  ..."  Leicester  Pharmacist 

'Your  new  program  for  identifying  Black  List  stock  is  brilliant  . .  . "  Inverness  Pharmacist 

'I've  used  manv  systems,  but  haven't  vet  found  one  better  than  yours  . . ."  Cheshire  Pharmacist 


John  Richardson  Computers  Lid 


We  didn't  get  there  by  chance! 

Prices  including  10%  NPA  Rebate:  Cassette  Systems  from  £895    Disc  Systems  from  £1615 
Unit  337,  Walton  Summit,  Bamber  Bridge,  Preston,  Lanes  PR5  8AR.  Tel:  0772  323763 


PAKE  it  PARK  COMPUTER  LABELLER  ON  14  DAY  FREE  TRIAL 

'and  find  our  how  good  it  is 


THEN  YOU  CAN  TRADE  IN  YOUR  OLD 
COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER 

Contact:  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Sprince,  MPS 
PARK  SYSTEMS  ITD., 
17-19  Gascoyne  Street,  Liverpool  13  6BS 
Tel:  051.  236  9438 


A 


PARK  SYSTEMS  COMPUTER  LABELLERS 

SYSTEM  500  £650.00  SYSTEM  700  £895.00 
AND  THE  NEW  DISK-BASED  SYSTEM  800  - 
ONLY  £1 195.00. 

■  All  systems  NPA  approved. 
U  Prices  include  a  10%  NPA  rebate,  and  are 
exclusive  of  VAT 


Shoplifting 


c 


LuxL 


INE 


SHOPFITTERS  FOR 
THE  PHARMACY 


REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS, 
SHOPFRONTS,  ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE.  NPA  & 
NUMARK  APPROVED 

SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 
LUXLINE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 
TEL:  0525  381356 


LEXDRUM 

0626834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 


LEXDRUM  STQREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

I  0626834077 


DETROIT 
DISPLAY 
SHELVING 

A  new 

pharmacy  can 
be  yours  for 
£18.33  per 
week  (least 
rate  fitted  free) 


NUMARK 


K  H  WOODFORD  ft  CO  LTD 
Ring  Now  0202  36272 


COMPLETE 
BEAUTY  LINE 

Wall  fixtures  and 
fittings  approx  5.5 
metre  run. 

Beautifully  finished, 
only  9  months  old. 

Reasonable  offers 
accepted  for  quick 
sale. 

Ring 
Girish  Mehta 
on  01-952  4920 

or 

Roy  Hampton 
on  04946  2775 


TELEPHONE: 
CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 

422 
2 


FOR  ALL YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 


k  ADVERTISING 
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PEOPLE' 


Pharmacy  hit  on 
riot  night 

Alastair  Ferguson's  Birmingham 
pharmacy  was  attacked  on  the 
second  night  of  Handsworth  rioting 
(last  week.  p434). 

Mr  Ferguson,  whose  pharmacy  is  in 
Villa  Road,  Handsworth,  was  called  out  by 
police  at  1.30am  on  September  11,  and 
told  that  a  mob  of  30  or  40  had  broken  into 
his  shop.  After  looting  the  sales  area 
rioters  had  petrol-bombed  two  parts  of  the 
pharmacy.  Firemen  fighting  to  control  the 
fire  were  stoned  by  a  crowd  and  Mr 
Ferguson  arrived  to  find  12  riot -clad 
policeman  guarding  the  site. 

"It  was  extremely  hair-raising  to  say 
the  least.  The  sales  area  was  a  total 
shambles  —  bul  the  dispensary  wasn't 
damaged  in  any  way.  The  inference  has 
been  that  they  were  looking  for  drugs,  but 
this  suggests  it  was  just  pure  vandalism." 

Mr  Ferguson  reopened  with  limited 
trading  on  September  17  and  does  not 
expect  to  resume  full  trading  until 
Christmas. 

"One  heartening  thing  is  the  number 
of  calls  I've  had  from  colleagues  and 
companies  and  one  from  the 
pharmaceutical  inspector,  offering  help," 
he  says.  And  another  cheering  fact  is  that 
Mrs  Ferguson  gave  birth  on  Sunday  to  a 
healthy  baby  boy. 


Fomilf  out  €m 
the  foam 


An  Inverness  pharmacist's  life  on 
the  ocean  wave  has  led  to  his 
victory  In  a  North  of  Scotland 
yachting  event. 

Ron  Wilson  has  won  the  North 
Scotland  Yachting  Association's  Findhom 
Seven  Series  event,  sailing  in  his 
Westerley  Fulmar,  Skedaddler.  He  sails 
with  his  wife  Morag  —  also  a  pharmacist 
—  and  his  daughter,  who  works  in  the 
Queensgate  pharmacy. 

Yachting  can  be  tougher  work  than 
usual  in  Mr  Wilson's  part  of  the  country: 
"When  waves  are  three  feet  high  down 
there  in  the  south,  they're  five  feet  high  up 
here."  But  he  finds  it  a  refreshing 
diversion,  all  the  same:  "You  don't  think 
about  giving  out  tablets  when  you're  out 
there  hanging  on  by  the  skin  of  your 
teeth!" 


Arret  to  aid  of 
Summer  show 

The  changing  face  of  the  Arret  man 
gave  an  added  boost  to  a  Summer 
spectacular  in  Burton-on-Trent 
recently. 

Tony  Gardner  of  the  J.  B.  Richardson 
pharmacy  decided  to  liven  up  a  Chamber 
of  Trade  show  by  inviting  visitors  to  pose 
for  fun  photos.  So  he  approached  Janssen 
Pharmaceutical,  who  supplied  him  with  a 
life  size  cut  out  of  the  cartoon  character 
from  their  Arret  poster  advertisement. 

One  of  the  posers  was  chairman  of  the 
Derbyshire  District  Council,  Councillor 
Richardson  —  seen  here  entering  into  the 
spirit  of  things. 


\  ■  il|§ 

Health  matters 

Ray  Whitney  is  the  new  Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary  for  Health.  He  replaces 
John  Patten  who  has  been  made  Housing 
Minister.  Succeeding  Mr  Whitney  as 
Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  for  Social 
Security  is  lohn  Major. 

Richard  Needham  takes  over  from 
Christopher  Patten  as  Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary  at  the  Northern  Ireland 
Office. 

Norgine:  Hugh  A.  Poulton  has  joined  the 
board  as  marketing  director. 

Hannimex:  Kevin  Becker  is  appointed 
operations  manager.  He  joins  from  the 
head  office  in  Sydney. 

Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co:  John  Batchelor 
has  been  appointed  sales  and  marketing 
director.  Mr  Batchelor  specialises  in 
cardiovascular  drugs  and  analgesics  in 
the  UK  and  is  part  of  the  British  Glaxo 
Group. 

Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup,  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  26/26/24s  Contents  ©  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1984.  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
photycopymg,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  of  Benn  Publications. 


Pharmacist  David  Asher  is  the  proud 
owner  of  a  Givenchy  handmade,  goatskin 
briefcase,  thanks  to  his  winning  entry  in 
the  "Givenchy  News"  competition.  Mr 
Asher  was  presented  with  his  prize  by 
Peter  Norman,  managing  director  of 
Parfums  Givenchy  (right)  and  area 
manager  Peter  Meadan  (centre)  at  his 
pharmacy  in  Prestbury,  Cheshire   


Changes  afoot 
for  Rowlands 

A  number  of  changes  have  been 
made  at  L.  Rowland  &  Co  in  their 
175th  year. 

Alexander  (Sandy)  Young  has  been 
appointed  managing  director  following 
the  death  of  Maurice  Ellerton  (C&D, 
August  31).  He  joined  the  company  in 
1977  as  manager  of 
the  Chirk  pharmacy 
and  in  1980  moved 
to  the  headquarters 
in  Dolydd  Road, 
Wrexham,  as 
superintendent 
pharmacist  and  a 
company  director. 
Mr  Young  is 
secretary  of  the  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Society  branch,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
LPX  andtheFPC. 

The  company's  new  financial  director 
is  Jonathon  Penn,  who  joined  in  1973  as 
chief  accountant  and  assistant  secretary. 
Three  years  later  he  was  made  secretary  of 
the  company  and  in  1979  was  appointed  a 
director. 

John  Liptrot  has  been  appointed 
buying  manager  after  seven  years  as  depot 
manager  of  the  Linfood  Cash  &  Carry  in 
Wrexham. 
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VernaiS 

THE  EASILY 
RECOGNISABLE 
BRAND  LEADER 


The  Vernaid  range  of  high  quality 
Iressings  are  instantly  recognisable  and 
;onform  fully  with  the  exacting  standards  laid 
iown  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 


Vernon-Carus  Limited, 
Penwortham  Mills, 


Preston,  Lanes,  England.  QUALITY  DRESSINGS 


VernaiS 


CATARRH  &  URINARY 
BRONCHITIS  COMPLAINTS 


NERVOUS 
TENSION 


ARTHRITIS 


Potte- 


rs 


DIURETABS 


NEURELAX 

A  Herbal  Remedy  for 

NERVOUS 
TENSION 


A  HERBAL 
REMEDY  FOR 
EXCESS 
BODY  FLUID 


Keep  medicine*  awov  from  chdefren 


Major  herbal  remedies  from  Europe's 
biggest  herbal  medicine  producer 


"THE  LONGEST  CLINICAL  TRIAL  IN  HISTORY" 
A  30  minute  film  on  Herbal  Medicine  to 
show  to  your  customers  (and  staff)  is  now 
available  on  free  loan  in  Super  8  or  VHS/ 
Beta  video.  Contact  Terry  Finnigan  at 
Potters.  Tel:  0942  34761. 


Potter's 


Potter's  (Herbal  Supplies)  Limited,  Leyland  Mill  Lane,  Wigan,  Lancashire,  England 


Chemist  &  Druggist  21  September  1985 
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NON-ERGOT  AMINE 


Counter  prescribe  with  confidence  for  your  patients 

How  to  use  Migraleve.  Two  Pink  Migraleve  should  be  taken  immediately  an  attack  is  suspected.  If  after  four 
hours  the  migraine  has  developed  or  persisted,  two  Yellow  Migraleve  should  be  taken.  The  'Yellow'  dosage  may 

be  repeated  at  four-hourly  intervals  if  necessary. 


Another  guaranteed  product  from  International  Laboratories  Limited  Wilsom  Road  Alton  Hants  GU34  2TJ 


